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Summary
ASPECTS OF RESEARCH IN FOREST ECONOMICS 1)

The total woodland area of the Netherlands is about 250.000 ha
(625.000 acres). The total value of the forest (soil and crop) can be
estimated at approximately £ 100.000.000. The present net annual income
[rom [orestry is supposed to be about £ 2.500.000. It is likely that this
low net income can be raised by using faster growing species and trees
with better genetical characteristics, by [ertilization, reafforestation of
devastated woodlands, etc., to a level of about £ 8.000.000. It is calculated
that this will ultimately result in a redoubling of the total value of the
forests. In this final stage an interest at 4 per cent. can be expected.
provided that the above estimates are reliable and that the future [orest
products can be grown and sold at the present prices.

The investments concerned are of such a magnitude that the above
conclusions are not justified if they are based un rough estimates only.
It is therefore necessary to start economic research in forestry to provide
more reliable data. This economic research can be devided into general
market research, special research [ocused on market development for
certain assortments, business administration and comparison of forest
economy with other types of land use.

Forest statistics, as well as timber and price statistics and book keeping
will form a suitable basis, whereas modern analytical methods, such as
operations research, linear programming and motivation research, wil
facilitate their interpretation and application. ‘

Voor de noodzaak van bosbouweconomisch onderzoek kunnen ver-
schillende argumenten worden aangevoerd, waarover op zichzelf al een
artikel zou kunnen worden geschreven. Deze argumenten kunnen worden
samengevat in de opmerking dat er te weinig bekend is over de factoren
die de waarde en de opbrengsten van het bos bepalen.

Het is zeker niet overdreven, de totale waarde van het Nederlandse
bos te stellen op een miljard gulden. Volgens het Centraal Planbureau
bedroeg het bruto nationaal inkomen uit de bosbouw in de jaren 1948 tot
en met 1952 achtereenvolgens 22, 24, 32, 30 en 40 miljoen gulden. Of
opbrengsten uit houtopstanden buiten het bos hieronder zijn begrepen,
blijkt niet uit de tekst van De Plaats van het bos in de Nederlandse sa-
menleving, waaraan deze cijfers zijn ontleend. Latere cijfers zijn jammer
genoeg nog niet gepubliceerd.

1) By mistake this summary has been already published in the previous number
under another head.







