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GAP - Case Study (2011-2015)

(How) Can we use Self Sampling as a tool to get more

information on discards?
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Discards the topic: Dutch Flatfish fishery

Total discards up to 80%*
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Increased need for information on Discards
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Collecting data

Observer programmes:
" E.g. 8 trips/year:
‘the estimate of discard %'

are not sufficient!
® Clustered data

" Limited temporal &
Spatial coverage

" Diversification of gears
- Increase sampling effort




Self sampling method 1
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Commercial size

Undersized




Examples

" EU DCR (%) ;

" Reference fleet (25)

" Monthly sampling

" Pulse: proof the burden for the EU ‘ Van Helmond et al, 2011
'/

|
Reference fleet (20) o /,'IMI‘

" Weekly sampling

® Innovation projects
Small group, one ore more vessels

® Short period of weekly sampling
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Benefits

@ |ncrease in spatial & temporal coverage
@ |nformation on a fishing method relatively unknown
@ Direct quick information on performance of gear

@ Better understanding of the data produced
@ Acceptance of the discard data by industry
@ |ncreased awareness




Risks
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Yes we can!

Know how to ‘cook the fish’:

" Self sampling is a tool, the process can add value

* Incentives: ownership / compensation
* Perception: relevance of discards?
 Expectation management
 Acceptance of data in the outer world

" Custom made (‘No one size fits all')

 Designin dialogue
e Discuss findings regulary
e Take your time....
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Why do we expect the fishers to accept our collected data

with all its limitations, when we are not able to accept

data collected by fishers?



