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Urban and agriculture from Dutch Perspective 

The Netherlands: 
 
• 400 inhabitants/km2 

• 68% area agricultural 
• World no 2 Agricultural export 
 

The Netherlands: 
 
• Farming in an urban area 
• Urbanising in farmland 
 



Urban Agriculture Movement 



Urban Agriculture 

Niche 

Multifunctional 

Innovative 

Little coherence 

Small 



Desired position of city (hall) 

 Policy on food and the city: overarching view 

 Connecting initiatives 

 Facilitate initiatives 

 Providing public space 

 Setting new rules en legislation 



Meanwhile at the city hall... 



Dissenters in city hall 



Connecting these dissenters 



City network Urban Agriculture 

 Started in 2010  

 13 members 

Wageningen UR + NGO 

 

 Different back ground 

 Different approach 

Joint questions 

Joint validation 

 Different solutions... 



City network urban agriculture 

Network meetings (4 per year): 

 

Seeing opportunities 
Sharing knowledge 
Solving questions 
Setting the agendas 
Spreading the results 

 



Seeing the opportunity 



LinkedIn: Stedennetwerk stadslandbouw 

Sharing the knowledge & experience 



Solving the questions 

www.stedelijkefoodprint.nl 

Theme’s: 

Local Food strategy 

Social cost and benefits 

Citizen participation 

Livestock in urban area 

Policy and regulation 



Setting the agenda (of Urban agriculture) 

Nov 2012 

April 2012 

May2012 



Spreading the results (1) 

 2010-2012 –pioneering- 

● Pioneers 

● Only civil servants 

● Legitimacy: Ministry of Economic affairs 

● Knowledge: broad themes 

● Result: Convincing city board and colleagues 



Spreading the results (2) 

 2012-2014 –ownership- 

● Pioneers and followers 

● Civil servants and farmers association 

● Legitimacy: their ownership 

● Knowledge: specific questions 

● Result: Own role in process 

 

 2014 -...-dissemination- 

● Pioneers leave 

● Establishing local councils 



Different solutions! 

Utrecht 

Groningen 

Almere 

Tilburg 



To conclude 

Network justifies members role 
● From local to national and back  

 

Network helps to overcome 
complexity of Urban Agriculture 

● Knowledge and experience 

● New role: connecting the dots 



City network 

Urban Agriculture 
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