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4. RESEA BCH JNITJATIYES / 

During the October planning meeting in Lyon, various possibilities of 
developing research initiatives were discussed by the national 
representatives present. Tim Unwin reported that he had been in 
communication with representatives of the Directorale-General for 
Science, Research and Development of the Commission of the European 
Communities concerning the possibility of submiuing a research proposal 
as part of their R & D Programme in the Field of Environment. This would 
have built on the expertise of memhers of the Permanent Conference to 
provide an atlas and data base of the cultural heritage of the European 
rural landscape. It appears, however, .that the central emphasis of this R & 
D Programme is concerned with technological and economie aspects of 
contemporary environmental change, and that there is little scope for 
such a research proposal. Nevertheless, the national representatives 
present agreed to pursue possible sourees of funding for future such 
research initiatives. 

5. MEMBERS' NE\VS AND PUBLICATIONS 

This section of the Newsletter is intended to provide details of new 
appointments, research activities and information on recent publications 
in which other memhers of the Permanent Conference might be interested. 
Eventually, as more people contri hu te material to the section, it will be 
possible to use it to provide a detailed record of the research activities of 
the Permanent Conference. 
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