
CONTENTdm at Wageningen UR 

Jacquelijn Ringersma 
Head of Digital Production Centre, Library  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Selection process, and our first steps in the creation of digital image collections 

Indien nodig: 
admin: http://cdmserver.test.library.wur.nl/cgi-bin/admin/start.exe�website: http://cdm.test.library.wur.nl/cdm/ 





Why did we choose CONTENTdm as the 
application for our image collections? 

Wageningen University and Research Centre 
● Library 

 Image collection project 
● Aims 
● Target group 

 Selection of the application, criteria and process 
 Our first steps in the implementation 

 



Wageningen UR 

Wageningen University and Research Centre 
To explore the potential of nature to improve the quality of life 

 
● 5 science groups 
● 8000 students 
● 2500 university staff 
● 2500 institute staff 
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Environmental Sciences, Plant Sciences, Animal Sciences, Food and Biobased Research, Social Sciences
Each Science group has a University department and a research institute part 
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Library Wageningen UR 

 Library and study environment for students 
 Find and discover 
 Support and training 
Write and cite  
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To support the researchers, students and board of directors to fulfil the mission of WageningenUR

We have a large physical library with individual and group work places for students, most of our collection is in a storeroom, but delivered to the students or users upon request.
We have large opening hours, untill 23 hours on week days.

Find and discover is on our digital library environment. We provide access through the dicovery tool PRIMO, and directly into our catalogue, journal collection, institute repository etc.

We provide courses for (PhD) students in Information retrieval, research data management, endnote use etc. and we provide assistance in seminars such as ‘how to write a world class paper’, and give advice to researchers on publication strategies

We like to present ourselves as the manager of the scientific output of the Wageningen UR





Library Wageningen UR 

 Costom services 
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We also deliver a set of custom services. We manage the ‘green knowledge network’ and provide it with a large document collection, but we also produce (online) conference proceedings for conferences organized by Wageningen UR and journal archives for professional journals in which Wageningen UR is a partner.  
We set up these services because we feel that this contributes to a more efficient support to Wageningen UR researchers and board of directors, and also because libraries simply have to find new innovations in order to show the relevance of their existence.

Recently, and in the light of the discussions on research ethics, we got involved in supporting the management of research data, that is raw data that underlie publications .
 



New service: Digital image management 

Wageningen UR application for the storage, management 
and presentation of static and moving image material  
 
Library Special Collections: Images, maps 

Geo portal: maps and aeral photo’s  

Science groups: thematic image collections 

Communication services: images 



Selection procedure 

 Requirements 
 Presentation of three applications by vendors 
 Internal discussions 
 Test implementations 
 Buy 
 

 

Presentations 

Internal discussion 

Requirements 

Testing 

Buy 
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Three applications: CONTENTdm by OCLC, Adlib Museum and Canto Cumulus



Requirements 

1. Usability, support model 
 
2. Content requirements 

● Image size limitations 
● Metadata set definition 
● Versioning and PID 
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Minimal image manipulation
Versioning
Search function and the presentation of results



Requirements 

3. Access and consultations 
● Configurable web interface 
● Configurable viewers (for maps) 
● User statistics 

4. Hosting, storage, users 
● Wageningen UR server 
● Connection to LDAP 
● Single sign-on 
 
 



Requirements 

5. Exchange services 
● Webservices 
● Exchange with PRIMO, Worldcat, GGC 

 
6. Supplier 
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OAI harvesting

Supplier solid, documentation and user support



Support model 
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Acquisition of participants
Information and training at start-up
Help desk for participants

Functional Management (1)
Technical support
Patches and testing
Configuration of participant web interfaces





Requirements: Content 

 Image size limitations  
CONTENTdm has some image size upload limitations 
for which the project client offers a solution 
 

 



Requirements: Content 

 Metadataset definition  
● Per collection definable 
● EXIF a.o standard formats importable 
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For our default we decided to use dublin core, with only some additional fields, but in principle every collection can have its own metadata set.



Persistent Identifier 
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The identifier is unique
The identifier is persistent for the item
Versioning is possible on the identifier

Handle, URN-NBN, DOI
Local persistent url’s (e-depot, Wageni



Identifier in CONTENTdm 

 The identifier for each image is unique, it is a local url. 
 News versions of the image get an new ID 
 There is no redirect to the old one  dead-link 

 
Workaround through an API 
See recent discussion on Code4Lib mailing list 
 



Our first steps 

 Installation of CONTENTdm on Wageningen UR server 
 Import of two very large collections 
 Next: Configuration web interface 
 Taking the collections to the production environment 

 
  
 
 



Our first steps 

Plant weed control collection (>13.000 images) 
  original metadata in Cardbox 
 
 



Our first steps 

Special collection antique wall papers (320), original 
metadata in Excel  
  
 
 



Are we happy? 

  
 
 

 CONTENTdm is easy to use 
 Cannot do without Project client for large images 

management 
 PID issue needs to be solved! 
 Technical support comes from USA 
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Questions? 
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