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Expertise from Holland for Naked Garden
The Greenhouse Horticulture group of Wageningen UR (University & Research centre) in
the Netherlands has supported the ‘Naked Garden’ of David Domoney at the Hampton
Court Palace Flower Show with technology development and the cultivation and
preparation of plant material.
Tycho Vermeulen, scientist at Wageningen UR Greenhouse Horticulture: ‘We studied the
possibilities for growing plants on water and nutrients only, and for allowing the
exhibition of the plant roots. The plants we studied include tomato, aubergine, petunia,
pelargonium and delphinium. We are partner in many of the innovations in the
Netherlands’ greenhouse horticulture. We thus have expertise on growing plants in a wide
range of rooting materials. Growing so many different plant species on just water and
nutrients was a great challenge still.”
For the Naked Garden, Vermeulen evaluated different cultivation techniques such as
‘floating plants’ and ‘root spraying’. He expects that his findings may benefit his own
research also. Cultivation with root spraying proved to be very good for vegetable plants
such as tomato. This cultivation system could even be attractive for application in
commercial crop production in specific situations like urban horticulture’.
Wageningen UR Greenhouse Horticulture is a business unit within Wageningen UR
(University & Research centre) that combines practical experience through their intense
cooperation with growers with the most recent scientific knowledge, thanks to its own
research and close links to scientific partners worldwide. This unit of 120 people unites
plant physiology, horticultural systems development, plant pathology and extension work
to growers and partners in the total horticultural supply chain. Staff is strongly motivated
to support sustainable development of horticulture around the globe along the corporate
ambition to enable agriculture to feed twice as many people by 2050, while reducing
needed input at the same time.
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David Domoney: “I am thrilled to announce that my ‘Naked Garden’ designed in conjunction with the
UK’s leading home improvement specialists, Anglian Home Improvements, has won a Silver Medal, at
this year’s RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show” (5th – 10th July 2011).

