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PREFACE 

This book introduces the reader into the quantitative aspects of agricultural 
production, as influenced by environmental conditions and management prac
tices. The aim is to familiarize the reader with the subjects in such a way that 
first estimates of agricultural production potentials in situations relevant to 
him can be made. For that purpose many exercises and examples have been in
cluded in the text to facilitate direct application of the theory presented. 

The approach presented in this book is developed by the Centre for World 
Food Studies (SOW), an interdisciplinary research group working on problems 
related to world food supply and agricultural production potentials and limita
tions. 

The direct motive for publishing this Simulation Monograph was an interna
tional course on the same object, organized in Wageningen by dr. J.H. de Ru 
of the Foundation for Post-Graduate Courses of the Agricultural University 
in Wageningen. The course was organized in close cooperation with dr. D.A. 
Rijks of the Applications Program of the World Meteorological Organization 
in Geneva and was financially supported by the Dutch Directorate General for 
International Cooperation (DGIS), the European Community (EC), and the 
Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO). The book 
has been edited on the basis of the lectures presented during the course with 
ample cooperation of the authors and invaluable advice of prof. dr. C.T. de 
Wit. The contributions of ir. D.M. Jansen and Mrs. H.H. van Laar during the 
course and during the editing stage of the book were of great help. Ing. P.W.J. 
Uithol is gratefully acknowledged for his accurate work on the list of refer
ences. Many thanks are due to Mrs. R. Helder, who skillfully and enthousiasti-
cally typed the first versions of most of the contributions, to Mrs. M.A. Boss, 
who performed the task of finalizing the manuscript and Mr. G.C. Beekhof 
for his punctual drawings. 

H. van Keulen 
J. Wolf 
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