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Image of failure…

� Crisis of global forest governance (Humphreys, 
2006)

� Non&regime (Dimitrov, 2005, 2007)

� (Non�)governance (Pülzl, 2009)





- 13 mn / ha / yr





No LBI on Forests



Critique 

� Methodology 

� Theory 

� Empirics
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Effectiveness 
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Cons ‘impact thinking’

1. Relative improvements?

2. Time lag

3. Intervening factors









Multi -Criteria Analysis



Theory



Do we need a LBI?
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Regime theory 

Neo&realism

International political economy 

No Legalization literature

Global governance

Discourse theory
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From ‘lack of net 
aggregate impacts ’
to ‘multiple practices 
of policy performance ’



Empirics



Multiple practices of policy performance

1. Forest discourses

2. Forest governance

3. Forest protection

4. Forest certification

5. Forest transitions



Multiple practices of policy performance

1. Forest discourses ���� ‘words matter’

2. Forest governance ���� MCA

3. Forest protection ���� outcome

4. Forest certification ���� outcome

5. Forest transitions ���� impact











Forest governance: CBFM







Increase protected areas (100% in 25 yrs)

12 %







� > 300 mn. ha.

� About 7.5% of the world’s 
forests

� About 25% of global timber 
trade



� 2000s: 

� & 13 mn / ha / yr.



� 2000s: 

� & 13 mn / ha / yr.

� 1990s 

� � 16 mn / ha / yr.
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Conclusion 

� MPoPP = different perspective on global forest 
governance

� Some positive trends in forest discourses, 
governance, protection, certification and transition

� Beyond 

� theoretical and methodological ‘monism’

� ‘simple’ empirical aggregation

� political ‘defeatism’



Thanks


