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Aﬂhough many causes for this pattern have‘ been suggested,

dhe loss of suitable habitats may be the key factor. In...
frame of the Europe-wide AGRIPOPES project,”

the
{hitp:/rwww.agripopes.net) we analysed the species richnass

- and diversity of farmland birds In organic and convennonat )

managed wheat fields across landscapes differing In'structurat

._complexity {0 70% semj-natural habitats}. A bird survey was

coriducted during the breeding season and in winter In western

" and eastern Germany, where all-bird species were mapped on

500 x 500 m quadrates around the central point of each fogal

field. We hypathesized that species richness, abundance and_
.- . .diversity are nagatively affected by conventional management
- and a decreasing amount of seml-natural areas. Our results

show positive effects of landscape complexity on farmfand

_ bird species richness. but no effect of farming prachce In
conclusion, the restoration and preservation of semi-natural
" habitats in-agricultural fandscapes may be .mare effective for.

" the conservatlon of farmland birds than organ[c Ia;mlng
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‘ Af)plieéi cbnser\{ation-remains. one of the ia_‘rge (eeénomic)
fields-in which evaluation and quality management play-

"only a littte role’ - If at-all. 1 here refer to conservation as an
_economic activity since large NGOs have access to financial
resources that makes some of thenv and their projects large

businesses. NGOs working in conservation are hot required - '
to -fulfil general quality standards. Even though they are |

- - required undefj most national laws 1o prove thelr. bénefit to
the pullic iy order 1o get or keep their tax benefits, they often

do not have tb prove how they spent their money on the ground '

* that thelr work is successful. This lack of dccountability varies,

‘with some NGOs having strict Internal evaluation processes.

while others are only large fundralsmg machines with' littie
conservation expertise. This lack of accountability results

in a non-comparability of projects and NGOs that . makes it-

difficult if not impossibte for donors and the general public to

“discriminate séund projects from trial-and-emes+approaches )

“or the simple waste of money. In this paper | describe thé
“underlying problems and outlinea potential way out. of this

dilemma, while briefly outllnmg future standards and potenttal
. beneflts to the consewatlon commumty
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Agro- enwronmemai schemes almed at reducmg agncultural

intehsification - focus on- local field scales to conserve -

biodwersnty, whereas diversity patiermns largely differ across

' spatral scales. Unfortunately, most - studies. addressmg‘i

"the effects of agricultural intensification on biodiversity use

- the mean divetsity on the plot scale (le. alpha diversity), =

The plot scale diversity, howaver, is-only one part of the totat

diversity (gamma diversity). The between plot diversity {beta : .
dwerslty) can account for majof parts of the total diversity = -

and “gives important insights Into the variation of speciés .

: compesitlon between plots. In the Europe-wide AGRIPOPES

.project we qurantified the alpha-, beta- and gamma-diversity
- at the micro, meso and magro_scale from fields to regions
‘to countries to explore how agncuilural intensification
fliters the beta diversity of plants, carabids and birds via_
spec:[es specmc dispersal abilitiés. Our resulls indicate strong
".changes in the relative values of alpha-- and bata-diversity
dependmg on ihe taxon and its body size, thereby indicating
- species-specific effects of agriculiural | intensification at.”
different spatial scales. Agro-environment schemes therefore

- should ‘not -ohly consider this_large-scale contribution of
- ‘beta-diversity at regionat scalés to maximize the dzssnmllamy
recogcomze‘:_ B

‘betweén - conservation areas, -but -also

) spec‘les-speqiﬁc resppnses,to intensification.
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Among oﬁher nmpacts cilmate change may tncrease sahnlty
—evaporatlon regimes, especzally in Mediterranean countries.
This may influence the- composnion of -bird communities
wintering, foraging- or breeding in’ wetlands. We studied
-bird spectes composition in 80 wellands of South-western -
Spain {including the Dofiana wetland complex) covering
"a wide range of salinity to ascertain whether this variable may
- affect the occurrence of some bird species, thus modifying
.the composition of bird assemblages. We used self-organized
“maps 1o create “clusters of sités showing similar species
‘composition. The association, between clusters and site’s

. salinity was explofed for the wmtermg, pre-breeding, breeding -

and post-breeding penqu In each period, we_only considered
those species greatly contributing 1o the main activity of-the"
-bird" assemblage {i.e. breeding species during. breeding,

wmtenng and. sedentary specles during wintering and -

nonresident species during the two migratory periods).” In

" every period we found that’ increased salinity may jeopardize ..

the occlrrence of several bird species of conservation
concern, sometimes affecting asignificant proportioni of
the European population. Potential changes in welland salinity.
should be considered when -analysing the impact of chmate'
change and desngmng management palicies fo- deal with 1t. -
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