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ABSTRACT

Romance tourism in developing countries is oftexamine from western perspectives
and there is dearth of studies, which endeavorxfgoee romance tourism from an
African male’s perspective with focus on the Africmale. Thus, this study in Ghana,
explored romance tourism from an African male’swpeint and the motivations for
black males’ participation in romance tourism egbcconsidering the traditional and
cultural attitude of Africans towards sex and intjgalar, sexual relationships between
young men and older women. The study revealedntierént power relations in romance
tourism. The study shows that romance tourismvigyacomplex phenomenon. The study
also shows that western female tourists employeilraclass and economic powers to
exploit black males in the relationship. It alseaal that black males in Ghana, are not
economically empowered in their relationship witestern female tourists in romance
tourism. Furthermore, it affirms that there aremsany similarities between romance
tourism and sex tourism than there are differenitedso became evident that the desire
for money and material advantage powerfully inflcesh black males’ participation in
romance tourism rather than the desire to migratke west.

Key words: romance tourism, sex tourism, race sclasach boys
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CHAPTER ONE
1.1 INTRODUCTION
The term ‘romance tourism’ was first used and cdibg Pruitt and LaFont 1995:423) to
describe the relationships between western femaiegists (Euro-American white
women) and local black men generally referred ttBasch Boys’. This was sequel to
their study of western female tourists’ behaviowod aelationships with local black males
in Jamaica. Similarly, in constructing romance tsm; Herold et. al. (2001) postulated
that romance tourism could be located on one esdremd of a continuum of
motivations, while sex tourism, associated with ensgx tourists, is at the other end of
the continuum. While acknowledging that this is swictly defined, Herold et. al. further
noted thatthere was some gender overlap in the continuunomfnce/sex motivations,
more of the female tourists were located towardrtireance end and more of the male
tourists toward the sex end of the continuyierold et al. 2001:978). This however
elucidates the complexities of the concept of roteaourism.

Nevertheless, the theoretical conceptualizatioronfance tourism by many writers often
reflect a subjective analysis of radical femingsspectives which tends to castigate and
classify sexual interactions between male sex ¢tgiand their local female sex partners
as prostitution and exploitative but fail to caghilar aspersion on the relationships
between female tourists and local males (David$688).

There is an intersection between internationalisourgenerating countries of the north
and demand for sex tourism. International tourisd sex tourism market is dominated
by tourists from the United States, Canada, Weskrmope, and Japan (Bender and
Furman, 2004).While Brazil, Thailand, PhilippinéSuba, Costa Rica, India and Sri
Lanka are the popular destinations for male sexidtsu The prime destinations for

female tourist include Jamaica, Barbados, the iDiman Republic, Tunisia, Egypt, The

Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Bali(Indonesia), Guyana, Nepad Cuba (Davidson and

Taylor,1996; Herold et, al 2001; Kempadoo 2001;0di@®03; Allen 2007).

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Previous studies of this phenomenon paid littlerdibn to uncovering the motives,

implications and power relations between westemmafe tourists and local black men in
Africa. In addition, gender inequality and empowenmhin tourism is usually portrayed

as western male tourists taking the advantage adl I&frican women and that third

world women are disfranchised in the process. Hawnesimilar relationships between

western female tourists and local black men hawebeen investigated despite the fact
that it is an increasing activity at some touristéstinations in Africa such as Ghana.

Many studies have examined the phenomenon of raenaind sex tourism in developing
countries from Western perspectives, especiallihexCaribbean’s and Latin Americas
(Dahles and Bras, 1999; Herold et al., 2001; Pauntt LaFont, 1995) as well as in Africa
(Nyanzi et al. 2005; Kibicho, 2005). While Nyanet al. (2005) focused on the
embodiment of racial myths of Black male bodies #Wektern affluence in the Gambia.,
Omondi (2003) and Kibicho (2005) investigated tloditigal economy and relationships
between tourism and sex trade in the coastal regidkenya. Thus, there is dearth of



studies which endeavor to explore romance tourigmm fan African male’s perspective
with focus on the African male sex partners alsovkm as ‘bomsas’ ( Brown, 1992:361)
‘bumsters’, (Nyanzi et. al.2005:557) and ‘beachdid@khillips 1999: 183).

In this context, my study will focus on African regberspectives and various issues that
arise from their participation in sex tourism swh power relations, gender inequality
and empowerment. This study is very significantadose romance tourism in Africa is a
growing phenomenon. Ghana, the case study of lieisi€, located in the West Africa
sub-region, is a popular destination for female gmxists from Europe and America
(Herold et al., 2001. It is also very significaspecially considering the traditional and
cultural attitude of Africans towards sex and intjgalar, sexual relationships between
locals and foreign partners.

1.3RESEARCH QUESTIONS FOR THE STUDY

There is a complex interplay regarding gender, raice class within the context of
‘romance tourism’. Therefore, this study intendsfitbthese gaps in knowledge and
provide answers to questions such as; do Africankbmales feel exploited by the white
female tourists in ‘romance tourism'? Are Africarales economically empowered by
western female tourists when both engage in ‘romaoarism’? Is ‘romance tourism’ an
expression of gender (female) power relations asdidation? What is more powerful-
class, gender or race? Are black African males@retd and objectified by white female
sex tourists in this relationship?

1.4 SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

(2). to explore romance tourism from an African e@mbperspectives.

(2). to challenge the construction of romance syaras being different from mainstream
sex tourism.

(3). to understand and explain power structuresiyidg ‘romance tourism’ between
white female sex tourists and black men.

(4). to explain the relationships between westemdle sex tourists and their black male
sex partners.

(5). to contribute to debate on the connection betwromance tourism and HIV/AIDS
epidemics among black males involved in romancedou

[6]. to identify factors responsible for the paipetion of African men in romance
tourism in Ghana.

1.4 CONTENT OF GHANA

Ghana, formerly known as ‘Gold Coast’ because lofindant gold deposits, is located in
West Africa and shares boundaries with Cote d'&vtir the West, Burkina Faso to the
North, Togo to the East and the Gulf of Guinea gAtic Coast) to the South. The first
contact of Ghanaians with Europeans was in 1482nwthe Portuguese merchants
arrived at the coastal city of ElImina, a predomthafishing population. This marked the

beginning of European imperialism in Ghana (Teyé, a€2002; Essah, 2001).

Subsequently, the Dutch, English, Germans, Danesnch and Swedes’ merchants
invaded Ghana to look for mineral deposits espigdiaé famous Ashanti gold as well as
slaves (Essah, 2001; La Pierre,2004 ).



Thousands of slaves were transported from Ghandutope and Americas between
1500s and 1880s.The Europeans took turn to configretiee control of the ‘Gold Coast’.

Hence in the 1880s, Ghana’s coastline became tjlee$ti concentration of European
military architecture outside of Europe. Ghana évalty became a British colony in

1896 when the British introduced external rule wahiasted till 1957, when it gained
independent from the European overlords and became independent nation

(Anquandah, 1999: 20; La Pierre, 2004).

This long history of centuries of domination andooization by different European
countries at different period of its history hagngiicant impact on the modern day
Ghana patrticularly its tourism industry. The relads European legacies today in Ghana,
especially pull tourists from all the European does historically linked to Ghana as
well as North Americans (because of the its conaedb slave trade) to the former nerve
centre of trans Atlantic Slave Trade (Anquandatl99120; (Teye, et al.2002). There is
also a long history of sexual relationships betwegperialists European (slave masters)
who sexually exploited especially the indigenousndkes. As a result, Ghana has some
pockets of offspring of mixed race. According toitdd Nations Ghana with an
estimated population of about 23 million (UNDPE3®Q)9), is a country of great
diversity constituting over 70 ethnic groups witlone than 70 languages and major
dialects spoken throughout the country, but Twi ke major language spoken (La
Pierre,2004)

According to Ghana Tourist Board (GTB, 2009), intdronal tourist arrivals in Ghana
increased from about 85,000 in 1985 to over 600,@0ists in 2008, and receipts
increased from about $19.52 million in 1985 to $ilBon in 2008. Tourism resources
of Ghana include pristine beaches (with approxifge80 miles of coastline), wild life,
local cultures and festivals (Teye, et al.2002gé#andah, 1999: 20).Ghana has one of
the highest levels of reported cases of HIV/AIDShe West African sub-region. The
majority of infected persons are in their twenti&his is due largely to complex and
interlinked bio-social, economic and political sfwres and community, factors.
Commercial sexual activity is also ever-presentbfgm in Ghana currently (Anarfi,
2003).

1.5 Methodology

The study employs interpretative and reflectiveotogical approaches within the context
of critical paradigm research. Thus, qualitativehodological data collection procedure
were used for the study. This includes unstructunmetérviews, semi-structured
interviews, in-depth interviews, group discussiomd a participant observation.
Quantitative structured interview survey was alsseds to complement qualitative
techniques. Post-colonial theory provided the epistiogical lens for the study. Hence
post-colonial theories and concepts such as clemsg, feminism, ‘Othering’ |,
ambivalence and binary were used as basis fomalgsis.



1.6 Structure of the Thesis

The thesis consists of six chapters. Chapter hasrtroduction where the topic of the
thesis and the concept of ‘romance tourism’ ardaemed. The chapter also contains the
aims and objectives of the study. Chapter two resiand discusses previous works by
different researchers on the concept of ‘romanceido’. These include the historical
background of the concept of ‘romance tourism’atiehships between romance tourism
and; feminism, race, class and several other sss@hapter three present the
methodology employed for the thesis. It sheds Imhtpost-colonial theory, ‘Othering’,
binary and ambivalence, as well as and my posilignand reflectivity. Chapter
introduced and discussed the study area Ghana-wis-her economy, tourism and
society. Chapter 5 consists of the data analygisdiscussion of the data as well as the
information obtain from the field and is basedtbe aims and objectives of the study.
Chapter 6 is the conclusion and includes the deashgtand assertions from the study
base on the field report and discussion about roméwurism in Ghana.



CHAPTER TWO
2.0 LITER URE REVIEW
2.1 Introduction
This chapter reviews previous works conducted ffemint researchers on the concept of
‘romance tourism’. The chapter also contains disicus and reflections of both
interpretative and reflective ontological approachéthin the critical paradigm research.
The chapter also provides an overview of theaaittheory which is the perspectives
from which the study was carried out with particulacus on post-colonial paradigm
which provides the platform for my the study.

2.2 Historical Perspectives

Sex, tourism and romance are in some way linkedthay (Ryan and Kinder, 1995) and
can be traced to many centuries of travels by bwh and women. For as long as people
have been traveling, they have been engaging immtimand amorous sexual encounters
with the opposite sex (Enloe, 1998). While acknalglag that sex tourism is a segment
of the gendered tourism industry, Enloe (1998)essed that sex tourism has been in
existence from the ancient Roman Empire to the ten®round Tours of Europe in the
eighteenth century through nineteenth century’s ni&® Cooks’ tours. Historically,
leisure travels prior to 1770s, was dominated bwlthg males (Enloe, 1998; Kilbride,
2003), and while women generally sit at home (Rgad Michael (2001). Similarly,
Ryan and Michael (2001), also noted that earlydravas a vastly gendered activity,
dominated by aristocratic men until the middle feteenth century.

According to some other sources, ‘romance tourisad its beginning between 1770s
and 1840s. In his analysis of adventurous travelaristocratic European women to the
Mediterranean and Middle East. Similarly, Hopwod®99), affirmed that the period
(1770s and 1880s) was characterized by considetael by both married and, single
French and English aristocratic women to southerofge and Middle East. These he
noted, look for amorous relationships with Mediean men as well as marchese,
sheiks and princes. Notable among whom are Lad#sad Stanhope, Jane Digby and
Mary Wortley (Hopwood, 1999:308; Belliveau, 2005imilarly, this trend Jacobs
(2009), reiterated was a common phenomenon tilpoeisent era from her survey of 57
heterosexual western female sex tourists and loeal in South Sinai, Egypt. She noted
that; ‘In the Sinai, Egypt, ... it is also a common actifarywestern women to travel in
search of sexual encounters with ‘local’ men, teeatt is often as alluring as the beach
(Jacobs,2009:45).

Similarly, while analyzing travels notes in the 087and 1880s by British and American
early travelers, Kilbride (2003), noted that womaso formed part of these travels.
Regarding female travel in the 1770s and 1880sbrigi¢, further noted that both
American and British women enjoyed traveling tdyltaith some of them staying for six
months (2003:558). Thus, it could be argued thatnance tourism’ is not a new
phenomenon. As Belliveau (2005), also claimed tbatance tourism had a significant
beginning in 1840s when affluent North American &rdish women travel to Rome to
engage in sexual relationships with ‘foreign men'.



Many factors however, have been identified to abate to this trend. Travel in the
1880s by British women was influenced by abundéihience in Britain due to profits
made from colonies overseas in addition to thosat thccrued from industrial
development back home, which resulted in the enmeg®f middle class, and increase
in mobility. Thus, more women from middle class kground and aristocratic families
participated in the leisure travels (Ryan and M&ha001). Similarly, Cheryl McEwan,
from her study of Victorian British Female TouristsWest Africa, based on the writings
and narratives of British women travel writers dgrithe colonial period, noted that
many aristocratic women traveled to colonies owsseoth in the company of their
husbands and solo leisure travels during the 18§80sEwan, 1996:60). Thus, by
implications, the process of colonization also dboted significantly to increased
travels by British women. This is also significdrgcause female travel narratives were
very popular in those days among women back hom# Wspect to this McEwan,
further noted that:'nineteenth-century women travelers cannot be cldine a
disciplinary sense since they did not consider dedwes geographers .....However, in
publishing accounts of their travels at a time whevel writing was extremely popular
,and also an important medium for the disseminatbriknowledge” about overseas
territories, women travelers were important in fpeduction of popular geographies’
(McEwan,1996:59).

According to Ryan and Michael (2001), increase omen travel especially in the 1880s
could be attributed to cheap mass travel. The 1&&ss tourism was acknowledged to
have commenced of'Sluly 1841by Ryan and Michael (2001), when the finducted
excursion which heralded the era of cheap travelThpmas Cook. Cook’s tour,
according to Ryan and Michael also contributed imsedy to the growth of female
travel. This is because Cook permitted women tlancé to travel and his services were
particularly popular among single aristocratic \drtdan women. Thus, Cook’s tour was
attractive to the increasing middle class in BnitéRyan and Michael, 2001). It must
however be stated that women travel was still arlusike travel based on class power.
This is because these women weially wealthy and from aristocrat backgrounds
(Ryan and Michael (2001). Additionally, the womempitally did not have children and
their life did not revolve around satisfying thairssbands. Instead, their life is filled with
adventures for foreign countriggl¢Ewan,1996).

Therefore, it could be argued that the positiveneaaic and social changes also produced
situation in which there was more social mobilitygang women than previously known.
Such changes, according to Ryan and Michael (200dlyde rising interest in attention
to the plight of women and increased economic dppdies as a result of rapid
industrialization. Therefore, many women from aéfhi family who were economically
empowered could embark on solo travel and thugk foo romance just like men had
been doing in the past centuries. Furthermorepéigd also, coincided with first wave
feminism, which also encouraged independence awtltby women in the late 1880s
and early 1990s (Code, 2000).

However, female sex travel declined drasticallyrfrihe time of “The Great Depression”
until the 1960s. Therefore, female sex travel declkirastically from the time of The
Great Depression until the 1960s. The Great Dejresshich started in the United



States when Wall Street crashed in 1929, and leddglmbal economic recession. It was
the largest and most important global economic ekgion of the 20 century with
devastating effect on almost every aspect of gle@érprise (Bernanke 1983; Temin,
1991). International trade plunged into chaos, tanson industry was virtually halted,
farming, mining and logging almost came to abrupd,eand the global banking system
was practically shut down (Bernanke 1983; Temir§1)9Consequently, global travels,
including female travels were adversely affectegp@sonal income and jobs were also
hit hard.

But, the 1960s which coincided with the second wharainism, witnessed again the
explosion of international travel and re-ignitednance tourism by western women.
French Canadian women blaze the trail in this kgeth their ‘invasion’ of Barbados
while Scandinavian and Swedish female sex toupstferred Spain and the Gambia
(Belliveau, 2005; de Albuquerque, 1998; Pruitt &adFont, 1995). Within a short time,
the Caribbean’s, especially Jamaica, the DominRapublic, Cuba, Barbados, as well as
Kenya and the Gambia became hot spot for Euro-Araeriemale tourists who thronged
the countries for hedonistic purposes. Also, fem@lerists from Japan and Taiwan came
on the scene, and the beaches of Bali in Indonasid,Phuket in Thailand were their
favorite destinations (Belliveau, 2005; de Albugue, 1998; Pruitt and LaFont, 1995).

This increase in female tourists continued into 1B&0s. According to Clift and Carter
(2000), increase in female tourists from the 19G@s be attributed to factors, such as
innovations in social, economic and technologyhia ¢arly 1970s as well as innovations
in package holidays, chartered flights, and mas=lymtion of aircrafts. With more
women in the middle class and with less pressurenfrriages, thus, more women were
able to embark on international travels. In additib also provided new opportunities for
female tourists to engage in sexual activity witltal men at tourists’ destinations
because of the availability of financial resouraesheir disposal and many women have
been able to assume similar roles like men in theipus era (Pruitt and LaFont, 1995).

It is also pertinent to state that sexual relatigqms between female tourists and local
males intersect with broader ideological, econoamd cultural factors which, in some
ways impacts on its development (Clift and Carg9)00). Regarding this, (Clift and
Carter, 2000) also emphasized that Southern Eunopeantries such as Spain, lItaly,
Greece and Malta, were the prime destinations &mkaged mass tourists in the 1970s
because of the fact that they bordered the Meditean Sea with predominantly peasant
family structures. Thus, the low economic statustltdse men and good climate,
contributed significantly to travel to the southwsgstern female tourists.

The study carried out by Boissevain in 1978, intilaind Costal del Sol, and reported by
Clift and Carter( 2000), note that it was common Ibcal young males to engage in
serial sexual activities with affluent female tists. Kousis (1996) and quoted by Clift
and Cater( 2000) also note that in the late 1988jsm was well developed in Crete,
during the seven- month period of tourism actigitithe number of female tourists, who
are largely single female tourists, actually oatbered local males to the ratio 10:1.



Thus, the local males between 16-30 years systeatigtengaged in sexual relationships
with the foreign women.

In the recent times (1990s-2000s), many other rkgsdns especially in the developing
countries of the south, have gained reputation gnveestern female sex tourists. More
so, according to United Nations World Tourism Oigation’s (UNWTO) statistics,
there is an unprecedented growth in global travbich was merely 25 million in 1950
but rose to 940 million in 2008 and is predicteadach 1 billion in 2010 and 1.6 billion
in 2020 (UNWTO 2009). This phenomenal increase lobg travels also includes
increase in the number of female tourists alikendée female sex tourists can now be
found everywhere with beaches such as Costa Rieapddo, Ecuador, Ghana and
Kenya (Philip, 1999; Omondi 2003, Kibicho, 2005)ighare largely of peasant families
and abound with hundreds of unemployed and unddogexgh strong and energetic
young men, more than the 1970s southern Europe.

Now in relation to this historical descriptive pioc¢ of ‘romance tourism’ by women
from affluent western countries, it is instructitee explain the parallel development of
feminist movement.

2.3 FEMINSM AND ‘ROMANCE TOURISM’

Women'’s equality in  political, social, sexualtgllectual and economic rights as men is
a fundamental to the theory of feminism. Feminiamaenpasses theories, diversity of
movements and advocacy groups as well as philossgbcused on gender equality and
women’s rights (Code, 2000). Thus, according toe&ddminism focused on producing
critical, constructive analyses of universal povwstructures, theoretical propositions,
social practices and institutions that subjugatedamarginalized women, and to
effecting social transformations of women’

Therefore, theoretically, feminism challenges &k tstructural features of patriarchal
societies where men occupied positions of greatsvep than women do and where
women were considered as inferior to men. (Cod@)0®2 Nevertheless, the history of
feminism can be divided into three waves. The fisstve took place between late
nineteenth centuries and early twentieth centutiessecond between 1960s and 1970s,
and the third from 1990s till today.

2.3.1 First Wave Feminism

First wave feminism refers to a period of femirastivities in the United Kingdom and
United States during the nineteenth and early tw#ntenturies with focus on struggle
against women'’s inequalities as well as votingtsdiode, 2000). Prior to 1920s, gender
was constructed and equated with biological sex l@intbgical essentialism justified
predetermined divisions of labour along the lindssex. However, in early 1920s,
consequent upon the development of first wave fesmn especially spearheaded by
female scholars such as Margaret Mead, sex andegemere thereafter analytically
distinguished and considerable attention was paithé social construction of gender.
Thus, during this period, according to Code (200@) focal point of feminist
ethnography, was on women and was conceived ofiagay subject.

Nevertheless, there was a shift in the concepti#iz of sex and gender in the 1960s
and 1970s. Joyce, (2000) noted that following tinergence of a new wave of feminism



which was influenced by feminist anthropologistshmgonsiderable efforts to the formal
definitions of gender and sex systems in where @bhgentials of biology was the
foundation for culturally-specific gender systems.

2.3.2 Second Wave Feminism

Second-wave feminism in the west, was an activéitiqaly engaged development
instrumental in carrying out wide-spread socialipr! changes among women .1t began
in the early 1960s and lasted through late 1970seffman, 2002)Second wave
movement focused on many wide ranges of contentisgsies. These include
reproductive rights, family, sexuality and workma®uring this period, women agitated
and fought to liberate themselves from their tiadal roles of mothers and wives
(Freedman, 2002). Hence, the era witnessed thenguoh iconic images such as bra and
image many still associate with feminism and wortiberation movement till today.
Although, the second wave supported and gave dsa powerful women liberation
movement. However, due to the defeat of the amentiwethe equal rights law, the
second third wave feminism also came on the scedenas also gaining support gave
and run parallel with the second wave (Freedmad2R0

2.3.3 Third Wave Feminism

The third wave began in early 1990s and providegsponse to the criticism against the
initiatives and movements spearheaded by the sewaw® (Code, 2000;Gillis and
Munford, 2003). Among other things, the third waeckallenged second wave’s
essentialist’s definition of feminism, which asswhreeuniversal female identity. Though
the third wave feminists did not completely rejded agenda of second-wave feminists,
they simply seek to free feminist practice ofperceived ideological rigidity Snyder
(2008). The third wave challenged the overemphdsezgeriences of the upper middle
class western females.

Furthermore, central to third wave feminism is #@msumption of pos-structuralist's
interpretation of gender and sexuality with sigrafice consequences on female sex
tourism (Freedman, 2002; Gills, 2003). This is lseaof a number of issues brought on
board and negotiated by third wave feminists. €altof the second wave feminism, the
position of third wave feminists is summed up bylk&a (2006) and quoted by Snyder
(2008), observed thatt‘seems that to be a feminist in the way that weehseen or
understood, feminism is to conform to an ideratity way of living that doesn’t allow for
individuality, complexity, or less than perfect g@mal histories’ Therefore, third wave
feminist: fear that the identity will dictate and regulaterdives, instantaneously pitting
us against someone, forcing us to choose inflexbteunchanging sides, female against
male, black against white, oppressed against ogmesyood against bad. This way of
ordering the world is especially difficult for a ggration that has grown up transgender,
bisexual, interracial, and knowing and loving pe®plvho are racist, sexist, and
otherwise afflicted{Snyder, 2008:176).

Thus, third wave feminism is less rigid and lesdgmental in comparison to second
wave feminism. Whereas, second wave feminism igrgoiby third wave feminists as
‘victim feminism’ sexually judgmental, anti-malentasex, anti-fun and even anti-



femininity (Wolf 2006). Hence, third wave feministscorporated issues such as queer
theory, transgender, and rejected the concept oflegebinary. It also offers broad
definitions of sex and what oppression and empowatroould mean within the context
of sex.

Furthermore, third wave feminism is more inclusare racially diverse than the second
wave Snyder (2008). In fact, Third-wave feminisspects both the differences between
women based on religion, race, ethnicity and econostanding as well different
identities within an individual. It also allows fatentities that were previously believed
to be in opposition to feminism (Wolf 2006).

Furthermore, third wave rejects opposition to pgraphy and sex work, and challenge
the existing views that participants in sex andnpgraphy cannot be empowered.
Therefore, third wave feminism has championed tielration of sexuality as a positive
aspect of woman’s life (Freedman, 2002; Gills, 200hird wave feminists feel at
liberty to interact with men as equals, claim séxpéeasure as they desire it
(heterosexual or otherwise), and actively play &tmininity (Snyder, 2008). As a result
of this development, an increasing number of woerenable to assert more control over
their sexuality and seek for opportunities to expla desired sex life. These contribute
greatly to increase in the number of western wos®eking sexual exploration that can
largely be realized in developing countries.

Therefore, it could be argue that in addition tis thew mindset, many western females
are in a better position to use their superior racel class in negotiating sexual
explorations with younger men in developing cowstriThis evidently correlates with
post-colonial feminists’ argument that racial, slasand ethnic oppression of the
colonized people relating to the colonial expereengarticularly, is only of patriarchy
power. | addition, the colonial men considered n@blandscape as

The relationships between race and class, andnmemurism is very significant and
this is discuss next.

2.4 CRITICAL PARADIGM

Critical paradigm is a major shift of social enguirom the traditional established and
entrenched forms of enquiries, namely post-positivi interprevitism, constructionism
and positivism (Tribe, 2007), which tends to treaiman action as a thing or object and
gives no opportunity for plurality in human actiofdemingway, 1996). Its early
development was strongly influenced by the phildsep of Kant, Hegel, Marx and
Aristotle (Hemingway, 1996). It is a good lens famalyzing tourism and romance
tourism in particular, because it envisages mutiphses for human actions rather than
single reason. This is very relevant because egisliterature on romance tourism
attested to the fact that there are multiple reagon engaging in romance tourism by
both western female tourists and local males iretiging countries.

Furthermore, critical paradigm acknowledges theohisty of social phenomenon and
connects historical actions/events with the presesiities. It strives to make obvious the
unequivocal historical perspective, in which so@etion is situated, in particular those
elements which have become a part of that actianttie actor’'s norm longer considers
them as a consequence of past action or of hiatozantext (Hemingway, 1996). This



further reinforces the relevance of critical theamthe analysis of romance tourism as
published materials affirm that tourism and spealfy, romance tourism has a long
history which develops gradually over time intoptesent form of travel.

This is particularly significant because westermdée tourist’s travel to developing
countries undoubtedly, has historical linkage wveitiionial past but many do not appear to
be conscious of this historical links. In additidne empirical basis for critical theory’s
analysis acknowledges that human actions are Helguhbistorical and also that such
actions are essentially from a particular cultucahtext. This explains perhaps, the
reason for the fact that western culture and aailon is continuously on the move to
developing countries vis-a-vis western female sktyuand pleasure seeking which
romance tourism exemplify. Therefore, the histdlycapecific conditions in which
human actions transpire are the bases of critieedigm’s empirical analysis of social
roles, practices and institutions.

It is noteworthy to state that critical paradignttempt to establish contact between
theory and practice, and endeavor to emancipateoffpgress (Hemingway, 1996).
Therefore, the idea of emancipation is the norneatierizon for the critical paradigm.
The critical paradigm endeavours to raise the wifethe marginalised occasioned by
the power imbalance in tourism in general, and meaaourism in particular. According
to Davidson (2001) this power imbalance (as alredutheir race, class and economic
advantage)points to the existence of some imbalance of §opialitical, economic
and/or physical, psychological or emotional powestieen the exploiter and the
exploited’ ( Davidson, 2001: 2). Also, being critical of wast female tourists who
sexually exploit and oppress local males in devappountries, Taylor (2006) stressed
that the western women in her stutlyok advantage of an imbalance of power to obtain
a sexual advantage that would otherwise have beared them. It does not necessarily
imply that the exploiter used violence, nor thae texploited would necessarily
subjectively feel victimized, violated or exploitétsing the term ‘exploitation’ in this
way, | would argue that female tourists who trawelamaica or the Dominican Republic
for ‘romance’ or sex do exploit Caribbean men ire teense that they wittingly or
unwittingly take advantage of unequal global ancklgpower structures in order to both
pursue their own sexual pleasure, and to affirmntbelves as raced, sexual and
engendered beings and so to improve or consolidhegie position on status hierarchies
of gender, race and sexualitfTaylor, 2006: 52).

Critical paradigm also create the possibility fbe treflexivity of the researcher thereby
giving the researcher the opportunity to bring bethdemic and personal life experience
experiences in to the research. This fact is alstrdss by Hemingway who notes
that!the historical embeddedness both of what it ingests and the investigation itself
is the source of critical theory’s self-reflexivit)Where positivism separates the
researcher from what is researched, and where coaistism fractures this relationship
into multiple sites among which any critical judgarh is difficult if not impossible,
critical theory makes its own enterprise a conssioiwcus of critical attention’
(Hemingway, 1996:492).



Since critical paradigm is theory driven, some lué theories employed under critical
paradigm include colonisation, post-colonial, pststicturalist and feminist theories as
well as concepts such as ambivalence, binarismQthering (Ashcroft et al. 1998).

Therefore, the relevance of post-colonial theoryomance tourism’ is discussed next.

2.5 POST-COLONIALISM AND ‘ROMANCETOURISM’

The two words, colonialism and colonization comanfrthe Latin wordcolere which
means to ‘cultivate’ and ‘to give shape’ Thereforeiginally, colonialism and
colonization meant organization/arrangement (Pri2B07).Post-colonial theory is
popular in studies related to globalization, depeient and ‘Third World'. Colonization
is an ancient phenomenon dated back to the anBiemtan Empire. It is an imperial
domination and exploitation by a powerful domingticentre ruling a distant territory
(Ashcroft et al.1998). However, the period betwe®70s -1900 witnessed an
enthusiastic expansionist movement by the Europeeiety aggressively penetrating the
rest of the world where they established colonied emposed European ideologies,
cultures and system of administration.

This expansionist movement was embarked upon iaerdadcreate wealth and power to
the European colonial masters and the interestetolonized people was not taken into
consideration (Ashcroft, et al. 1998). Thereforelonial expansion developed at the
same time as the modern capitalist system. Then@sdovere used for the provision of
raw materials such as sugar and cotton. Colonialars fuelled capitalist expansion and
was instrumental in the industrialisation and ‘depenent’ of the West (Hammond,
2006; Ashcroft et al.1998). It involves direct tmrial appropriation of another country,
exploitation of its resources and labour and ietenfice with the ability of the country to
govern itself Nevertheless post-colonialism hasobex increasingly influential in the
intellectual landscape of tourism studies espscialbdeveloping countries. This is due to
the fact tourism in developing countries is largetyinected to colonial era and more so,
according to Hall and Tucker (2004%tudies of tourism in the less developed countries
concerns over identity and representation, and fizetgy over the nature and
implications of the cultural, political and econamencounters that are intrinsic to the
tourist experience(p:1). This assertion is very significant becatm&ism in developing
countries is dependent on tourists flow from th#uaht west which is the thrust of
dependency theory.

Linking dependency theory to post-colonialism, Movtth and Munt notes'the
significance of colonialism and imperialism to thes of underdevelopment and
dependency has a special appeal to writers of soairi..... The origins of tourists from
the First World have for many become an irresistibhalogy of colonial and imperial
domination (2003: 50). Similarly, Nash (1982) and quoted bywitwth and Munt
argues thattourism only exists in so much as the metropolitane generates the
demand for tourism and tourists themselegsl concludes that it is thipdwer over
tourists and related development abroad that makesetropolitan centre imperialistic
and tourism a form of imperialisnfMowforth and Munt, 2003:50)

More over, tourism development in developing caestis rooted in colonialism and the
stereotypical gaze of developing countries as twald by western tourists find full



expression today. It is this stereotypical viewctifzens of developing countries that
contributes to the flourishing of ‘romance tourisim’ developing countries as well.
Regarding this, van den Abebbe (1980), and quoyelidwforth and Munt (2003) was
critical of ‘tourism as doubly imperialistic both in turning WdhiWorld cultures into a
commodity and providing hedonistic practices foraltley First World tourists’
(Mowforth and Munt, 2003:50). Since many westenmdée tourists seek for hedonistic
experiences in developing countries, it can be edghat they are largely influenced by
the colonial sentiment which classify third worldgple as inferior, thus, the ‘Others’.

Also, connecting the colonial gaze and romanceédouin developing countries, Taylor
(2006)in a study on the western female touristshi@ Caribbean quotes a 42 years
English woman who travel to the Dominican repulalideast three times a year for sex
with local men:I'm not naive, I've been around the block. | comedex, of course the
sun, but mostly the sex. I'm not coming to live aatlup house with a guy | just want
some fun and good sef2006:50). It could be argue that resorts in dgpielg countries
which constitute the ‘inferior and ‘colonized’ pele, provide suitable arenas for
hedonistic experiences for the pleasure seekingeaiff western female tourists. More so
colonial race laden words such as ‘untamed’ ‘retedness’, ‘raw’ ‘natural’ and
‘exotic’ are still been used today to describe mmad women from developing countries
(Taylor, 2006).

Additionally, modern tourism in developing counsriis still constructed and operated in
a master-servant relationship, thus an extensionotdnialism (Mowforth and Munt,
2003), which also construct the manner romancedwuoperates. The western woman
being the (powerful) master while the local mal¢his servant and is powerless. In order
to maintain their hold on black men, Taylor oleerthat'tourist women do not enter
into sexual relationships with middle-class men wiould be their economic equals or
superiors, but enter into sexual encounters witm mverking in the formal or informal
sex industry. As affluent Western tourists, they asle to use their economic power to
limit the risk of being challenged or subjugdtg@aylor, 2006:49). This apparently
revealed the nature of the relationship that isallgpreferred and cherish by western
female tourists regarding sexual liaisons with lonales in developing countries. Hence,
Taylor (2006)concludes:Female sex tourists | interviewed generally spokéeeling
powerful in relation to local men’.

It is also important to state that some destinationdeveloping countries with colonial
historical link or under different forms of domimat in the past are preferred by some
western tourists from the past colonial powers e@sfig where there are relics and
legacies of colonial rule. For example, Jamaicarb8dos, Kenya, The Gambia and
Ghana, which were former colonies of Britain, regeeisignificant British tourists
annually (Jacobs, 2009). It is also significant that all the destinations popular for
romance tourism in Africa are Anglophone Africaruntries- the Gambia, Ghana and
Kenya. Similarly, North African countries and othErancophone countries receive
substantial French tourists. Thus, largely, thecated independent countries are not
completely independent after all. Hence, this nemnf of colonisation through tourism
has been labeled as neo-colonialism (Kothari, 2002y dition, romance tourism should
be considered as a powerful cultural arena andegsothat both shapes and is shaped by



gendered presentations of places, people, natiothaltures. Thus, it could be stated
that social-cultural nexus of gender—power relaion romance tourism as well as the
construction of the ‘Other’, is fundamental to (poslonial culture and the global
capitalism. Also, in his criticism of the currenéwvé&lopment in tourism in developing
countries, Chung (1994) and cited by Mowforth andni(2003) referred to tourism in
developing countries as an advance form of posirgalism which destroys bodies and
souls in third world countries. He also noté€Bhird World tourism carries a major
symptom of colonialism: “Domination and Subjugation(Mowforth and Munt,
2003:52). These therefore make post-colonial theorgappropriate lens for the analysis
of this study. The concepts of Binarism and Amtewake are among the key concepts in
post-colonial studies. | argue bellow how both @pts help in understanding ‘romance
tourism’ in developing countries.

2.5.1 Ambivalence

Ambivalence is a concept, which, refers to a compleultaneous attraction toward and
repulsion from a thing, person or action, which aaspted into colonial discourse by
Homi Bhaha (Ascroft, 1998). Its application in colal discourse theory elicit the
complex nature of relationships between the cokthend coloniser. The colonised is at
the same time attracted to and repulsed by then@o (Dona Chambers, 2007).
According to Ashcroft et al. (1998), this relatibis is considered ambivalent for the
reason that the colonised is certainly not and labdy opposed to the coloniser. In
addition, ambivalence indicates that complicity aesistance exist in a sporadic relation
within the colonised and exemplify exploitation amdturing at the same time.

This complex attractions was observe by Herold.€@01) on their study of interactions
between male and female tourists as well as beagh &nd female sex providers in
Dominican Republic. From the interviews, Heroldaétnotice that though, local males
do not find all the female tourists with whom thepgage in sexual relationships
attractive but nevertheless, find them financiatyractive. HenceéWhen the men have
sexual encounters with women whom they find sexualttractive, they use different
strategies for trying to block out the women’s ared unattractiveness. One strategy
involves not looking at the woman'’s face while tlaeg havingsexual relations but
rather focusing on other parts of her body or pg$arot looking at her at all and
fantasizing about someone else. Another stratedyp wrink a fair amount of alcohol
ahead of time{2001:989).

Similarly, many western female tourists only firatdl black males sexually attractive.
This ambivalent attraction explains the reason nfamale tourists will never allow their
relationships with local males to transgress beysmdial relationship. This is buttress in
the study conducted by Taylor. According to Tay&or American woman, who regularly
visit Jamaica, summed up the recurring view of mamegtern female touristSWomen
who come [to Jamaica]...don’t need a man... excepsd®r don’t need them for money -
just sex — because they can’t do that for themseBetter to have someone uneducated
that acts like a lackey and in your control, so yzan say when it starts and when it
stops’(2006:46).



Even though the black males also realized they Wwesn exploited for sex by female
tourists, they still hustle for the white femalauitists. Furthermore, they also expressed
feelings of rejection, disappointment, betrayal aighonor, observe Taylor. This is put
in this perspective by a local male interviewedlamaica by TaylorSome ladies, they
just come for two weeks, just for satisfaction.satsfy their needs and their wants and
they don't remember you. Many guys are treated thkat. Like they use them or
something. Lots of times | see this happen andfiezl(2006: 49).Black males who felt
used in their relationships with the white ladiesndt usually understand this ambivalent
relationships. Hence, the local males cannot fedignprehend the motives of the women
tourist who can only find them sexually attractivBut who subsequently after being
sexually satisfied will choose to ‘dumped’ thermaylor, 2006). Thus, in this light, the
concept of ambivalence best explains this complenpmenon.

Moreover, it is acknowledged by many tourism wetdrat romance tourism is based on
attraction for the opposite sex as a result of elegf difference between the female
tourists and local males. This scenario is expthingthe concept of binary which is one
of the principal concepts in post-colonial theofhe relevance of this concept in
romance tourism is discussed bellow.

2.5.2 Binarism

Binarism referred to a grouping of two things, ar pd strict opposition between two
categories and in which one is always dominanms. & extensively used term with unique
meanings in numerous fields and has a particufaraece in post-colonial theory (Croft
et al., 1998). Binary opposition is the most exteeform of opposition and denies the
existence of an overlapping categories, grey aogai®-between. Hence examples of
binary opposition includes: sun/moon; man/womargackiwnhite; civilized/primitive;
birth/death and good/evil. Binary logic of impeisah is a development and perpetuation
of western ideology which recognized a relationdoiminance. Furthermore, binary
opposition exists in order to authenticate that ihamce such as man over woman and
white over black. Therefore, the concept of binasy important in constructing
ideological meanings in general and can also bd tseconstruct romance tourism as
well. It could be argued that binary oppositionchstas man/woman; black/white;
civilized/primitive; host /guest and rich/poor arery fundamentals in the construction of
romance tourism and this is attested to by maagigm writers such as Davidson, 2001,
Pritchard and Morgan 2000; Cabeza, 2004 and Ta3086.

The dualisms that characterized romance tourisAfrica and Ghana particular can be
explain to be a binary relationship. This is begai exemplify relationships between
two opposing races; white women tourists and lbtatk men. By implications, it also
underscores relationships between centers andimeaigpres and peripheries and the
powerful and the powerless Thus the desire by wes$énale tourists to seek for sexual
relationship with local black males in Africa artetCaribbean, can also be argued to be
rooted in their desire and curiosity to experietiee ‘Other’ which is facilitated by dual
binarism. More so, Mc Cotter notéBravel begins with an imaginative act; it requires
‘daydreaming and anticipation of new or differentperiences from those normally
encountered in the here and now, behind and bey@wi81). Romance tourism has also



been argued to have been influenced by the whitel tourists’ fantasizing about the
erotic ‘Other’, black bodies. Regarding this, Aistn (2001) notes thdSeeing the
Other person or people as merely subaltern indmiriesonate postcolonial sentiments
by the western tourists who are at the same tirtteacéed to the ‘exotic’ and ‘erotic’
‘Other’ (Aitchison, 2001). The concept of binarism cleamyicits the colonial
underpinnings of romance tourism.

The ideological and empirical growth of ‘romanceurism is strongly linked to
exploration by most western tourists for socialgnstructed ‘exotic and authenticity’
believed to be somewhere else in ‘Other’ cultaed simpler life-styles’ (MacCannell,
1973).1t is noteworthy to state that this sociatpnstructed ‘authenticity’, has
contributed significantly to tourism in general andeed romance tourism in particular
(Taylor, 2006; Mc Cotter, 2007) It can be affirm#éuht twentieth-century western
women’s travel to developing countries to engage‘ramance tourism’ obviously
reinforce the binary dualism of power/powerlessjt&/hblack, primitive/civilized which
clearly position western female’s travel within poslonial discourse. This fact is also
supported by Hammond (2006), who argued thdest’'s collective sense of self, is
grounded in imperial-colonial binarism or in opptish between Europe and its othdrs
p:87).

2.6 Race, class and Romance Tourism

Race, as a socially constructed structure, whicthénprocess of social interactions, is
manifested in the institutions of humanity, integmmal connections and identities which
become well-defined among those living in raciabbgsed society (Chow, 2000).
Similarly, class is a socially structured institutj which, like race, systematizes material,
ideological and interpersonal relations. Chow asterate that wealth and affluence play
vital roles in the construction of class while gends institutionalized in the fabric of
society and shape, like race and class, materilil beeng, social identities and group
relationships (Chow, 2000).

Therefore, race, class and gender construct arldentde interactions, opportunities,
ideology and the structure of resistances that eimbdmman existence (Chow 2000).
They also influence tourism experiences, becausg determine the choice of tourism
destinations and activities by different touristed @nfluence the exotic ‘Othering’ of
places. This becomes very apparent as tourists sgelic destinations which include the
landscape, people and their culture especialleiretbping countries.

Also, race, class and gender influence the prooésecial mobility and construct the
opportunities diverse groups could have and expegieFurthermore, race, gender and
class are considered by many as inseparable degantsiof inequalities (Chow, 2000).
Thus it is a known a fact that romance tourismvésion the inequalities between the
western female tourists and the local men. Whileythiunction interdependently,
however, they form interlocking patterns that pdevfoundation for developing multiple
systems of domination that influence access to pawel privileges (Chow, 2000) .
Thus, the connections between power relations esrdance is also worth considering,
and is consider next.



2.7 Romance Tourism and Power Relations

Generally, it can be stated thabmance tourism’ provides the platform for western
female tourists to assert their femininity, economnd racialised power on black males
in third world countries. The ridiculous disparitymaterial comfort between the western
and third world countries makes moderately low-paaikers from affluent countries to
live like kings/queens in third world destinatidmscause of huge difference between the
value of their currencies (dollars/euros) and lacatencies in third world countries.

Hence, western female tourists can enjoy the kinelconomic power they cannot hope
to exercise at home over their fellow men in thetwdn addition, many western women
are now financially well of, enjoying new econonpiower and independence previously
limited to few. Therefore, these provide the oppoity for many western female tourists
to developing countries to take advantage of blaekes in satisfying their sexual urges
(Taylor, 2001). For example, an increasing numibevamen in the west have improved
economic and social standing with some of themdbirsiness executives.

Therefore, the economic and social status manyemonow enjoy provide them with
security and independence that translates into pawe control over men in romance
tourism. Moreover, according to Pruitt and La F@r895), there is bound to be increase
in the number of western female tourists seekingiaeexperiences with black males as
well as more black males willing to provide sexvesr for the tourists. This also
underscores the fact that romance tourism will iomet to be on the rise because the gap
between the affluent west and the third world cmsnis also on the increase. Pruitt and
La Font (1995) further remark that some women doomty enjoy the power they have
over men in romance tourism relationships, but &spress keenness in keeping men
dependent on them.

Moreover, Pruitt and La Font (1995) also stress tha realization by, western female
tourists, of the fact that their racial and ecomsuperiority over black males allow
them to provisionally experience the feeling of dieance over black men, invariably put
them on the same pedestal with white male sexgisuwiho exploit black women for the
same purpose. Hence, with the new economic poweially constructed roles feminine
and masculine roles are publicly contested andertnggd daily by many Euro-American
women prompting them to seek out new identities gedder roles outside of the
traditional gender scripts offered in their culsiteack home (Pruitt and La Font, 1995).

Nevertheless, the fact that they have economic poavel the social order supports the
idea that money can buy anything, even a full grewergetic young man who will be at
their whims and caprices, could also be inspiratiohus, it could be argued that
western female tourists consider local beach bsys@sumable commodities’, which
could be purchase and consume as they wish. Héftartin (2006) was very critical of
western female tourists and statdtese women tend not to differentiate betweenrmyi
groceries at the supermarket and paying for sexesorts”.

In addition to power relations, objectificationtdfck males also influences the choice of
destinations by western female tourists who faméasiabout black bodies, prompting



them to travel to Africa and the Caribbean. Thensgction between objectification of
black males is consider bellow.

2.8 Objectification and racialization of Black males

Romance tourism thrives on the objectification ierpation of sexualized and racialised
‘black bodies, where black men represent the ‘exatther’ (Taylor, 2000). Taylor (2000)
also affirm that racist stereotype of the exotid a&motic black, is used to sell romance
tourism. Consequently, in romance tourism, blackeshare objectified and racialised in
this relationship. Thus Kempado (2001) note thatstern female tourists mentally
perceive and construct, black men as racialised sexlal objects, the hypersexual and
black male stud{Kempado:50). Herold et al. (2001) also notes that allure of the
‘exotic’ local males often fascinate white femadeirists. It can therefore be argued that
there is perceive myths of black male’s bodies Wytevfemale sex tourists and this
apparently have strong influence on the relatignshi

Furthermore, in describing black males, some westemale tourists are also fond of
using some racial laced phrases and expressiorts asriclark skin’, ‘younger-small
frame’; handsome, physically fit, more passionat&re emotional, more natural, and
sexually tempting(Pruitt and La Font, 1995: 430). Thus, by implicas, third world
countries serve as spot for western female toutstsxplore and actualize their fantasies
of the ‘exotic Other and to indulge in some muneld®isure activities where racialised
and sexualized black bodies constitute commodifpgdnary resources to be exploited
(Kempado, 2001).

Additionally, Taylor( 2000) remark that many Eukmerican female tourists, who look
for romantic relationships with black men in deyefg countries during their holidays,
cannot do so in their home countries because ofdleeal construction of blacks back
home due to racism thereby making it impracticarld unacceptable. However, this is
reversed once they are at tourist destinationsfiitaAand/ the Caribbean’s. Moreover,
because it is socially unacceptable back homegedbimes a fantasy which can only
translate into reality once they are in Africaotthe Caribbean shores. In addition, many
of the white female tourists will not challenge isme back home but will rather accept
and appreciate the racial hierarchy and the positiconfers on them (Taylor, 2000).
For example, in one of the studies conducted bylofag the Caribbean, she reported
that a north American white woman who is a frequasitor to Jamaica noted that her
visit was ‘secret, it's a time out, its like a fantasy and then you lgome’ due to
abhorrence of interracial relationships in her hdaoven (Taylor, 2000: 47). Apparently,
destinations in Third World countries provide ureqarena and safe haven for Euro-
American female tourists to actualize their fargasand to translate their myths into
realities. In addition, it also enables them to én@entrol over a stereotypical racially
constructed and imagined objectified masculinitgemthe guise of romance tourism.

As a result, it could be argued that they theeefsiiow how constrained they feel by
social norms and by their lack of passion in whiten.This assertion is further reinforced
by the fact that, back home in Europe and North Acae western women are often
stigmatized for having informal relationships witither younger black men or for having



many sexual partners. This hinders their expresamhthe realization of their desired
freedom. However, they can afford to break thisialyc constructed “barb wire”
gendered and racialised platform and avoid beetigeéesd or been seen as a social
outcast. Western female tourists therefore cary fedpress their sexuality, as they so
desire with black males. More so, their activitiggh black males remained concealed at
their holiday resort in developing countries, thbsir respect and status back home
remained untarnished (Herold et. al. 2001). Norefise romance tourism epitomizes
profound gender reversal roles for both the fern@leists and local black males. This is
discuss next.

2.9 Romance Tourism and Gender Role Reversal

Regarding gender role reversal in romance tourBBmitt and La Font (1995) noted that
romance tourism challenge and redefine the traditigender roles constructed by the
cultures of both the western female tourists am@llonales, and that romance tourism
allow western female tourists to affirm a new idigntand develop their gender

repertoires in realms formerly held by white ment Boting the fact that the local males
come from a socially and culturally constructedistycwhere men maintains dominant
power over the females. Evidently then, there rbestverriding pressure compelling the
men to assume a new identity and role, where tleepine subordinate to women. In
addition, Pruitt and Lafont, (1995) further notddhatt'.....female tourists have the

opportunity to explore new gender behavior. In futre local men who associate with
tourists, in many ways, enter into a new tourisrituca and distance themselves from
their society’s normative authority. These men @s® free to explore new gender roles
while they pursue social and economic mobility Hrelfreedom to experience a new kind
of intimate relationship(Pruitt and Lafont, 1995: 423).

Thus, Taylor (2001,) ascribes gender roles reveosahsioned by romance tourism
which defied those that are normative within theteat of cultural and social institutions

of both the tourists and locals, to power relatidresylor (2001, 2006) further argues that
economic power and racial/ethnic status play @itioles in gender roles negotiation,
that ensue between tourists and locals. The intgicaf this is that romance tourism,

like male sex tourism, celebrates racializatiorprepsion, dominance and exploitation of
developing countries by the western female tourists

Similarly, Pruit and La Font (1995) note that romaourism provides the stage for the
perpetuation and reinforcement of western impesialin another guise. The dominance
by western female tourists on black male’ subortitimain romance tourism is a classical
example of a lopsided relationship that is contirslp contested and re-created. A
further analysis of the concept of romance tounisueals a relationship that is sustained
by both partner's exploration and exploitation @portunities as well as manipulation
and expansion of their negotiated maleness andléaess (Pruit and La Font, 1995).
This scenario obviously portrays western femaleistal as the superior and dominant
race. Thus, it could also be argued that it redléloé crucial roles of race, otherness, class
and power relations, in the construction and repetidn of the new ‘maleness and
femaleness’. This can be explained within the odnté established politico-historical
past which can be situated within post-colonial godtstructuralist theories. Therefore,



it could be submitted that, gender role reversahesessary for the nullification of
traditional gender roles because the west is seémpmjected as the superior race to the
‘third world’.

2.10 Romance tourism: short term or Long relatioships?

Romance tourism is often associated with love ang term relationships by some sex
tourism researchers (Pruitt and La Font ,1995r&g$f2001 ). For example, Pruitt and La
Font argue that romance tourism engenders long-tetationships rather than casual
short-term sexual relationships associated withert@irists and local females. Although,
de Albuquerque (1998) acknowledge the fact thatesf@male tourists actually fall in
love with local men. Nevertheless, based on higlystn Jamaica and Barbados, he
argued that these cases account for only a simgadtion of the total number of
relationships. Nevertheless, the evolution of roticarelationships between tourists and
locals into long-term relationships or marriagesas limited to romance tourism. For
example, interactions between western male touasts local women have also been
reported to blossom into marriages as well (Kempa661). The subjective analysis and
generalization by Pruitt and La Font does not aaptwery relationship between western
female tourists and host black males. The emerfgiatg have also shown that there are
indeed many exceptions. According to Oppermanen also look for ‘love' in a
customer-prostitute relationship... where their mprsupposedly can buy not only more
sex, but also more tenderneg®pperman,1998: 157).

Romero-Daza and Freidus (2008), in their descmptd interactions between female
tourists and local males in Costa Rica, observeithenany cases, the women are only
interested in casual sexual experiences with thal lmen. This sentiment was captured
by the expression of a female tourist in their gtwtho noted thatvhat happens in Costa
Rica stays in Costa RicgRomero-Daza and Freidus, 2008:175). This confirrties
argument that not all female tourists are intecestelong term relationships with local
men. Similarly, some female tourists who are irgere@ in sexual exploration and
adventure during their travel to developing cowstralso indulge in sex with several
local men often involving group sex. Romero-Daza &mneidus (2008) reported that
‘group sex can involve one woman having sex witlers¢ men at a time, or several
women engaged in sex with a group of (local) ma(@mero-Daza and Freidus,
2008:176). Also, Bauer (2007) who interviewed 28 wrirists and locals in Cuzco, Peru
reported that a Spanish dihd 10 different guys in 2 weel@auer, 2007:290).

These clearly undermine long-term relationshipsvbeh western female tourists and
local black males being peculiar with romance ®wmrias argued by Pruitt and LaFont.
Thus, de Albuquerque (1998) based on his studyhénQaribbean; disagree with the
submission of Pruitt and LaFont. He noted that nudsthe women interviewed were
actually interested in casual sex with the locahrdevoid of any romantic relationships.
In addition, he further observed that it is comnfonsome local men and adventurous
female tourists to abandon their relationships @her women and local males
respectively who newly caught their fancies (deutjiberque, 1998:53). Definitely, these
negate the argument that love, emotions and feelmg the underpinnings of romance
tourism.



CHAPTER THEE
3.0 METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This chapter describes the methodology employedhiigrstudy. Although the study is
essentially a qualitative research neverthelesstifative questionnaire survey was also
use to complement the qualitative enquiry.

3.2 Qualitative research

Qualitative research is often referred to as ingactresearch characterized by an
ontological view that recognizes multiple realifi¢siths/ evidence grounded in the real
world, a subjective epistemology, insider perspesti non-random participants.
Grounded in interpretive social sciences, is ingectin nature, based on textual
representations of the phenomenon under study &wmodand Phillimore, 2004,
Silverman, 2004). It has synergy with critical thedeminist research and post-modern
approaches such as post-colonial theory (GoodsadnPdmllimore, 2004). Qualitative
research is a good way to gain insight into pespberceptions, desires, fears, problems
and aspirations associated with a particular isstiBus, it is most appropriate for this
study.

3.3 Quantitative method

Quantitative research method was also employednmptement the qualitative research.
Quantitative research is particularly relevant fbe study it helps in eliciting some
demographic information from the informants and peeception of a larger number of
beach boys with whom | could not conduct an in-depterview.

3.4Data collection

Data collection methods | used were participanteolaion, unstructured and semi-
structured in-depth interviews and/focus group usmns. It involves small number of
participants in the process of gathering in-deptfiormation, often referred to as thick
description. Quantitative method involved the u$estouctured questionnaire survey.
Data were analyzed for themes and representatitimeafesearch findings in a narrative
format written in first person that represent acpi®f life of the social setting of the
beach boys under study.

3.4.1 Unstructured Interview

Unstructured interview is a widely used method rdbimal interview during the first
phase of participant observation (Bernard, 1988%.Itbase on a clear mind and is
characterize by a minimum control over the infortferresponses. Unstructured
interview is employ to get people to open up angress themselves in their own terms
(Bernard, 1988). From these interviews, placestatdspots of primary contacts as well
as days of the week when negotiations are moreoprared were noted and recorded in a
note. These were pubs and nightclubs, populartsirebopping malls and beaches.
Subsequently, | visited these places. In all, itetsseven beaches (in and outside Accra),
five nightclubs, two shopping malls and two stremtsowned for interactions between
western (female and male) tourists and local btaales and females.



| also had unstructured interviews with ten loahéles. These also corroborated some
of the information given by the beach boys (sife&ytare also commonly found on the
beach). The women also provided further insights the subject of my research. In
addition, unstructured interview was also conduetét twelve staff of the six beaches
visited and two management staff of La Beach Redite were taken during all those
interviews and emerging facts were re-confirmednrby co-researchers. Additionally, 1
had unstructured interviews with three western fenaurists at Kokrobite Beach. This
also gave some insights into their purpose and asngell as their expectations and fears
in their relationships with the beach boys.

| started out with unstructured interviews with @wp of local males and females in
order to gather preliminary information about tm¥dlvement of Ghanaian males in
‘romance tourism’. This took place at two local pydmsterdam Spot and La Paz Nite
Club) in Accra with the help of a guide. The twobpuare generally quiet during the
daytime and virtually no activity takes in the tytaces. Activities usually commence
slightly from late afternoon towards the eveningrli£ arrivals are usually civil servants
and other office workers who normally stop by tket@ne or two bottles of beer on their
way home. Some of them usually return later in riight for full relaxation and for
socializing with their male and female friends, twiight and slow music at the
background. However, as soon as darkness graderallslopes the environment, the two
pubs will come to live as more people come aroumd the Ghanaian nightlife is on.
Heavy and fast tempo music replaces the formertlaae&nvironment becomes exciting.
Young women looking for men and men looking for veanmegotiate with each other as
they gulp beer down their throats and some accoynghis with cigarette. Some
however, indulge in hard drugs such as marijuandidgh hemp) and cocaine/heroine as
well. This is particularly common at Amsterdam spidtthese pubs, people generally sit
around the tables in the open space and nod teeidshto the rhythm of the music.
However, occasionally, a few could get up and dafidcee men in this category are
usually not the middle class. These men usuallyelesith the women of their choices
immediately an agreement is reached. However, tkemegroup of young men who also
regularly visit theses pubs but are not there tk promen. This group of young men
enjoy hanging out with others and sometimes ruanels for the first group earlier
described. This group of young men normally awties arrival of white female tourists
and they always share information about latesvasi These are the ‘beach boys’. This
group of beach boys only goes to the beaches mdsting the peak period of female
tourist’s arrivals in Ghana, which, is usually beem October and February. However,
occasionally they also go to the beaches, biggbs and nightclubs such Beomerang
as (as seen in figure 3.1), Aphrodisiac, Next D&ywise, Macumba and Mount Carlos
Night Clubs. These are bigger and better organite aesthetic features such as superb
dance floors, colourful and state of the art light and modern musical gadgets.



iré BTlghdwing Boomerang Night Club

These are expensive for the local beach boys tomaé regularly, as entrance fees are
charge unlike Amsterdam Spot and La Paz nightclulbb&re entrance is free entrance.
These bigger nightclubs are important locationsreeestern (men and women) tourists
regularly enjoy the Ghanaian nightlife and initisexual relationships with local males.
This group of beach boys provided me with the prelary information about
interactions and liaisons between Ghanaian men veestern female tourists in an
informal way through our discussion. Through thiiiactions with these beach boys, |
was able to gain first hand information about ‘rowe tourism’ in Ghana and Accra in
particular.

Besides being modern, these nightclubs attractGhanaian middleclass and actually
have special programmes for each day of the we#k tive exceptions of Mondays and
Tuesdays in some cases. Furthermore, activitiesllyscommence from about 11.00 pm
until the wee hours of the following mornings. Tlssunlike Amsterdam Spot and La
Paz, where activities are usually between 6:30 pdhl2:30 pm daily but rarely appeal to
the Ghanaian middle class. At the outside of tHagger nightclubs, western female
tourists could be seen with their beach boys aeshfnegotiations between newly arrived
tourists and beach boys are common scene. In addgometimes the negotiations could
have taken place between the female tourists anteghch boys at the beaches during the
daytime and thereafter visit some other placesrbefoming down to the nightclubs in
the night. Similarly, sometimes, it could be theamse. The nightclubs could be the first
place of contact and subsequently go to the bdwecfotiowing day.

| also visited some of the beaches where moreaddtiens take place. Moreover, many
female tourists visit the pubs occasionally but\agy regular at the beaches where there
are more activities. Thereafter, two most activé paopular beaches for liaisons between
female tourists and local males were subsequestbcted for this study. These are the
La Beach Resort, formerly known as Labadi Beachkuoltobite Beach

3.4.2 LA BEACH RESORT
The La Breach Resort is located about 8km Eagtcafa (see figure 3.2)and has 3km
sea front along Accra-Tema road. It is the mostupmpbeach in Ghana and receive



visitors everyday of the year but very busy on veeels and during holidays (GTB,
2006). The beach is connected to the back of daheso luxury hotels Labadi Beach
and La Palm Beach Hotels (see figure3.3) from whioh guests mostly get a free
entrance to the beach.The beach had its begintiogt &0years ago when the British
colonialists built some chalets along the coasiilinerder to relax and enjoy themselves.
Subsequently, the United States also built somketshduring the Second World War

Figure 3.2 showing the entrance to the La BeacloifiRes

Afterward, cleaners were employed from among th@éaple who are the indigenous
people where the beach is located. The La peopl&aditional fishermen. Thus, the
management of the beach employed some of therfegsdirds.

Thus, cleaning and sanitation at the beach have in&grgrated into the management of
the beach at its inception. Hence, it is one of b@a&ches in Accra which is kept clean,
with lots of opportunities for eating, drinking arekting as seen in figure 3.3. Moreover,
hip-hop and cultural drumming performances are legtyuorganize during Muslim and
Christian public holidays. There is also reggae ltitnd performance every Wednesday
nights at this beach. These provide opportunitesringling between female tourists
and the local males. This create opportunitiesié&w relationships to be initiated as well
as chance to switch partners.



3.4.3 Kokrobite Beach

Kokrobite is a lively but small fishing village, wih is about 25km west of Accra and is
approximately an hour's drive from Kotoka Interoatl Airport (Ghana’'s main
International Airport). It is a favourite of mangdal and international tourists because of
its almost secluded nature and serene atmospheie.ldcated off Accra-Cape Coast
road. The village is clusters of thatched clay witere cooking and sleeping, basically
take place outside (GTB, 2006). Dug out canoe wischanually hauled up at the beach,
is popularly use by the fishermen as shown in 8§ut.
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Figure 3.4 showing the Kokrobite Beach coastline



Coconut trees provide good scenery and also codauitg and juice all year round. The
beach also provides opportunities for hanging dw#ach soccer and swimming.
Additionally, there is an Academy of African Musamd Arts (AAMA), which offer
training in local music and dance to interestedistsi in the village.

Figure 3.5 showing The Big Milly’s Backyard and souof its facilities

Although, there are many hotels and various accodatian facilities along the stretch
of Kokrobite Beach, but the most popular of thesthe Big Milly’s BackyardA garden
surrounded with walls, small houses, rooms, barrasthurants as seen in figure3.5 . It is
only at the Big Milly’s Backyard, musical perfornmaas, which excite tourists, take place
on the beach. In fact, it is the only spot on teadh whereultural and Reggae live band
shows take place every Friday and Saturday evemggpgectively. Hence, it fascinates
many western tourists because it offers them tip@pnity to experience rural life with
great measure of fun. Thus, it creates the biggeportunities for interactions and
liaisons between the beach boys and western fetmatists. Unlike La Beach, activities
at the Kokrobite beach are not daily. Although \attés such as swimming, beach
football barbeque nights are daily activities. Huese its intensity is more between
Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings. Thus,gaehhbis not very busy between
Sunday evenings and Wednesday mornings. Thereforgact between the beach boys
and newly arrived female tourists usually startrfréVednesday mornings when new
female tourists arrive at the beach. However, nudsthe relationships usually start
during the shows. These shows offer opportunitesiriteractions between the beach
boys and female tourists.

3.4.4 Semi-structured Interview

Semi structure interview is based on the use oingerview guide, which is a list of
guestions and topics to be covered in a particafder. Although it is an informal
interview, nevertheless, the researcher still naémst discretion to follow leads and
control the discussion. Semi-structured intervievese used to obtain information from
14 informants (beach boys) at Labadi and KokroBaaches. Using this method allowed
me to be guided by my checklist and enables métairothe needed information. It also
allowed me to be very flexible since the order e fuestions was not predetermined.



These interviews were carried out on the beachesentney felt more comfortable than
in their residences or mine.

A portable tape recorder was used to record theusissons although some short notes
were also taking. The tapes were later played haaky room. Besides one-on-one
personal interviews, | also had five (5) focus granterviews with my informants who
are usually in groups of 2 and 4 (as seen pictiie 3

3.4.5 Focus Group Discussion

Focus group discussion is one of the major teclesdn qualitative research. According

to Powell and Single (1996), it can be employediscover potential areas of enquiry or

to clarify subject matter that, by its nature, @sdother research instruments. Focus
group discussion enables researchers to listeredearch participants and learn from

them.

L

Figure 3.6 one of the interview sessions with sofm@y male informant
The technique also, offers research participam®gportunity to share ideas, beliefs and
attitudes in the company of people from the sanwoseconomic, gender and ethnic
background (Madriz, 2003). It encourages interactliscussions which help in eliciting
rich details of complex experiences reasoning lemdividual’s attitudes, perceptions,
beliefs and actions (Powell and Single, 1996). eeiitcenabled me to learn about how
they carry out their negotiations with female tstsi

The five focus group discussions sessions | hald the beach boys at the selected two
beaches enabled me to obtain information on thgesuland these included personal
experiences and thoughts on the subject as welheis motivations for engaging in
romance tourism. The interviews were conducted len lleaches in relation to my
research question and specifically to the overaéirview questions, which | formulated
prior to conducting the interviews. In addition ttas, participant observation was also
employed for the study.



3.4.6 PARTCIPANT OBSERVATION

This is an ethnographic method of enquiry in whioh researcher is also a participant in
the subject under study (Atkinson and Hammersl894) Participant observation entails
field work in which the researcher is engrossethenway of life under study’ (Patton,
1990). Within the research literature, participabservation has been described in a
variety of ways. For example, Junker (1980), G460, Gans (1982) suggested 3-4 role
model for participant observation. Junker identif&¢ complete observant, the observer
as participant, the participant as observer anadingplete participant. Hen¢e role of
the participant observer requires sharing the smetits of people in social situations’
(Bruyn, 1963: 224).

Figure 3.7 participating in one of the regulardtgs of the beach boys

Hence, | also employed participant observation Wwheaabled me to gain access into
their lives, the way and the methods they emplotha negotiations with white female
tourists. Therefore, | participated in some of tliegular routines which include sporting
activities and swimming as shown in figures 3y which they tried as much as they
could to impress female tourists who are also aetidd to their athletic and sporting
prowess. | was also at some of the pubs, attensedohnd musical shows, weekly
cultural shows and Reggae nights(see figure 3.8wdiso serve as point of contact and
negotiations with female tourists, especially nevwals and those who want to change
partners. It also enabled me to get to know tha@mimately and understand their genuine
concerns, aspirations and fears. | was also ablemtover who they are and to dispel
some fears and misconceptions that some local emsid who are not involved in
relationships with female tourists, have aboutlteach boys.
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Figure 3.8 Participating in the weekly musical nighow

3.5 QUANTITATIVE SURVEY (Structured Interviews)

The quantitative paradigm is based on positivismiciwhusually inferred that all
phenomena can be reduced to empirical indicatonschmepresent the truth (Sale, et
al.2002). The ontological position regarding quatitre paradigm is that, only one truth,
an objective reality that exists independent of annperception (Sale, et al.2002).
Therefore, epistemologically, the investigated ancestigator are independent entities.
Quantitative methods include randomization, bligdand written or orally administered
guestionnaires with a limited range of predetermhinesponses. Hence for this study, |
administered 45 structured questionnaire surveysthenbeach boys which | orally
administered on many of them due to educationatdiions of many of them as many of
them can not read in English though they are vieignt in it. | had to stop administering
more because | realized | was getting almost theeg@sponses and nothing significantly
new again.



CHAPTER FOUR
4.0 THE STUDY AREA
4.1 Introduction: This chapter provides a brief description of Ghaiith regards to its
location, its governance, its people, economy,isourdevelopment and attractions as
well as issues relating to HIV/AIDS epidemics ie ttountry.

4.2 Location and Geography of Ghana

Ghana, formerly known as ‘Gold Coast’ becauselaf abundant gold mineral deposit, is
located in West Africa and shares boundaries witheQi'Ilvoire to the West, Burkina
Faso to the North, Togo to the East and the GulGafnea (Atlantic Coast) to the
South(Dickson, 1969). Ghana is located on latitu&{88'N and 815’ (La Pierre, 2004)
and occupies a total land mass area of about 28&®2 which makes it slightly larger
than Britain and slightly smaller than the US st#t®regon(Gocking, 2005).
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Fig: 4.1 Map of Ghana showing some tourists aitvast

The climate of Ghana is tropical warm, hot and huimi the southwest, dry along the
southeast coast, and hot and dry in the north thithaverage annual temperature about
26°C (about 78 )which peaks at 38 (about 108F) between February and March (La
Pierre, 2004). Ghana'’s climate can be divided imdband dry north and, hot and humid



south. Annual rainfall in Ghana ranges from abdd®-152cm (about 43-60 in) in the
north to about 254cm (about 100 in) in the soutn Rlierre, 2004).

Cocoa is the most popular tree crop in Ghana.dhignportant crop export which earned
Ghana $803 millions in 2003 alone and amountedb® 8f total export (Gocking 2005).
Other important tree crops include Kola nut, oihpand coconut. Also, yams, cocoyam,
cassava, maize, banana and plantain are also cdgpngrown in Ghana.

Politically, the country is divided into ten regoonamely: Ashanti, Brong Ahafo, Central
Eastern, Greater Accra, Northern, Upper East, Upiest, Volta and Western regions
which are sub-divided into 138 districts and cobélcompared to states in the US for
administrative purposes.

The legal system in Ghana is based on common Lastomary (traditional) law, and the
1992 constitution. The Court hierarchies of the &tian courts consist of Supreme Court
of Ghana (highest court), Court of Appeal, and H@purt of Justice. And under these,
are district, traditional, and local courts. Therlipment is vested with legislative
functions and consists of a unicameral 230-membeaty bincluding the Speaker.
Members of Parliament are popularly elected by ensial adult suffrage for terms of four
years in single seat constituencies by a simplentygj except in war time, when terms
may be extended for not more than 12 months ahe bieyond the four years (Library of
Congress, 2009). For administrative purposes, Gismivided into ten administrative
regions which are further divided into 110 dissidinh addition, each district has its own
District Assembly (GSS, 2007).

4.3 THE POPULATION

Ghana’s population of about 23 million people, asiirsg primarily of African origin, is

a country of great diversity (Langer, 2009). Thare five main ethnic groups: the Akan
(Ashanti and Fanti), the Mole-Dagbani, the Ewe, @eAdangbe and the Guan (Salm
and Falola, 2002; Gocking 2005). Others include llemayroups such as Gurunsi,
Mande-Busanga, Hausa, Yoruba, Zabarema, Fulanpp€an and other nationalities
constituting the rest of the population ( Salm &atbla, 2002). Thus, the composition of
different ethnic groups and nationalities resulbirer 70 languages and dialects spoken
throughout the country (La Pierre, 2004). Nevedbkg| each of the ten regions has a
sizable number of migrants or others considerdzbtstrangers in their regions.
Additionally, 43.8% of the population live in theban centre while the 56.2% in the
rural areas and sex stratification shows that madestitute 49.5% of the population and
females 50.5% (GSS, 2007).The population grows.#%2a year. The fertility rate is
estimated at 4.9 children per woman. The 2000 cesisaws that Ghana has a significant
young population with people below 15 years coustiy 41.3% of the population and
53.4 between 15-64 years while those above 65 yeamstitute merely 5.3% of the total
population (GSS, 2007).

Although English is the official language in Ghaat other main languages widely
spoken include Akan, Moshi-Dagomba, Ewe, and GaiyMahanaians are bilingual with
(34.2%) speaking English and at least a Ghanaragulge, only 6.4% of the population
speak Ghanaian language(s) alone but Hausa isysgeken in the northern part of the



country (GSS,2007). However, Twi or Akan, spokenaput 9 million people as the
first language, is by far the major language ansl leecome thdingua francaused in
different facets of life and is being learned blyest (Salm and Falola, 2002).

The Akans are found in the forest region and cumstiabout 49% of the Ghanaian
population, thus, are the largest ethnic group ¢ean2009). The Akans, constitute the
main population in five of the ten regions in Gha@antral, Brong-Ahafo, Western,
Eastern and Ashanti regions all in the southernn paithe country (Langer, 2009). In
addition, the Akans belong to the Kwa group whiobsiiWest Africa belong. They are
however further sub-divided into about 20 sub-geowgmd the major ones are the
Ashantis, the Fantis, the Ankyems, the Akwamus tiiedNzimas (Gockings, 2005). Of
these, the Ashantis and the Fantis are the twoipsrhones. Moreover, the Ashantis are
the biggest among this group and are the largiggt in Ghana (Salm and Falola, 2002;
Gocking, 2005). Furthermore,the Akans are amonddiematrilineal societies in West
Africa where lineage is determined through the fieniae. This means properties passes
from maternal uncles to nephews including successiotraditional roles and offices
(Gocking, 2005; Langer, 2009). They are famoustli@r luxury and affluence of their
rulers as well as their skill in an array of crafteluding weaving, wood carving,
ceramics, craft work, and especially their colofignte’ cloth woven in bright, narrow
strips with complex patterns. However, only pottergking is mainly a female activity,
others are exclusively males’ (Dickson, 1971, Gogki2005). The Fanti tribe occupies
the coastal areas of the country, thus, are tomditiy fishermen (Gocking, 2005). The
former president John Nana Kufour is Ashanti while current president, John Atta
Mills is Fanti.

The second largest ethno-cultural group in Ghaeahe Mole-Dagbanis, the group that
constitute about 17% of the population and areaindoin the northern part of the
country(Langer, 2009) . Like the Akans, they asodlurther divided into subgroups; the
Frafra, Dagaba,Kusasi, Dagomba Nanumbas, Mossi Mlesnpnd Talensi. The Mole-

Dagbani are of the Gur language group and oneeofwo foremost language groups in
Northern (Savannah) West Africa (Dickson, 1971, Kang, 2005; Langer, 2009).

Though this group shares some socio-cultural utgtits together, however, they have
different histories, customs and traditions. Intcast to the Akans, the Mole-Dagbanis
are patrilineal, and their social life is largelpfluenced by their long standing
relationships with Islam which is largely practicednorthern West Africa (Gocking,

2005).

The Ewes found in the south-eastern part of Ghadaba the eastern side of the Volta in
the southern parts of neighboring Togo and Bena the third largest ethnic group
accounting for about 13% of the population(Gockig@05; Angler, 2009). The Ewes
are not sharply divided like the Akans and Mole-Bags. Even though there are sub-
groups and a sizable number of dialects. Neverdbkelbey speak a single language and
constitute a single linguistic entity. Hence, theds are the most homogenous ethnic
group in Ghana. (Gocking, 2005). Historically, dgrithe colonial era, the Ewes were
part of German Togoland but after the defeat ofn@ery in the First World War, the
area was divided between the British and Frencthéy.eague of Nations. However, the
Ewe part under the control of the British, voted 1856 Plebiscite to remain with



independent Ghana while the other part remainedemurfetench rule Togo and
subsequently, their territory became known as VBé&gion (Salm and Falola, 2002).
Majority of Ewes are farmers who keep some livastaand there was some craft
specialization.

The fourth largest ethnic group in Ghana is the Adangbes, mainly found in the
Greater Accra Region where they constitute abo% 80the population (Angler, 2009).
The Ga-Adangbe people who dwell in the Accra Plares the fourth largest ethno-
cultural group and formed about 8% of the Ghangapulation and were believed to
have migrated from among the Yoruba’s in moderneN& Although this assertion is
rejected by some writers, but the structural sintiés in language was never disputed
(Salm and Falola, 2002). While the Adangbes aredoto the east, however, the Ga,
reside in the west of the Accra coastlands. Funtbee, both Ga and Adangbe languages
are derived from a common Ga-Adangbe ancestralukgey In addition the Ga-
Adangbe also include the Ga-Mashie groups occupyaighborhoods in the central part
of Accra, and other Ga speakers from Togo.(Dicksal®71; Salm and
Falola,2005).Nevertheless, contemporary Ga and dlaarare indecipherable and are
patrilinea though are gradually been influencel®yAkans who are matrilineal. The Ga-
Adangbes are traditionally farming and fishing commities. They occupy the most
cosmopolitan part of Ghana (Gocking, 2005) sucliaamses Town and Usher Town (the
two oldest parts of Accra), as well as Tema, Lashie Osu, and Nungua (Salm and
Falola, 2002). The Ga have early contact with tbeogeans before the slave trade and
Accra became centre of learning when it was dedlahe colonial capital in 1877.
Subsequently, it became very attractive to mangidmers including the returnees from
Brazil who settled in Ga urban centers after the @nthe slave trade (Salm and Falola,
2002).

The Guan speaking people of Ghana include the Gainga Kyokosi or Chokosi (an
Akan-speaking fragment), and the Mande-speakingaBges found in the north
easternmost part of Ghana. The Guans were claimédve migrated from the Mossi
region of modern day Burkina Faso around A.D.1080ugh the Volta valley towards
the south (Dakubu, 1998). They therefore formeteseénts along the Black Volta, all
over the Afram Plains, in the Volta Gorge, and e tAkwapim Hills before moving
farther south onto the coastal plains (Dickson,11%3ocking, 2005).

Furthermore, the is a relationships among diffesthhic groups in Ghana, which dated
back to pre-colonial era, have been observed tce hragulted in cultural mix and
adaptation among the different ethnic groups. FKam®le, Gocking (2005) noted that
the Twi language, the main language of the Akaasetsignificantly influenced the Ga
language because many Ga words are borrowed frenTwh language of the Akans.
However, the influence of Ga language on the Akam, TS very minimal. In addition,
the traditional patrilineal culture of the Ga ethgroup has been strongly influenced by
the traditional matrilineal Akans due to inter-niages between the two groups. Also, a
sub group of the Guan in the Eastern Region spaaleyy unique language because it
contains several words from both Ga and Twi. Furtteee, the Guan’s social



institutions, customs and names reflect powerfdéluemce of the Ga-Adangbes and
Akans (Gocking, 2005).

Studies about the relationships among the Gharedaric groups showed that there is an
uneasy calm among them especially along north-sdistidle (Langer, 2009). This is
particularly due to horizontal inequalities betwela north and the south. The inequality
is influenced by cultural and environmental diffeces reinforced by the colonial
economic and social development strategies (Nag@00).

Due to climatic and geographic factors, the nor#tturally has scanty and irregular
rainfall. Thus, the three northern regions can augport just one main cropping cycle
annually. However, the south experiences high pi@ation and can support tree crop
production year round. Hence, the concentratiomas$t agricultural activities/resources,
particularly tree crops such as cocoa as wellrmbdr and associated industries in the
south. In addition, natural mineral resources, lolgtayold, diamond and others are
geographically concentrated in the south. This @lsly influenced the policy of the
colonial British to invest more heavily in thosegians in the south where exploitable
resources such as gold, diamonds, timber and coewa available. Moreover, these
resources are readily produced and easily traregpdd Europe through the Gulf of
Guinea in the south (Langer, 2009).

Furthermore, the Northern Ghana had early Islamfience and Christian missionary
activities were deliberately restricted during coé era. Hence, the north has the largest
concentration of Muslims but can only boast of jus¢é secondary school during colonial
rule. However, there was intensive missionary wivdin early colonial times in the
south. Therefore, the southern ethnic groups weneparatively well educated and this
enabled them to find employment in state econommd administrative institutions
(Anger, 2009).The significant implications of thaan be imagined considering the fact
that the north constitutes about 20% of the Ghanaapulation (Anger, 2009). In
addition, during colonial era, socio-economic depetent efforts were concentrated in
the south while the north was kept and administaethbour reserve for the industrial
south. Similarly, the focus of the post-colonialgoment’s economic development plan
also remained in the south (Naylor, 2000). Thusiepy and underdevelopment during
colonial rule and post-colonial era was largely aatrated in the north (Naylor, 2000;
Langer, 2009).

Although, horizontal inequalities has been argued heave made some countries
vulnerable to violent conflicts (Stewart, 2002).w&ver, it is interesting to note that the
severe socio-economic inequalities between thehsant north have only resulted in
ethno-regional tensions but have not provoked ipalitdisturbances, including violent
conflicts and civil wars in Ghana (Anger, 2009).e$k ethnic tensions were mainly
motivated by perceived competition between two fseurt groups, the Ewe and Ashanti
political elites, whose constituencies are not néaaly different from each other in
terms of access to education and amenities (A2§E9).



Regarding religion, the Ghanaian population is preidiantly Christian with about 70%
professing to belong to one of the Christian dematnons and traditional religion about
14%. However, Muslims constitute about 16% and &xira significant population in the
three Northern Regions: Northern, Upper East andedpVest, where they account for
about 42% of the population (Salm and Falola, 2085gler, 2009). Moreover, the
ethno-regional differences are partly reinforcedNmyrth-South religious differences as
well. This becomes apparent noting that overallytBds largely Christian populated
while only 42% of the north is Muslim, 25% Christiand 29% traditional religion.
Nevertheless, the Christianity and Islam practiGgedGhana has many aspects of
traditional African religion integrated into it (Ba and Falola, 2002; La Pierre, 2004).
Moreover, the most important aspect of the north@pulation is neither religion nor
ethnicity but their relatively deprived socio-ecamo situation compared to the people
living in the southern regions (Angler, 2009). Ghdrad a long term relationships with
the Europeans, and the coastal ethnic groups isdhth were the earliest to have trade
relations with the Europeans. These relationshijags ather related issues are discussed
next.

4.4 EARLY EUROPEAN EXPLORATION IN GHANA

Ghana has a long history of European adventuretatige concentration of varied and
diverse mineral resources, which include Bauxitenyhnese, Diamond, Aluminum and
Gold- with which the country is well known. ThubgtEuropeans fought each other and
took turn to compete for the control of the ‘GoldaSt’ because of this mineral resources
as well as timber (La Pierre, 2004). The first emhbf Ghanaians with Europeans was in
1482 when the Portuguese merchants arrived at dastal city of Elmina, a
predominantly fishing population and marked theitweigg of European imperialism in
Ghana (Teye, et al.,2002; Essah, 2001).

Subsequently, the Dutch, English, Germans, Danesnch and Swedes’ merchants
invaded Ghana at different times to look for mihetaposits especially the famous
Ashanti gold as well as slaves (Essah, 2001; Lad?i@004). Thousands of slaves were
transported from Ghana to Europe and Americas letWw&00s and 1880s. Hence, in the
1880s, Ghana’s coastline became the highest coatent of European military
architecture outside of Europe. Ghana eventualbaime a British colony in 1896 when
the British introduced external rule which lastdd 1957, when it gained independent
from the European overlords and became an independ#ion (Anquandah, 1999:
20;La Pierre,2004). This long history of centurefsdomination and colonization by
different European countries at different periodt®history has significant impact on the
modern day Ghana and its economy, and particuierlgourism industry. The relics of
European legacies today in Ghana, is a strong fpulattracting tourists from all the
European countries historically linked to Ghanava#i as North Americans (because of
its connection to slave trade) to the former cemdfeTrans Atlantic Slave Trade
(Anquandah, 1999: 20; Teye, et al.2002).

4.5 THE GHANAIAN ECONOMY
Despite fifty years after political independencenir the British, 40% of Ghana’'s 23
million citizens still live in poverty though theogntry is endowed with abundant



resources including mineral resources, and thetcpisithe second-largest African gold
producer and a major global gold producer (AmstroR@08). Moreover, a large
proportion of Ghana’s poor live in rural areas about 11% of the population, over two
million people suffer from hunger. Hundreds of teands of rural poor, largely
unexposed to the wage economy, derive their livelts directly from the informal
sector small-scale agriculture and the naturaluess provided by the country’s forests.
In addition some people depend on locally manufad products, such as tools, fabrics,
household utensils, and objects made from woodjdableather, raffia, ceramics and
metals(Amstrong, 2008; Langer, 2009).

Nevertheless, Ghana’'s economy remains somewhahdepeon international financial
aid and technical assistance as well as the aetwif the extensive Ghanaian diasporas.
The description of the Ghanaian economy by the éor@hanaian Attorney General,
Nana Akuffo Addo is very significant because it argtores the influence of colonialism
on the present day economy. He stdteel are poorer than we were at independence.
Average per capita income, US$420 at independesceow US$370 today, 44 years
later. The average real wage is a quarter of whatas in 1970, thirty years ago. 40% of
our population lives below the poverty line. Ouroeemy is still neo-colonial in
structure, dependent on the production and expbmaw materials which account for
over 80% of our foreign exchange earning, like tdey 80 years ago{Fayemi et al.,
2003: 68).

Presently, exports of cocoa, minerals (gold, diamdmauxite, and manganese) and
tourism are the major sources of foreign exchawgthé Ghanaian economy (Langer,
2009; GTB, 2009). An oilfield which is reported tmntain up to 3 billion barrels
(480,000,000 r}) of light oil was discovered in 2007.0il explogiis ongoing and, the
amount of oil continues to increase. The domestamemy continues to revolve around
subsistence agriculture, which accounts for 50%bP and employs 85% of the work
force, mainly small landholders (Langer, 2009). Ttevelopment of the modern
Ghanaian economy is linked to its historic pasteauriritish colonial rule (Price, 1984),
as well as the gradual decline of the economy ¢hiahtually led to the invitation of the
Bretton Institutions to salvage the economy. Thasd many other issues relating to
Ghana’s economic climate are discuss bellow agthasge significant impact on tourism
development and in particular, romance tourisnhexdountry.

Furthermore, the British ruled or controlled Ghanaone form or another from 1844
through the colonial (plunder) era turning the moddony into a periphery country,

which was scrupulously exploited by the core cou(Rrice, 1984; Konadu-Agyyemang,
2000). Thus, by the end of the colonial governmemd declaration of Ghana as an
independent country in 1957, the country alreadgt BH the important features of
underdevelopment (Konadu-Agyyemang, 2000).Spetljicthe country suffered acute

form of structural dislocation. ( Konadu-Agyemar§)00). More so, production and
consumption of manufactured goods were not intedratithin the country but rather,

through external trade. Whereby, produce from Ghsmeh as gold, cocoa, timber,
diamond, manganese and bauxite were exchangeddoufactured consumable goods
that Ghana could not produce (Konadu-Agyemang, 2000



The structure of Ghana’s current economy is comallg influenced by the structures
that were established during the colonial era ex1#" century, which was consequently
strengthened after independence and consolidatddhenpresent (Price, 1984; Hoefter,
2001). Th social-economic development in Ghanatygisal of the peripheral capitalist
societies created in developing countries durirgg Thans-Atlantic trade and European
domination, and eventual colonial rule by the BhtiHoward and Howard-Hassmann,
1978; Price, 1984). Intrinsic to this developmentig the colonial rule, is that Ghana'’s
economy was devoted not to the needs of the Ghandat that of the capitalist
economies.

Thus, its role was to be secondary to the needseo€apitalism in the core, hence, both
its productive forces as well as her people willlftheir overall evolution disenchanted.
This development of a peripheral economy, unden b economic and political rule of

Great Britain continues to reflect in the econonfycontemporary Ghana (Howard,

1978). It is noteworthy to state that the colorpalwver dominated Ghana's economic
relations and by implications, the economy is stibfje the demands of capitalist profits
in international trade. This results in the devatept of a nearly mono-cultural system of
agricultural production and mining heavily depertden the profits from the European

controlled external market (Howard, 1978). Moreoveecause the colonialists were
mostly interested in exploiting the resources eirtisolonies for the development of their
home countries hence, they were opposed to progwtiie@ development of any other
resources beyond what were immediately of any Sogmt usage to their home countries
(Konadu-Agyemang and Adanu, 2003).

Furthermore, under the colonial trade policy, c@srwere not encouraged to embark on
any production idea that would compete with thedpais of their home country.
Consequently, under colonial rule, there was norefivas to locally convert Ghanaian
cocoa, for instance, into products such as choeaatl other consumer products. This is
because for fear that it would compete with thedpots of Cadbury and other established
British confectionary producers who depended upbeap cocoa, even though such
conversion would have added value to the cocoarexjpnd diversified the export base
of the Ghanaian economy (Howard, 1978; (Konadu-Atgyeg and Adanu, 2003).
Undeniably, almost all the colonial powers estdigds in their colonies a commercial
system that established a preferential positiotht® goods imported from the home
country while restricting their colonies to the guation of basic raw materials for export
(Konadu-Agyemang and Adanu, 2003)

Moreover, because of the crucial role of transpiariain economic development of any
area or region, therefore, those areas that weheresituated directly or close to the
transportation network also became the center acfoseconomic activities. These
areas/regions thereafter withessed rapid industaaelopment while the rest was either
neglected or poorly developed (Konadu-Agyemang Addnu, 2003). Hence, after
independence, this colonial legacy of overdeperelenca few export items derived from
mines or farms did not change significantly in gost-independence era. In fact, the elite
groups that inherited the leadership of governmgstiold the status quo. The elite



obviously had a deal with the colonial masterscdaotinue to implement this agenda
(Konadu-Agyemang and Adanu, 2003).

Therefore, the railway network which linked thatpaat Takoradi in the west and Accra
in the east to the resource rich interior cent€éymasi, created what became known as
the “Golden Triangle”. Consequently, the areasver@d by the triangle, and the
immediate hinterland became the location many ddug institutions and health
facilities. Also, manufacturing industries and falrsector jobs, were concentrated in an
area which is less than one-third of the country s about 61% of the Ghanaian
population (Rimmer 1992; (Konadu-Agyemang and Adaf003).This eventually
established the foundation, and shaped the spaiglsocioeconomic inequalities that
now characterize present Ghanaian society. Thuly, fore of the ten regions; (i.e.
Greater Accra Region, the administrative core), ¢judd-rich regions, Ashanti and
Western, and the cocoa-growing regions (Easterntr@leand Ashanti) received the bulk
of the capital investments made during the coloaial(Songsore, 2003; Langer, 2009).

However, the three northern regions (Upper WespddEast and Northern Regions)
were deliberately kept underdeveloped as the Britidonial power invested very little
on basic infrastructural and human capital develunin northern Ghana (Langer,
2009). In addition, the north served as reservbicteeap labour for gold mining and
cocoa farming in the south, and as recruiting gdsuior the police and army during the
colonial era (Bening, 1975). Sadly, the three rarihregions are presently the least
developed part in modern day Ghana where econoaticitees is also very low. At
independence in 1957, there was only one secorsganol in the northern region to care
for about 20% of the Ghanaian population. Thus,dblenial economic developmental
strategies greatly structured the post-coloniaheony and investment patterns (Langer,
2009).

Decades after the end of colonialism and in a mo@drana, the structures put in place
by the colonial British is sustain until today amalve greatly influence the direction and
focus of the Ghanaian economy (Langer, 2009). &kgertion is further reinforced by
considering the fact that infrastructure for th@lexation of these resources, particularly
road and rail networks as well as huge investmemhining activities and trade, were
provided for comprehensive exploitation of thessotgces as they were well laid out.
(Price,1984; Langer, 2009). Hence, cocoa, timbeld,gliamond and bauxite constitute
the major export of Ghanaian economy even todaylikesduring the colonial era.

Thus throughout the period Ghana was a colonygtmmomy became more and more
monopolized. The monopoly of the Ghanaian economythe European now been
promoted by the Structural Adjustment Programméd’E of the World Bank and IMF,
have all the features of domination and exploitatieminiscence of the colonial past
(Hilson and Potter, 2005). The monopoly and thela@tation continue as the national
output of these resources also expand due to SARsith no meaningful benefits to the
poor and have further induced unemployment and niypwe the public, agricultural and
manufacturing sectors (Hilson and Potter, 2005).



In addition, at independence in 1957, Ghana waswitbdd’'s largest producer and
exporter of cocoa and also exported 10% of globld gnd had a foreign reserve of £200
million as well as per capital income of £50 whjmlit her at par with South Korea. The
per capital income rose to £70 in 1960 was highantindia’s £25, Nigeria £29, and
Egypt £56 with a growth rate of about 6% (Konadwé@mang, 2000). However, due to
corruption, mismanagement and fluctuations in toda market, which affected major
Ghanaian exports, by the middle of 1960s, Ghanads@ny that was among the best in
the world was wobbling towards bankruptcy. In aiddit foreign reserves had dried up,
per capital growth rate had declined drasticalbnfr6% to 0.4% and the country was
already critically indebted to the tuned of $1 ibill. Furthermore, to compound the
economic woes, the real value of the minimum wdgemmeted by 45%, while industrial
and public remunerations crashed by 25% and 20%ectisely (Konadu-Agyemang,
2000). Ghana’'s economic tumult continued througd 1960s to early 1980s, and
between 1970 and 1983, inflation rate was in exoésD0%, total import volume and
real export earnings fell by 33% and 52% respelgtivdnile the domestic savings and
investment also declined from 12% to almost notl{lkgnadu-Agyemang, 2000). Thus,
the dismal economic performance led to the invatatf the Bretton Woods’ institutions;
World Bank and IMF in1983 by the Jerry Rawlingsiradistration.

The SAPs have been criticized for the retrenchnwntvorkers, widening the gap
between the rich and poor, increasing poverty, iadécriminate government cutbacks
on social services that have jeopardized the acukfise poor especially women and
children to health and education. The implementatiof SAPs in sub-Saharan Africa
have been unsuccessful at yielding the so callgdanhic results’ (Konadu-Agyemang,
2000). This is mainly due to the fact that the leardof reform is usually borne
inexplicably by the people who were already poat are also victims of high prices of
goods and services brought about by the removsililo$idies on essentials such as food,
transport and energy (Crisp and Kelly, 1999: 53#owever, following the
implementation of SAPs from 1983, the Ghanaian eopn has experienced rapid
growth. The implementation of SAP which has reslite increase export growth and
industry privatization, marked increase in timbeoduction, which has improved more
than three times, from 117,000m3 in 1983 to 545;@®{h 1988 (Hutchful, 2002: 79). In
addition, increase in annual output was recordedtienmineral sector due to the reforms
(Aryee, 2001), including gold (500%), diamonds (B)0and bauxite (over 600%).Thus
some proponents of SAPs argue that SAPs have &ds&hana’'s economy from
complete collapse’ (Konadu-Agyemang, 2000: 474).

Similarly, between 1984 -1991, Ghana’'s GDP improbetiveen 5%-6% but from 1992,
it oscillates between 2.5%-4%. Additionally, inftat rate fell from an average of 123%
in the early 1980s to 32% in 1991, 34% and 29% 9841and 1997 respectively.
Although these improvements were recorded at therandevels, with no benefits
whatsoever at the micro levels. For example, th@dementation of SAPs resulted in the
retrenchment of over 300,000 from the public sechmid extraordinary cuts in
government’s expenditures on public services amthkwelfare. The devaluation of the
country’s currency, Cedi from 2.75 =$1 in 1983 t{8@®=$1 in 1998 (about 80,000%
devaluation), resulted in the cost of imports atd@’s total debt increased from $1,398



million in 1980 to $5,874 million in 1995, as 3186k Ghanaians living bellow poverty
level and the rural poor increased from 57% in 198180% in 1995 (Konadu-
Agyemang, 2000: 474).

Although, Panford (1997) and Konadu-Agyemang, (3@@&nowledged improvement at
the macro level. Nevertheless, they asserted tetinhplementation of SAPs policies
have negative impact at the micro economic levetokding to them, the impemtation of
SAP’s programme have resulted in diminished forseator employment as well as the
opportunities for personal fulfillments. Hutchf@®002: 90), also noted that total
employment in the large and medium scale formaioséenterprises with thirty or more
employees) fell from 464,000 in 1985 to 394,000L887 and to 186,000 in 1991, ‘a
decline of almost 60% in five or six years’. Simiya in the agricultural sector, policy
reforms, which have ‘focused preponderantly on béitation of the cocoa industry and
reform of its marketing system’, have resulted he elimination of some 80,000 job
positions on the Cocoa Board (Hilson and Potte@920Likewise, various schemes that
were in place to improve efficiency in the publec®r also had distressing effect on job
creation and levels of employment. Between 41,000 45,000 civil servants were
immediately ‘redeployed’ (29,000 were dismissedl@88, and the remainder in 1989),
over 20,000 state enterprise employees were Ididaotl hundreds of private sector
employees lost textile and manufacturing jobs assalt of import liberalization(Hilson
and Potter, 2009).

Regarding mining, since the launch of the SAPsGhanaian government has tended to
favour the awarding of land concessions to largdesmining. Thus, two thirds of all
Ghanaian land (including arable land)is presentigen concessions and there are huge
cavities in the ground, discarded pits where in ynplaces where flourishing villages
once stood and where nothing grows’ presently @hiland Porter, 2009). Hence,
Structural Adjustment Programmes reforms allowedekpansion of large-scale mining,
without recourse to environmental and health hazaotasioned by mining activities on
the local populations. Some of the hazards at noomunities in Ghana include
contamination of freshwater, fish and crops thaalgeople depend on for their survival.
(Hilson and Potter, 2005). While large companied &m a lesser extent the central
government, reaps the benefits, the mining comnasgrimarily enjoy little benefit but
endure the most of the negative impacts (Awudi,220B8dditionally, the fast expansion
of World Bank-sponsored surface gold mining operat by foreign transnational
corporations (TNCs), in recent times in Ghana's$breserves and the construction of
the new Ahafo Gold Mine in the Brong-Ahafo Regionthe US-based Newmont Mining
Corporation, signify grave threat to rural livediids, food security and survival of
indigenous poor people ( Amstrong, 2008).

Moreover, agriculture is the largest and most irtgrdrsector in the Ghanaian economy.
The agricultural sector, contributes 40 percenG&fP, and account for 30% and 70%
export earnings and employment respectively. Algtoits performance has been very
dismal since from 1983 as its overall, growth west P.6% between 1983 and 1990. This
further fell to 2.2% between 1990 and 1996. Charatically, the Ghanaian agriculture



is dominated by smallholdings which are rarely ¢éar¢ghan 4 ha. In addition, mixed
cropping is the major farming practice (HoefterQ2p

The miming sector has grown by 4.2% between 19901896, with most of the growth
coming from the mining and construction-relatedt@eas gold dominates the mining
sector. Then growth in Ghana’s gold mining is httted to reforms in the sector in1986
and the privatization of the country’s largest golthes, which saw gold miming output
increase more then five-fold between 1987and T98§.contributes significantly into
making Ghana one of the world’s largest exportrgyold, as well as manganese.
Bauxite and diamond production have also increassiderably due to the reforms in
the mining sector(Hoefter, 2001).

The industrial sector in Ghana is broad base acatissectors. Many of Ghana’s
manufacturing companies were established in th@4.86d between 1983 and 1990, the
manufacturing sector’s total output grew by 8.1cpat per year as the manufacturing
sector it benefits from the availability of impadténputs, which enabled it to use its
existing excess capacity. However, growth in thetwedeclined to 2.2% from 1990
onwards due to exposure to import competition; ttiedabandonment of subsidies, which
forced manufacturing companies to rationalize ideorto improve their performance.
Consequently, employment in the manufacturing sestopped from 78,000 in 1987 to
28,000 in 1993, and the number of companies detliog 21 percent, from 634
companies to 500 companies (Hoefter, 2001).

The service sector is the fastest growing sectéh@iGhanaian economy, with a growth
rate of 5.9 percent between 1990 and 1996. Howénagting and public services are at
the lead in this sector. lronically, trading adie$ specifically benefited from the
retrenchment in the manufacturing sector by emplpysignificant numbers of the
unemployed and retrenched workers from the manufiagt companies. Additionally,
transportation services have grown but slowly duextensive structural problems for
example, poor road and railway network system (téoe2001).

The financial sector also suffered significantlgancurred serious difficulties as a result
of the devaluation of the cedi, the Ghanaian cuyemccasioned by the economic
reforms in 1988 and in conformity with World barliF’'s SAP programme. As a result
of the devaluation of the cedi, the external lidiles of the banks increased and
simultaneously weakened many of their manufactugngtomers who depended on
imported material for production (Hoefter, 2001).

Nevertheless, one of Ghana’s promising serviceosect tourism, which has become the
country’s third largest foreign exchange earnegragpld and cocoa. The country’s main
attractions are the beaches, the festivals andiotieer slave castles along the Atlantic
coast, as well as the cities such as Accra and Kumhus, tourism industry in Ghana is
discussed next.

4.6 AN OVERVIEW OF TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN GHANA
Ghana is among the countries in developing cowntii@at have officially embraced
tourism as a socio-economic development strategihenearly 1990s (Sirakaya et al.



2002). International tourism development in Ghaoal@ be traced back to the colonial
era when British government officials and sometimessompany of their wives, travel
to the Gold Coast as well as other colonies inrdggon(McEwan,1996).Although, the
pre-independence era was also characterized yrtival of expatriates by ship to work
at places such as the Tarkwa mines. However, duhisgera, the hotel industry was
almost non existent but the few existing ones ieldams and Seaview Hotels in Accra
and Acquah Hotel in Cape Coast respectively. Thegefthe expatriate who usually
worked with multi national companies, such as UA &B Ollivant, kept villas in the
countryside to meet their recreational needs (GU&62.

Conscious efforts at developing tourism howevenyldde ascribed to the period of
Ghana’s independence in 1957, during which the gewernment invested in tourism
infrastructure to facilitate tourism developmenbr Fexample, in the accommodation
sector, hotels such as Meridian Hotel, Ambassatiels, Continental Hotels, City
Hotel and Eredec Hotel were established by thegouent. These were managed by the
State Hotels Corporation in addition to CateringtRéouses located in different parts of
the country.

In 1973, the Ghana Tourist Board (GTB) was setTufg GTB is a government agency
established to ensure sustainable tourism developared to promote tourism as the
leading sector of the Ghanaian economy and tofsamsGhana into a tourist hub in the
West Africa sub-region. Subsequently, the Ghanari$ou Development Company
(GTDC) was also set up as the investment part ef & B. Thus, the commercial
engagements of GTDC include Akuaba Tours and Tragency and the Duty Free
shops at Kotoka International Airports (GTB, 2009).

Tourism in Ghana started receiving considerablentiin especially in the economic
development strategy of the country effectivelynirdhe late 1980s. Since 1988,
international tourist arrivals has been on a steadsease from about 85,000 in 1985(
Teye et al.2002) to 114,000 tourists in 1988 whim$e to about 348,000 ten years later
in 1998 representing an annual growth rate of a6 (Sirakaya et al 2002). Thus,
Ghana’s tourism earnings moved up from it¥ p@sition in 1985 to Bin 1998 amongst
African countries (WTO 1999). This makes tourisma@a's third largest foreign
exchange earner behind mineral and cocoa expontskéya et al. 2002). Similarly,
tourism receipts also rose significantly from $5&8lion in 1988 to $285 million in
1998 and represent an annual growth rate of 41.8%{& Tourist Board 1999; Sirakaya
et al. 2002)International tourist arrivals has now increasedhbout 428,53% 2005, and
over 600,000 in 2008(GTB, 2009), while tourist ipte also increased from about
$19.52 million only in 1985( Teye et al., 2002)deer $ 836 million in 2005 and $1.3
billion in 2008, generating over 300,000 jobs(GAW)9).

In an effort to encourage private entrepreneurshie tourism industry, an investment
code (PNDC Law 116), was promulgated in 1985(Siyaket al. 2002). Consequently,
multi nationals as well as local private investsteh as Novotel, Shangri-La and La
Beach and Golden Tulip hotels, became visible arefewa great boost to the
accommodation sector. As a result of the steadyittprof tourism industry in Ghana and



recognising its contribution to the national ecogora full fledge federal ministry of
Tourism was established in 1993 (Sirakaya et @220Furthermore, a 15-year National
Tourism Development Plan (1996-2010) was initiajeihtly with the United State
International Development (USAID), Unitedf NatioDevelopment Project (UNDP) and
United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWT@)1995(Sirakaya et al. 2002).

Tourism in Ghana currently accounts for about 16f4he total foreign exchange
earnings, thus placing the tourism industry nextioerals and cocoa. Ghana presently is
four years into the 15-year integrated tourism pilag period based on a development
plan been implemented with funding fromUNDP andhtecal assistance from the
UNWTO. This is expected to end in 2010 when antoalist’s arrivals are expected to
be over 1 billion (Teye et al.2002). Because ofease in tourist’s arrivals, both public
and private investments in a range of tourism sdbess have expanded as well in the
recent times to cope with the ever-increasing m#gonal tourists in particular.
Furthermore, increase in tourism development is eflected in the number of hotels
approved and licensed to operate by the GhanaStdward which increased from only
273 in 1989 to 730 in 1998 (Ghana Tourist Board9)9Similarly, the number of rooms
available for tourists also increased from 4,851989 to 10,879 in 1998 (Sirakaya et al.
2002).

However, the Ghana Tourist Board established byéem 1973 has remained the major
actor regarding tourism development in Ghana. Tded has regional offices in all the
ten Ghanaian regions to complement the head ddiockccra. The GTB is saddle with
the responsibility of regulating tourism enterpsispromoting and marketing of tourism
both in Ghana and outside Ghana and facilitatireg davelopment of Ghana'’s tourist
products. Additionally, the board also has theoesibility of conducting research on
tourism trends in Ghana which contributes to tourggolicy formulation and decision
making (GTB, 2009). The GTB, which has the mandateansform Ghana into a major
tourist preferred destination in West Africa aléas the responsibility of registering,
inspecting, classifying and licensing of accommmutaand catering establishments in
the country. Moreover, the GTB regulates the trateelr and car rental agencies as well
as charter operations through registration andngicey. The board’s functions also
include the development of strategies for the prtaonoof domestic tourism and creation
of awareness of the benefits of tourism among Ghasa

The board also set industry standards, providesnsion services to facility operators to
ensure sustainable tourism development, apprais@t@rsector projects to meet the
required environmental and socio-cultural guidedias well as industry standards (GTB,
2006). The GTB, in addition to its functions, alsalaborates with the relevant public

sector agencies for the development of tourismasgifucture as well as promotes high
standard in the tourism industry through trainimg &uman resource development in the
industry.

4.7 TOURISTS ATTRACTIONS IN GHANA
Ghana is endowed with diverse touristic attractiomisich are mostly based on nature
and culture. Thus, the country’s tourism attragtionclude a rich mix of historical



heritage, events and monuments as well as beachwddlife (ecotourism). These
attractions are well dispersed from the savanngiomein the north to the forest belt and
coastal areas in the south. The foremost ones éeenpf ancient cultures, festivals and
traditions, which is rich in diversity, colour aqhgeantry. Ghana is also ranked as a
UNESCO World Heritage destination in 1980 becau$ethe Ashanti traditional
architecture (Teye et al. 2002). The northern pérGhana boasts of the Mole Park,
Sirigu, and the Wechiau Hippo Sanctuary. The résh® country offers key attractions
such as Kakum Park, Lake Bosumtwi and WIi WatelsFabhana is also rank as a
UNESCO World Heritage destination by virtue of @asuch as the Ashanti traditional
architecture. Ghana’s rich culture is manifegnimsic, dance, art and craft.

4.7.1 Cultural Tourism

Ghana’s rich culture is manifest in music, dana#,amd craft. Cultural tourism has

received impetus in the global tourism becausehef gradual shift from the mass

tourism. Cultural tourism receives attention in G&abecause it lacks superb safari
tourism compare to eastern and southern Africa.edeer, about 62% of tourists to

Ghana visit because of cultural preference. Trawigti cultural festivals are very popular
among Ghanaians and involve a host of customaery (Asiedu, 1997;Teye et al. 2002).
Almost every community celebrates an important ahestival or observes a periodic

communal ritual which, emphasize the spiritual,isoand artistic values of the society
each month (Asiedu, 1997). However, the commorufeatf these traditional festivals is

that they are related to agriculture and are rowteh obligation to pray to the gods for a
good harvest or thank them. The prominent onesidlecthe Masqueraders
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Fig.4.2 Showing Tourists participting in the papuiomowo festival in Accra

parade of the Winneba people, Fao of the KasdmsiHbmowo of the Gas (see figure
4.2 above) and the Aboakyere of the Efutus. Batbse these festivals are linked to the
traditional calendar and also because their advemetpreceded by series of mandatory
rites, the dates for most Ghanaian festivals atefired (Asiedu, 1997). Some of the
major cities renown for cultural festivals includ€simasi, the capital of the Ashanti
Region, also referred to as the cultural heart b&r@a. Others are Bolgatanga, Bonwire
and many villages prominent for traditional andqua artisanship in gold smiting and,



ethnic textile and dressmaking. More so, handisraftrural communities are the second
largest source of economy after agriculture (Asjdd97).

In addition, these festivals provide special platfe for art, music and dance as a focus
of community participation. Additionally, closelynked to traditional festivals is the
attraction of chieftaincy events, whereby promineitizens receive traditional titles.
Traditional festivals also show case the colorfetitage especially the splendor of
chieftaincy. Chieftaincy is unique and has alwagsrbvery central to the culture of the
Ghanaian for centuries. Additionally, these fedsivaitract significant numbers of both
local and international heritage loving touristsi(iR, et.al, 2003).

4.7.2Heritage Tourism
Heritage tourism, which refers to tourism in placadegorized as heritage or historic
places (Poria et al, 2003), is very popular in Ghdrecause of its several built
elements/places of historical/cultural significanEer example, the Ashanti traditional
building, as shown in figure 4.3, is unique to tAshanti region. These buildings

represent rare piece of ancient architecture thaiigiple, yet are intricate designs and
designated in 1980 by UNESCO as world heritage. dthkelings are well constructed to

adapt to the climate and reflected the culture ldestyle of the people. The design of a
typical Ashanti building involves four buildings @asing a central courtyard “gyaase”

which reflect the communal lifestyles of the AshafGTB, 2006).
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Figure 4.3showing the outside view of a typica
They are constructed from mud and plastered ontimber framework with steeply
pitched roofs covered with thatch. The roof whichuld be as steep as angle 60 degrees,
is also a source of curiosity as it could be seefigure 4.3. It made it hard for the rains
to collect on top of the building, thus prolongithg lifespan and the floors elevated up to
2 meters from the ground, were also designed agfawls. However, one mystery is
that the original material used for thatching remainknown (GTB, 2008).

The most elaborately decorated units were paldoesies for rich folks, and shrine
houses which are parts of typical Ashanti courtyaydse (see figure 4.4). Three units of
the building open to the yard with raised floofBne of the blocks is for drummers. The



other, usually reserved for singers who accompduy drumming during ritual. The
fourth room, which completes the courtyard, is etbby honeycomb walls, which allow
for ventilation and lighting while creating a mysteis ambience. The shrine houses have
become significant because they are the only summyigxamples of Ashanti architecture
(GTB, 2006).

Fig. 4.4 Inner view of a typical Ashanti traditidiuse showing the shrine

4.7.3 Forts and Castles

Besides the Ashanti traditional buildings, of tatid importance are the27 forts and
castles built mainly by the coast of Ghana betwien13' and 18' centuries by major
European powers such as Portugal, Britain, Nethdd, Sweden, Denmark, France, and
Germany. The oldest of these castles and most fansothe 8,730 square meter Saint
George's Castle built at EImina at cape Coast 821 the Portuguese (see figures 4.5,
4.6 and 4.7) and which became the first Europettlement in sub-Sahara Africa and
indeed, the entire tropical world (Asiedu, 1997yé&eet. al., 2002).

The castle was initially established as a tradéeseént, by the Portuguese. However, its
ownership changed several times, so is its useekample Christopher Columbus was
one of the prominent people who were accommodatéki castle while he was a trainee
navigator, ten years before he sailed to "discoviee' Americas (Asiedu, 1997). The
castle later became one of the most prominent reotethe triangular route of the Trans
Atlantic Slave Trade. The fort was seized fromRoetuguese by the Dutch in 1637, who
subsequently took over all the Portuguese gold Coad642. Similarly, the Dutch
surrendered the fort to the British in 1871 whoedagranted the Gold Coast its
independence in 1957. Several of these forts astlesahave been designated as World
Heritage sites by the United Nations Educationale@ific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) and have now become popular historicassiior both domestic and
international tourists.



Fig 4. Outside view of the Elmina Castle

4.7.4 Ecotourism

Though it lacks superb savanna safari compare ¢oetistern and southern Africa,
nevertheless, ecotourism is another important fofmourism in Ghana.The tropical
country’s rainforest is endowed with varied wildlifpecies and acts as a sanctuary for
birds and some reptiles of rare species (Seidu7)19&hus the seven National Parks,
several Game Reserves and Wildlife sanctuaries offeue rainforest wildlife viewing
experiences. Prominent wildlife species found inafis National parks and wildlife
Sanctuaries includeslephants, buffalo, roan, kob, hartebeest, black and white colobus,



elephants, manatee, clawless otters, hippo, chimpanzees, forest elephant and the bongo (FCG,
2006). For example, the Kakum National Park and thecalja Assin Atandanso Forest
Reserve with ove£0 wildlife species of large mammals, 200 bird species and over 400 species

of butterflies. Additionally, the canopy ropeigh walking trails offer a panoramic view okildlife

and tropical rainforest. Similarly, the Mole Park, about840 km? has over 90 wild mammal
species, which include the elephants, buffalo, roan, kob, hartebeest, and over 300 bird species
and the crocodile pond in Paga, both in the nomthgart of the country offer good
wildlife attractions for wildlife loving touristaViore so, there is an upsurge in ecotourism
in Ghana in the recent times, which encouragesacti®n with local people at these
destinations (Asiedu, 1997).

Additionally, due to the recognition of the contrilon of tourism to the economic

recovery programme of the country in 1985, thers baen a deliberate effort at
developing ecotourism resources of Ghana in addibother tourism resources. Thus in
2001, the Community Based Ecotourism Project (CBEBjablished through the

collaborative efforts among the Nature Conservaftesearch Centre, Ghana Tourist
Board and SNV Netherlands Development Organisafitye. Project is been funded by
the United States Agency for International Develept(USAID).Other partners in the

project include the American Peace Corps Voluntaatsthe various local communities.
The main aim of the project is to contribute to @ay alleviation in rural areas and to
create sustainable income generating activitiedutition to the conservation of delicate
and sensitive ecological as well as cultural resesir

4.7.5 Beach Resorts

Ghana is blessed with about 550 km. expanse @, gaistine, coconut-fringed and
sandy tropical beaches which remain largely untedchand undeveloped (Asiedu,
1997). The beaches are located along the gulf ahéauy thus in the southern part of the
country. Nevertheless, some few portions alreadgldped continue to attract both local
and international tourists with interest in seay and sand (Asiedu, 1997) as well as sex.
Some of the Ghanaian beaches include White Sarjd,B#ac, Coco Beach, Next Door,
La Pleasure Beach (formerly known as Labadi Beab&na Beach, Ada Foah, Elmina
Beach Resort, Kokrobite Beach and Busua Beach Rddowever, La Pleasure Beach
and Kokrobite Beach are very popular among int&nat tourists who desire hedonistic
experiences (GTB, 2006).

4.8 HIV/IAIDS AND SEX CULTURE IN GHANA

The first reported case of HIV/AIDS in Ghana was1886. However, the country
presently has one of the highest rate of infedifienWest Africa sub-region and currently
ranked second to Cote d’lvoire in the sub-regioterms of prevalence (Ankomah, 1999;
Anarfi, 2003). Therefore, it is a major public hbalssue in Ghana as elsewhere in sub-
Saharan Africa and the main mode of HIV/AIDS trarssion is through heterosexual
sex behaviour (Ankomah, 1999). The epidemic wasally reported among sex workers
in the country especially those with history ofdigin travel. However, recent trends have
shown that the spread of HIV/AIDS has transcendsgbbd sex workers. The majority
of the infected people are the young people andetmmomically active group of the
population (Anarfi, 2003). Young people mainly freir 20s account for over 70 percent
of cases of HIV/AIDS in Ghana which cut across bséxes though, the number of



reported cases demonstrate female prevalence oadsnjAnkomah, 1999; Anarfi,
2003). Furthermore, this group is particularly \areble to STD/HIV/AIDS infection
because of a number of complex factors, which $eiglr cultural, biosocial, economic,
urbanization, rural-urban drift, community fact@msd tourism (Ankomah, 1999; Anarfi,
2003). For example, culturally, it is permissibbe & man to have more than one wife and
men generally prefer young single women in the yeaslenties. However, because
majority of these young women are poor, they handjects sexual advances and
relationships with rich old men. Men usually engageourtships with several young
women before choosing one and this practice isidered normal. The young women
who are also aware that their men have multiplénpes usually do not object to this
practice. This is because it is culturally and slbgiacceptable for men to indulge in such
practice.

Moreover, because most of these women are pooncehé¢hey are mainly interested in
money and material gifts, thus they hardly frowradhis behaviour in so far there is
flow of money. The women also have multiple parnbecause this guaranty them
increase monetary benefits. They also believe & issk to have just one male partner
because they could be rejected at anytime. Thesetls a high risk of HIV/AIDS
transmission. It is also seen as a biological ftska woman to get married above 30
years. Therefore, the pressure is always on theamdmtry to marry get married in their
early twenties to avoid the biological risk presibgaassociated with childbearing in the
thirties. Additionally, because of widespread poyearticularly in the rural areas of the
north, a considerable number of young women witle lor no education migrate to the
industrial cities in the south. Because of thamitéd education which also invariably
limits their opportunities for employment in theban south. Thus, they usually end up
living on men with sex in exchange. Moreover, tleth culturally has more liberal
attitude to premarital sex compare to the soutmdde most young women from the
north migrate to the south to look for men who dake care of their financial
responsibilities in exchange for sexual relatiopshin addition, many of these women
go into sexual relationships with several men remtanise of marriage in view but for the
purpose of money and material benefits.

Tourism development especially in the country hag fpotential to contribute
significantly contribute to HIV/AIDS epidemics am®p young women. This is because
many of these young women because of their limgédcation often look for menial
jobs. In addition, because tourism is fast develggn Ghana, there is a surge in the
number of facilities and infrastructures especidiigtel and other accommodation
facilities as well as eateries. Hence, many okéheomen are employed at these
facilities where they render cheap labour. Moreckmap labour is usually preferred at
these facilities in order to minimize cost Hencany of the young women augment their
little income by engaging in sexual relationshigthwnen. The hotels and other tourists
facilities and bring them into contact with tousistho also see them as available and for
whom they also provide sex service. In additiorthvimcrease in tourism in the country,
there is a corresponding increase in the numbebath international and domestic)
tourists demanding for sex.



With increase in the number of eateries and reatdsirto take care of the increasing
tourists, there is an increasing need not onlyéamg women, but also for young men to
provide cheap services such as cooks, bar tenoed, Service as well as sex service.
Even though they are aware of HIV/AIDS, they neitpeactice safe sex nor use condom
consistently due to some of these complexities (#r2003). The increase in HIV/AIDS
prevalence is for the most part, influenced byeddhces in traditional premarital sex
culture among different cultural groups in Ghanakémah, 1999).

4.8.1 Premarital Sexual Culture

There were striking variations in the conventiodianaian societies with respect to
pattern, nature and acceptance of premarital semelationships especially in the
traditional times (Ankomah, 1999). There were doai@ms and rules in traditional
times, which restricted sexual behaviour beforeriage. Premarital sex was frowned
upon and prohibited among traditional ethnic growpsddition, pre-nuptial chastity was
very much valued and celebrated among differemtiethroups particularly in the south
(Ankomah, 1999; Anarfi, 2003). For example pubeitg, a distinctive traditional rite
socially adhered is celebrated to mark a youngsgcbming of age into puberty.
Moreover, among the Ashantis in the south, nonivicandidates were either kill or
driven out of the tribe (Anarfi, 2003). Similarllamong the Nzema (of the extreme
southwest), high importance was also placed ompaetal chastity of young girls and an
infringement of the rules was regarded as a senffesice (Anarfi, 2003). This cultural
attitude was also reinforced by the colonial Bhitisho also introduced Christianity to
the country through the southern part of the cqunir addition, in the traditional Fanti
societies, premarital sex is considered shamefal #ere were penalties to curb
premarital sexual relationships, which range fromattl, expulsion of both parties from
the matrilineages and banishment of the offendevsn fthe community (Ankomah,
1999). In fact, in the Fanti Customary Laws whicisviirst published in 1897 statééa
man seduces an unmarried woman, he is liable tohgayfamily damages for the wrong
so done her and the disgrace brought on her fart8grbah, 1968: 48).

However, premarital sex, among some other Gharsnareties, especially those in the
north, was viewed differently from those in the #ouAmong the Kokomba (in the
north), for instance, many young women are usughggnant before marriage
(Ankomah, 1999).Similarly, the Tallensi also do ratach significant importance
whatsoever to premarital chastity. Among the Talleropulation and marriage are
regarded to be different things (Ankomah, 2003)s Eititude could be attributed to the
influence of Islam especially noting that the Anaderchants who introduced Islamic
religion to the region were known to be in the hairaping/sleeping with young and
sub-adult women especially in the communities nofthresent day Ghana. This attitude
significantly influenced the cultural attitudes @forthern communities regarding
premarital sex. Although this attitude was proltiback home in their homeland in the
Middle East. Nevertheless, they do not consider@dang or see it as an assault on the
indigenous local blacks. It was also used as datteomeans of ‘Islamisation’ process of
the people in the region. Unlike the British collists who introduced Christianity in the
south and who also championed abstinence from pitaingex. The Arab Islamist
introduced and encourage encouraged their menvi® ri@marital sex with young girls



as little as 12. This process was expected to aserén the population of Muslims in the
region. Thus, generally, premarital sex was peedithmong the Muslims, thus less
restrictive towards premarital sex.

This is also similar in Nigeria, where the northpart largely dominated by Muslims has
lose cultural attitude towards sex in comparisonhi® Christian dominated south with
very restrictive culture towards premarital sexisTéttitude of the Arab merchants from
the East was very pronounced in the present dajofiitfy Sudan, Mali, Niger and

Burkina Faso. Presently in these counties, offgpahformer Arabs settlers and their
mixed offspring now control political powers at teepense of the indigenous black
people. Also, young girls among the Muslim domidateorth have exposure to
premarital sex earlier in life than those in theitho This is also partly because Islam
which was introduced through the north does noberage girl child education but have
preference for men’s education. In addition, lifids usually hawk food items in their

communities and in the process many of them wepedaor indulged in sexual

relationships with older men who normally promigedmarry them. However, in the

south, education of both the boys and girls is eraged.

Nonetheless, the perception of premarital sexudlaieur among some society in
northern Ghana has already penetrated the souffatnConsequently, many cultures
which formerly have restrictive stance have becomoee permissive in their attitudes to
sexual behaviour. Presently in Ghana, the acceptahand frequency of premarital sex
have increased considerably (Anarfi, 2003).

4.8.2 New Sex Culture and HIV/AIDS Prevalence

Although the initial reported cases of HIV/AIDS @hana was among commercial sex
workers, however, there has been an increase inepiidemic among conventional
premarital and marital sexual relationships assalt®f the new sex culture among and is
expected to rise as economic conditions contimuavdrsen(Ankomah,1999; Anarfi,
2003).1t is imperative to state that presently in Ghamamarital sexual relationship is
considered normal with material gains at the vesgecof the relationships and this is
understandable to both the men and women involvefdct, ‘in Ghana it is the absence
of material recompense rather than its presenceeiationships which is considered
abnormal (Ankomah, 1999:296). Thus, among adult Ghanaian amel women, there is
pervasive partner switching which significantly tdmutes to the high prevalence of
HIV/AIDS (Ankomah, 1999).

Moreover, because premarital sexual relationshipsbasically consumerist in nature,
thus, the relationship is constantly examined dn@drmhaterial gains persistently assessed
so that ‘appropriate decisions’ are made whenéhaxetis a hitch in the flow of material
rewards (Ankomah, 1999). Besides partner switchimgltiple partnership is also a
common scenario among young men and women in GHdreprospect of financial
gains resulting from such relationships stronglyices most women to engage in them
(Ankomah,1999; Anarfi, 1993). And those who decrsedh practice, though very few,
do not do so because of fear of HIV/AIDS but beeaak unwanted pregnancy while
maintaining multiple partners due to low levelscohdom use by most Ghanaian men
(Ankomah, 1999).



In one survey, about 10% of males in urban aredshiad 10 or more partners too many
to remember’ before their first marriage (Anarfi)03). Overall, premarital sexual
intercourse generally occur fairly early in life ang young Ghanaians. The average age
of first intercourse for women and men is betwedratid 16 years (Anarfi, 2003). The
new sex culture that has now permeated the Ghasaw@ety has significant implications
on sexual behaviour as well as HIV/AIDS epidemit&hana

While, most women will immediately severe with datenship that is not materially
rewarding. However, they are not equally quickigpdnse off with materially rewarding
but with potentially high health risky relationskifor the fear of loosing out from the
material gains (Ankomah, 1999). The pervasivenesd abvious acceptance of
premarital sexual relationships in contemporaryraien sexual civilization significantly
contributes to HIV/AIDS epidemics in Ghana. It is@apathetic to note that in modern
day Ghana, a young woman is considered foolishh@ msiaintained materially non-
rewarding relationships by some parents, espediaynothers. Hence, some parents are
noted to have directly or indirectly encouragedirttiaughters to engage in sexual
exchanges for material gains (Ankomah, 1999).

Since, both men and women are increasingly becommoege vulnerable to sexual
exploitation. Therefore, the implications of sexaathange for HIV/AIDS transmission
can not be over-emphasized. In addition to conalderincrease in partner switching,
keeping of multiple partners and partner sharitfge,risk of HIV/AIDS transmission is
further worsen by very low level use of condomsiisn whose complain is mainly lack
of sensitivity, reduction in sexual pleasure anddmm breakage. In fact, from a study of
condom breakage during vaginal intercourse in &oas (with 3 from Africa), Ghana
topped breakage rate of 13% (Steinner, et al.1984)s, both men and women have a
very high risk of HIV/AIDS infection.

Moreover, in marital relationships women are nédveéd to refuse sex to their husbands
even though the women know their husbands mairgatra marital affairs. This is
attributed to the fact that men dominate maritadl gmemarital relationships in both
matrilineal and patrilineal societies in Ghanaaigkly due to the economic power of men
in addition to existing socio-sexual norms (Ankoma®99; Anarfi, 2003). It is usually a
predicament for women who enter into sexual reteigps for money and basic
subsistence to demand for safe sex as they colysfant the problem of choosing
between economic survival and unsafe sex (Ankoni#®99). Unfortunately, many
women, because of critical economic realities dredrteeds for economic survival, they
play down on the risk associated with unproteceedial intercourse. More so, for some
women, insistence on protective sexual behaviotinéenform of condom use may reduce
the material gains accruing from premarital sexeathange relationships with an
unwilling male partner Ankomah, 1999). Thus, thed¢o indulge in pecuniary sexual
behaviour to survive has contributed to the hugweamse in infection of HIV/AIDS
(Anarfi,2003).



It becomes worrisome when some of those affected wiV/AIDS rationalized and
argued that people have to survive and could dim fanything including AIDS. Thus, to
many of them, death resulting from AIDS is not eliéint from death from other
conditions (Anarfi, 2003). Many also reason thabatever one doe’s one will die; hence,
the cause of death does not matter. This mindseidaites the confusion or lack of
enthusiasm for behavioral change in view of the va@ilang socio-economic
circumstances. Therefore, it is apparent that icegacio-cultural factors and economic
conditions contribute to the spread of AIDS in Gdan

Similarly, it has become fashionable for young wanmecluding university students to

indulge in transactional sex with "sugar daddiestdwn. These women are normally
attracted into such relationships by the urge fatemal gifts (Anarfi, 2003). More so,

most of the men involved are usually married mew Wwave only come to seek them out
as outside wives or mistresses (Anarfi, 2003). dditeon, some of the men are non-
residents Ghanaians who live abroad, as well agsteuwho are in Ghana on short
holiday, business and other purposes. All of tiggeeps exploit the prevailing economic
imbalance to engage in temporary sexual relatiggssiith young Ghanaian women and
men and many in the process infect their partnedsvace-versa (Anarfi, 2003). Thus,

tourism development in Ghana also contributes tDb\kepidemics in Ghana. It could
also be argued that this cultural context signiftbainfluences the emergence of and
creation of ‘beach boys’ phenomenon in Ghana.



CHAPTER FIVE
5.0 DATA ANALYSIS AND I5CUSSION

5.1 Introduction: This chapter presents the analysis and discusditme data collected
during the fieldwork for this study based on the klieemes of the study regarding the
beach boys. These include characteristics of thactbeboys, opinion about the
relationships between sex and tourism, ‘romanceaigiou and prostitution, sexual
exploitation, HIV/AIDS epidemics and motivating tacs for their involvement in sexual
relationships with female tourists.

5.2 CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BEACH BOYS

Generally, the beach boys are typically perceivede young and physically strong with
their ages usually range between 17 and 25 whilediee older than 25 (Herold et al
2001). The beach boys involved in this study atevben 18-45 years. Majority of them
between 18-30 years (86%) with a few, constitutagput 14%, are above 30 years.
Majority of the beach boys in Ghana have little etion with about 76.4% having
attended secondary school/dropouts while only 23.6&l elementary education.
Nevertheless, a considerable number of the beaghibdshana are and are able to speak
conversational three different European languageglish, Dutch and German) which
also enhance their success as beach boys.

Furthermore, the beach boys are not homogenouse $bthe beach boys are found on
the beaches everyday and practically live on bothlland international tourists as well
as friends made at the beach. However, there ihangroup of beach boys, who are not
very regular but, usually come to the beaches duhe peak of female tourists’ arrival
in Ghana especially between October and Februaiglitidnally, some of the beach boys
in this study work in the informal sector such asténder, restaurant waiter and guides
which is also consistent with some previous studigsHerold et al (2001) in the
Dominican Republic and Taylor (2006) in the CaridbeAlso, some of the beach boys,
especially the older ones, operate their persamsinbess outlets where they sell local arts
and crafts such as drums, necklace, beads anddadee figure 5.1). This often brings
them into contact with white female tourists in fh@cess of purchasing some of these
items. Similarly, some younger beach boys also vesrisales boys for the older ones in
selling these materials of arts and local crafts éxample see figure 5.2). Moreover, a
considerable number of the beach boys wear dreeliacimitation of Bob Marley and
actually have special appeal to some white fenmaleidts who seek for ‘authentic and
spiritual’ beach boys. Additionally, majority di¢ beach boys are single but very few
are married especially those above thirty years.
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5.3 SEX ANDTOURISM

The beach boys are apparently excited with havengveith white female tourists who
regularly seek them out for sexual pleasure. Howeawere than that, they associate sex
with tourism and believe strongly that both sex &odrism are two sides of a coin.
Hence, when they were asked about their opiniorsenand tourism they were very
positive and excited to talk about it. For examplee of them note't is cool, sex and
tourism is cool because sex promotes tourism aodstm promotes sex. Many foreign
tourists come to Ghana to have sex and this is cHeince, the beaches boys have strong
opinion that sex and tourism are closely relatedl that tourism cannot exists or operate
without sex. Thus, in answer to the question ifrimu can exist without sex, another
beach boy answers,No, how? Tourism can not happen without sex. | dtmhk so.
There can not be tourism without sex....sex haveuwsh o do with tourism, sex and
tourism have so much to do together.

Therefore, this tends to justify their role in tbeerall tourism industry as another one
opinionated: rationalise

‘Sex and tourism are two things that go togethelneWwyou talk about tourism, you talk
about travelling to go and see what you have nendeefore, to go and discover, and
when you discover, with your eyes, you are learr@ng you can'’t enjoy your holiday
without sex. That is why white people on holidkg to taste men and women from those
places they travel to, and discover something wewry, sex and tourism go together’

‘In addition, unlike local black females who will th@ant to be seen with white males
most of the times, the beach boys in Ghana alwaighrbeen seen everywhere with the
white tourists as these enhances their status ai@ jn the community. This is
consistent with similar studies by Herold et aDQ2) in the Dominican Republic, where
the local women did not have good status from lgavaationships with male tourists in
comparison to the beach boys. In addition, mosthdidanticipate that they would be able
to marry a tourist or develop any kind of long-terslationship with male tourists.
Nevertheless, the beach boys do not believe tektionships with the white tourists is
prostitution, but rather regard the relationshigéween local black females and male
white tourists as prostitution. This is also inesgnent with the argument of Pruitt and La
Font (1995), that the men and the women in romdaoaasm did not consider their
relationship to be prostitution.

5.4 ROMANCE TOURISM OR PROSTITUTION?

Considerable number of tourism researchers espedta radical feminist such as

Jeffreys (2003) andPruitt and Dahles and Brass9)l8&en argue against classifying
‘romance tourism’ as prostitution. The responsdogfl black males in this study is

consistent with the assertion of Pruitt and LatRa®95) and Dahles and Brass (1999)
The western female tourists and local males inteved in Jamaica and Indonesia by
Pruitt and La Font (1995) and Dahles and Bras(1968pectively did not agree they
were doing prostitution.

Thus, the majority (72.1%) of the beach boys in&wed in this study opposed the view
that their relationship with western female towrist prostitution. In fact, many of them
see it as a normal relationship because they leetiey are satisfying one of the essential



needs of white female tourists who are visiting @harhis according to some of them
could be compare with food and accommodation neédeurists. Furthermore, in an
attempt to further refute the idea that their relahip with female tourists is prostitution,
one of them explain that tHeelationships with white women is not prostitutiont fun
and serious. Because it has to do with people t@pkor something in their lives. And
this is no joke’ Although the beach boys acknowledged the fact smhe white female
tourists often have more than one partner at theedaeach and sometimes too, change
partners at will. One of the beach boys statesny white ladies like f....ng around,
jumping from one to another and you cant contrenth This is not in anyway different
from the attitude of some white male tourists wigneasleep with several local black
females. This evidently demonstrated commonalitiegbe behaviors of both white male
tourists and white female tourists towards thegalofemale and male sexual partners
respectively. Hence, it could be argue that westeomen tourists similarly use their
superior class, race and economic power in théatiomships with local black men. It
also became very apparent that these binary re&dtips was reinforced and significantly
influenced by the dichotomies in class, race ammhemic power between white female
tourists and local black males. More so, prosttutioften takes place because of
economic in-equality between the sex provider &eddient, it could also be agued that
sexual interactions between the beach boys antéthale tourists can also be classified
as prostitution.

Furthermore, radical feminists usually criticizéat®mnships between white male tourists
and local black females and considered it concarnita exploitation and oppression.
However, similar relationships between white femaleists and local black males never
attracted similar criticism. It could also be ardughat radical feminists are merely
expressing ‘feminists’ stereotype argument that rabmays exploit women in sexual
relationships. This is akin to the view that wonaea the submissive partners and men
assertive or domineering particularly in penetatex. Considering the fact that gender
‘passivity and domination’ resonate very stronglighim the feminist discussions. It is
however remarkable that in ‘romance tourism’, wonwminates and men are the
passive partners. Women tourists involved in serelationships with local black males
not only dominate and but also control the affaliisey determined when they want sex
and where they want it and the men merely subnthéo requests. Moreover, the reality
that romance tourism espouses gender role revetsale women exercise power over
men further revealed that female tourists alsorassupatriarchical role often criticized
by radical feminists. Thus, it could be argued thate is apparently no justification for
differentiating between sex tourism and ‘romanagitm’ because the female tourists
also do what male tourist do.

Nevertheless, the beach boys strongly believed wWidte female tourists travel to

developing countries like Ghana to express andceseetheir sexual freedom, which is
impossible in the west. Some of the beach boys augposed that older women prefer
sex with young men and that young white males ddind older women attractive. This

they argue prompt older women to travel to Afritaerefore, according to some of the
beach boys, old white women seeking sex with yomeg simply travel to developing

countries like Ghana where they are consideredcitte, desirable and loved.



Additionally, it is evident that many women tousistan truly fulfill their sexual desire
and maintain their self-esteem in developing coestlike Ghana. However, in the
process of achieving their sexual desire, soméh@fwtomen often sleep with multiple
local males. Hence, the action of some female $tutiherefore, is synonymous with
white male tourists who also have multiple sexetdtronships with local black women.
Although the number of female tourists engagingnintiple sexual relationships is low,
compare to men. Nonetheless, in acknowledging pieltpartnership among female
tourists, one of the beach boys remarked that whdmen touristslike to sleep with
several men....they can change their minds at anymdego after another boyDespite
this, some beach boys maintained that the womaistsiware not practicing prostitution.
Regarding this one of the beach boys stdiesan’t say they are prostitute. They only
come here to enjoy their life. In their countriegy don’t move around with younger men
and cannot freely express themselves, they areyalwacupied. But when they are on
holiday in Africa they will see a lot of males anol... Africa is not like Europe. | don’t
see them as prostitute because they don’t jusbgoran and start demanding for sex
even though that is why they are here’.

However, this attitude is displeasing to some bedaays. Their displeasure could be
attributed to the fact that almost all the beacisbike to hold on to female tourists for a
much longer time. This is because the longer thioaship, the more the beach boys
are guaranteed free meals and drinks. Howeveredocontrary, most female tourists
preferred short time non-committed relationshipshwhe beach boys (Taylor, 2006).
This however shows one of the conflicts of intesds¢tween the beach boys and the
female tourists. It also shows how vulnerable theadh boys could be to the
manipulations of the female tourists. The beachsbhogrmally cannot stop the female
tourist from quitting their relationships with themihey are powerless and are at the
mercy of the female tourists. More so, the femaieists determined what they want and
how they want it as well as the duration of theilationships with the beach boys. Thus,
the duration of the relationships can either beyJaef lasting for some hours (for
example, one night standing)or days/ and can akend beyond weeks/months as
preferred by the female tourists. This is demonstidy the fact in some cases, the
female tourists just want some casual sex withbis&ch boys subsequent upon which
they end the relationship. This is also similarptostitution which is usually casual
without any commitment whatsoever between the sexiger and the client.

Moreover, the beach boys are always very eagerduvige whatever kind of sexual
experience that will please the female touristse Beach boys also assumed that their
ability to satisfy the women tourists would perseiddem to stay with them for a much
longer time. However, these often prove futile hseamany female tourists want to
avoid commitment to any male. In addition, soméhaim are interested in experiencing
sexual relationship with multiple partners. Henstaying long with one beach boy will
prevent them from having these experiences. Morensat of the female tourists are not
in Ghana looking for committed relationships buswa relationships. This is also in
agreement with the response of many female tounssssimilar study by Taylor in the
Caribbean (Taylor, 2006). More so, many of the tbmen are simply not interested



in long-term relationship and do no intend to stmy relationship with black men.
Consequently, some of the beach boys are oftetrdtad at the failure of their attempts
to have a relatively long-term relationship withettwomen tourists despite their
supposedly best efforts. Thus, one of the beacls leapress his frustrations this way:
““The white women usually come for sex and .... yimk they love you and that you are
the only one there... But what | have seen so farwfite ladies... you know these white
ladies , they are not that faithfulAnother notedlts fun ...they are serious and they know
what they want'This attitude of the western female tourists evilyereinforces master-
slave relationships where the master dictates asties what he or she wants. This is
very similar to the manner the colonial masterate@ their colonies during the colonial
era. Moreover, it should be understood that theafertourists did not embark on travel
to developing countries just because they aredsted in improving or contributing to
the welfare of the beach boys. Rather, they trédoelthe purpose of satisfying their
personal need and desire. Thus, for them to aclilésethey have to be in control and
keep the relationship in a master-slave style. Thislso similar to the manner the
colonial Europeans who had to maintain a slave-enasiationship during the colonial
era because they are basically interested in inmpgabeir economies back home and not
that of their colonies.

It is also unmistakable that these relationshigkece similarities in the relationships
between black slaves and the white slave masteisgdthe slave trade era. This was
apparently reinforced principally by the issuesr@unding ‘superior’ class, race and
economic power relations. Thus, there is no ambigim affirming that the western
female tourists use their superior race, class aoohomic power in their sexual
negotiations with local black males to please thedwes and have a fulfill sexual
experience at the expense of the beach boys. Henoealizing this, some of the beach
boys bemoan it and regard it as simple exploitatidowever, even though they dislike
the women tourists for this attitude. Nevertheléssy are at the same time attracted to
the white female tourists and according to onéeflieach boys don't really like them
too much. They only want me to make them feel haplpgy are bad’lt could therefore
be argued that this ambiguous relationships esdgntunderscores the inherent
ambivalence in this relationship. It must also heerebe acknowledged that some of the
white women'Sometimes too, ... can decide to stay with justh@aeh boy throughout
their stay,” as noted by one of the beach boys. Apparently,arm® tourism elicit
complex plural dualism, an ambivalence as the bbagk are not completely opposed to
the female tourists whose attitudes they found Is2ype1

It must also be emphasized that the beach boysaanamerely interested in this complex
relationships just because they genuinely wishatisfy the sexual needs of the white
female tourists. They actually craved for this tielaship in anticipation of personal
monetary gains and material benefitberefore, it is also very clear that this is aeoth
similarity in the interactions between male sexrigya and ‘romance tourism’. This is
because local black women similarly engage in derelationships with white male
tourists, with interest centered on monetary gassvell. Because of these similarities, it
could be argued that both relationships shouldetoes be classified as prostitution.



Although the propensity is higher in the interagtidoetween white male tourists and
local black females.

More so, som&7.9% of the beach boys also agreed that theitioekhips with western
female tourist should indeed be considered prd&titu Regarding this, one beach boy
notes:'yes | can say it is prostitution. Because of hogythare. The white ladies like sex
too much. They jump from one person to anothieurthermore, another beach boy was
critical of the manner some white female touristange partnersiinstead of having just
one boyfriend, they want to sleep with many peapl@ossible, sleep with this one and
that one’.It is however interesting to note that the beacyshwever saw anything wrong
when they (the beach boys) engage in multiple pesthut are always quick to castigate
the women tourists for doing the same thing. Moegpit could also be inferred that the
manner the beach boys hustle for the women touatge enhances and boost the ego of
the female tourists. This also gives the femaleistal the confidence to engage in
multiple partners and exploit the beach boys tar tadvantage. Hence, according to a
beach boy,;When they come down to Africa and see how thekldbays run around to
satisfy them, they just used them like that , tieeypack and they don't call, some can
....Sleep with you and your friends and they dorfec@hey just come to Ghana to come
to have sex'Therefore, many beach boys consider this as utfgoation.

5.5 SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND THE BEACH BOYS

Among the beach boys interviewed, only 48.8% carsd their relationships with
female white tourists to be exploitation while so6.5%) differed in their opinion and
4.7% were undecided on the issue. It is interestiag the margin between the two
opinions is not very wide especially because almatisif them expressed frustration and
disgust at the manner they have been treated inpés¢ by some female tourists.
Consequently, one of the beach boys who strongdtythat western female tourists are
exploitative in their relationships with them notgsu can meet a lady tonight and have
sex with her on the beach and the following morrshg will act as if she has never met
you or know you and she will not greet you. If gouclose to her she will simply tell you
that what happened last night was just a fun ardidé bla bla ...and you have nothing
to do or say. Such ones only want to f..k andwatlgive you anything. Because she like
to f..k, she will always go to the beach side beeathere are so many beach boys who
will always approach her, and she will be markirgthe boys she has f...d. At the end of
the day, she will boast of the number of boys shd!.f

Also, it could be argued that white female touriste® the advantages inherent in their
racial and economic power as well as their femirgeruality to manipulate and exploit
the beach boys statdss a game. Some of them will use you for a whitel go back.
And when they come back they won’'t come to younagad may even go to another
place. When you meet them another time she wilplginmtroduce you to her new
boyfriend, snub you and that is the ettdtould also be stated that the female tourists
were able to sexually exploit the beach boys bexdlis beach boys unaware actually
compromised and conspired with the female touristshe interactions. This is also
similar to the colonial era during which some caddists without full understanding of
the implications of their actions actually consgir@ith the colonial masters thereby



aiding the process of exploitation. Although, theath boys are aware that the women
are not in Ghana for the purpose of charity, they reevertheless, always desperate to
negotiate relationships with them. Hence, the wonteuarists could control and
manipulate the relationship to meet their needss ®not naivety on the part of the
beach boys, but the reality of the complexity dfdrent in romance tourism.

Furthermore, the beach boys apparently could rsistr@r stop the process of being
manipulated and exploited by the women touristdgs & not for singular reason of
material advantage their mind is focused on, & Akecause of the enhancement of their
ego the relationships with the women tourists coateon them. The beach boys cherish
and love to be seen with white women because istisotheir image. Thus, they are
always ready to do whatever they could to keepréhationship going, which largely,
involve a compromising attitude. Despite the faett tthe beach boys also complain about
the way the female tourists used and dump them.céjeone of the beach boys
interviewed for this study was equally criticalto$ colleaguéYes they cheat most of my
brothers. Some of my brothers are cheated allithe &ind their eyes are not opened and
they are not able to learn'So, it could also be argued that the desire torbe i
relationship with white female tourists to a reasuds degree, have an overriding
influence on the local beach boys’ interests toagegin romance tourism. Perhaps too,
ambivalence best explain these sexual negotiati@eause the beach boys apparently
dislike white female tourists because of differestsons. However, the attitude most
beach boys are very critical about, is multipletparship and switching which are very
noticeable among the women. Regarding this, andiach boy statésdon’t like white
ladies at all. ... they like to sleep with many beholis as possible, sleep with this one
and that one...They like too much sex....Their mentalito have fun. | don't like the
behaviour at all. They jump from one person to haot

It is therefore remarkable that the attitude of somestern female tourists and the beach
boys as well, revealed that romance tourism doé¢salways translate into long-term
relationships as argued by Pruitt and La Font (1998 Jeffreys (2003). Rather, in many
cases, the relationship is very brief. Which caalkb be argued, is also in many respects,
similar to the relationships between white malerigis and local black womeiThe
relationship with white women is just for fun. Wistre have sex with you and she goes
back, she just forget get about yotlihus, many of them show no commitment remotely
to the relationshipsome of them are playeras another beach boy notes. However, some
of the western female tourists return to the saseaeh boy during their subsequent visit
as acknowledged by a beach b8gme of them do come back regularly to the sanre ma
They know that they will not want to take you todpe. They like to come back and f..k
you and go back againThus, it is remarkable that some female touristedited back to
Ghana and returned to the beach boys with whomhheg had relationships in the past.
Thus, this evidently presents a complex scenarloylaidism, because such can neither
be classified as prostitution nor as ‘romanceenkk, just as Taylor (2006) noted, there
is so much complexities in the relationships betwtde beach boys and white female
tourists.



It must also be stressed that, some beach boyslast the female tourists by offering to
run errands for them or help them in making somelmses. In the process, the prices
are usually inflated sometimes by over 200%. Whiifying the actions of beach boys
in this regard, and also reiterating the fallacyhaf so called ‘love’ in ‘romance tourism’,
a beach boyargued’ The issue of exploitation is rational. Though tivdite women
exploit the black guys, they are also supposedain gomething from the relationship.
The white women and black men can pretend to laeh ether in order to have their
advantages. So it is mutual exploitation. Its ahigt the beach boys need to know what
advantage they can gain from the relationship. Sah¢he guys can fool the white
ladies. They pretend to love which is not realyetr

This also evidently espouses one of the complexitiethis interaction as it can neither
be placed within the spectrum of sex tourism/ptestin nor can it be classifieds as
‘romance tourism’ at the other end of the spectrlims is because both the female
tourists and the beach boys knowingly fool themselinto believing they are in a
romantic loving relationship while all they seekhsw to manipulate each other for
personal advantage. To further consolidate the riémsethat romance tourism
encourages exploitation by the female touriststaatithe beach boys are almost always
poised to exploit the female tourists in returnpther beach boy stated tha#vhite
people always like to cheat we black people anceti'eno way we can stop it. Yes they
cheat us and we just have to find a way to alssgetething from themThis statement
underlies the fact that exploitation is obviousbtib ways. It must however be stressed
that while the exploitation by the female touriggssexual, but the exploitation by the
beach boys is mainly monetary. However, becauséethale tourists have the power and
are the dominant partner, hence, the beach boysharpassive/weak partner in these
interactions. Therefore, the women tourists areasgqly well informed and are able to
control and limit the extent of extortion. More dmcause many of the female tourists
(with the exception of new comers) are very expeeel in these relationships. They are
very aware of the fact that they stand the risik possibilities of being exploited by the
beach boys. Hence, they are always very careflil veispect to financial dealings with
the beach boys. Moreover, the female tourists swally not in a desperate mood like the
beach boys. This evidently makes them to be in fiontrol of the relationship as they
dictate what they want and this further makes therne less vulnerable to exploitation
as well.

Despite the fact that some beach boys were ald&ttwt the white women, nevertheless,
many of them actually remain poor because the wormemists who are aware
beforehand of the possibilities of being finangiadkploited, usually guard against this.
Hence, very rarely could the beach boys gain sobatamonetary advantage in their
ploy to exploit the women. Moreover, the beach bbgedly steal from/rob the female
tourists. In fact, they always tried as much asg/tbeuld to protect the women from
falling victims to thieves or armed robbers becaiissill jeopardize their interest. In
addition, they always want the women to see themgeatle men of good character. It is
also important to stress that from the study, tdmee clear that female tourists do not
really want economic independence for the beacls.bbyus, female tourists preferred to
keep the beach boys economically dependent on #erthat they can continue to



dominate and control them since they hold the ‘kélyé economic power. Moreover,

interestingly too, the beach boys also realize Bécause of this, the beach boys did not
trust the women to be truly/genuinely interestedtlem other than sex as they
themselves are not truly committed to the womerthdgh, there are some few

exceptions.

Thus, the so called love/ affection argued by Praitd La Font (1995) and Jeffreys
(2003) to be a distinctive feature of romance wuris noting but fallacy. As this was
also argued to be one of the factors delineatifigorh male sex tourism. The realization
of lack of trust in ‘romance tourism’ was capturiis way by one of the beach boys
““The white ladies should not be trusted becausedskes not trust you. You don’t have to
trust them. But you just do the right thing and thest thing, no matter if even she
cheated you, you don’t mind. Because whatever shs fibr you she also expects you to
do something. After the whole experience, theygasSome of them are not good at all’.
It could also be affirmed th#his is a reminiscence of the colonizer-colonistrenships
where the colonizers used their inherent econoobss and political power to exploit
the resources of the colonists. Although the calisniried to take seemingly advantage
from the lopsided relationship. Nevertheless, thi@/remain poor. Furthermore, during
the colonial era, the western imperialists in thecpss of satisfying their needs,
controlled and managed every available opporemifThey leave little or no opportunity
for the colonists to reasonably improved on theotgacted poor economic condition.
However, it was observed during the study that & the women tourists actually gave
monetary compensation to the beach boys thougi,Ive and inadequate to meet their
daily needs. However, this monetary gain has begued by some radical feminist as
one of the positive impacts of romance tourism ifPeund La Font 1995). However, few
beach boys who become involved with rich women istsiractually gain reasonable
financial benefits. It should however be understdoat the female tourists engage in
sexual relationship with the beach boys simplyhedonistic tourism experiences.

However, because most female tourists do not giweatary compensation to the beach
boys, and thiis actually negate the expectatidriseoboys. Thus, they usually feel used,
dejected and frustrated whenever they sexuallgfgadithe tourist women but fail to gain
monetary or material gifts from the relationshiphis fact is buttressed by one of the
beach boys who admitted thatou can f..k white women and she will just go andshe
will not give you money. The only thing they wille is food, drinks...Another beach
boy also adds:Sometimes they open their legs for the black bogsadter that they
don’t even give the black boys money or buy foodhiem. They just f..k for free. Just
like that. At the beginning they can buy food fouy.... and they will just stop whenever
they have had enough’.

This was also noted by Taylor (2006) from her stuafyromance tourism in the
Caribbean where a female tourist interviewed raiest that it is better to keep local
males economically dependent on her and underdmérat. Thus, it could be argued that
western female tourists are merely concerned athait sexual satisfaction in romance
tourism. This is not in any way different from pibgtion. Thus, it could be further
asserted that romance tourism encourages and eméeexploitation of the beach boys
and that romance tourism is actually sustainedxXpjoitation.



The study therefore revealed that the women ttsuage not interested in the economic
emancipation of the local beach boys but rathepargcularly interested in the prospect
of expressing their sexual freedom and affirmingjrtisexuality. It could also be stated
that there is actually no rational for economic eagation of the beach boys, and one
wondered how many beach boys the tourists coulehfigteconomically emancipate.

It could also be stated that ‘romance tourism’ @dhe platform for the female tourists
to ascertain their racial and economic power on libach boys who are generally
considered as ‘others’. Especially by considerimg fiact that female tourists generally
considered the beach boys to belong to inferioe @l class. Moreover, this study also
revealed that the women tourists usually avoid gamo relationships with black males
perceived to be economically well or at par witerth They also would not want to go
into relationship with black males who appearedoof higher class from the beach
boys. Thus, the female tourists preferred the bé&agls whom they can control, exploit
and manipulate. Therefore, romance tourism is #gtwa conduit for manipulation,
oppression and exploitation of underprivileged rmdtem developing countries by white
female tourists. This observably is concomitaritriperialism and colonization.

Furthermore, the beach boys understood the adwargagition of the white female
tourists in these relationships and admit their dimmtations as well. They are also
conscious of the fact that their disadvantage osit the relationship is as a result of
poverty which invariably makes them to be vulnesafdr sexual exploitation by the
white female tourists. Hence, their powerlessneskfaistrations was acknowledged by
one of the beach boys who states thédiite women come to Africa with the knowledge
that Africans are poor, ... yeah, you feel this peaple just exploiting you.. this people
are just exploiting’ Another beach boy also noté$iey will oppress you very well, in the
sense that they came for fun and so they will jaste their fun and they will just go
away. They will not give you their phone numbersEuarope and you can not
communicate with them again, no message, no tralcdsem again. That is just one of
those things’.

Moreover, it is also important to note that the aeondom during sexual exploration
between the beach boys and their western fematest®is also of significant importance
regarding the control of sexually transmitted désssa(STDs) as well as HIV/AIDS.
Therefore, on many occasions, as the women agtéiigr sexuality and the beach boys
bask in the euphoria of having sex with white fesmalurists, safe and protective sex are
hardly practiced.

5.6 ‘ROMANCE TOURISM’, HIV/AIDS AND SAFE SEX

A considerable number of the beach boys readilgedjthat their sexual liaisons with
western female tourists could indeed contributthéospread of STDs and HIV/AIDS. In
fact 72.1% of the beach boys interviewed consetftatitheir sexual relationships with
western tourists have the potential of contributimghe spread of HIV/AIDS and 23.2%
rejected the assertion. It is however illogicalttdaspite the considerable awareness



among beach boys with respect to the transmissio®T®s and HIV/AIDS through
unprotected sex, many of the beach boys claimey tlte not use condom even in
penetrative sex with the female tourists. BauelO{20also reported that both female
tourists and beach boys in Cuzco, Peru, did na tadpropriate precautions against the
transmissions of sexually transmitted diseases lbw use of condoms. Bauer (2007)
further reported that few of the tourists who ugeaktually did in the first few days of
their relationships and that the local beach baysat always have it because they noted
it is expensive. The beach boys in this study arssistent with those in the Dominican
Republic regarding the use of condoms as well. Ating to Herold et al, (2001), the
local men expressed mixed feelings regarding thee afscondoms. Similarly, in this
study, majority of the beach boys indicated thay/tthlo not like using condoms because it
reduces their sexual pleasure. Thus, typicallydoomis used at the initial stage of the
relationships, but subsequently discontinued with use after as the relationships
progresses. However, contrary to the beach bogfsiDominican Republic, where about
a third of the beach boys reportedly used condoenyetime they had penetrative sexual
intercourse with white female tourists. This stlhpws that less than 2% of the beach
boys interviewed in Ghana reportedly use condonindupenetrative sex with female
tourists

However, this research work is inconsistent withyldgs (2001) studies of female
tourists who entered into sexual relationships woettal males in Jamaica and Domican
Republic where 67% of the women tourists reportesiigaged in safe sex practice by
using condoms. Reinforcing the attitude of the nmmestch boys in Ghana, one of the
beach boys in Ghana admitg/e black guys don't like condom. Its only progé&githat
use condom’But this statement is rather ironical considetimg fact that majority(72%)
of the beach boys are fully aware of the possilelgative implications of their actions
regarding the use of condoms. The situation becaragspathetic when female tourists
also failed to practice safe and protective sexdi#ahally, according to the beach boys,
the younger white women generally care less almitise of condoms. They also noted
that the younger woman tourists are the most vableras they are considered by the
beach boys to be more mobile and quick at chanpgartners at will than the older
women. According to one of the beach htlge old ladies don’t usually sleep with many
beach boys at a time, sometimes they only f..kperson, they don’t like bouncing from
man to man but the little girls, they bounce henel ghere and they don’t care about
AIDS. They don't even give a damm.’

Another worrisome situation has to do with some wontourists who have had un-

protective sex at other destinations before corton@hana. In spite of full knowledge of

possible infection, the beach boys still engagedniprotective sex with some of these
women. More over, even when the beach boys areeatliat some of these women are
probably sick or look sickly, the attraction islistivere for the women just because they
are white. Thus, according to one of the beach bdyst of white ladies also come here

and many of them knowing they are sick, also camena as tourists and want tot f..k.

And they wont tell you they are sick and you asaakoman you just say she’s a white
lady, she’s got money , and thats where your mintiwant to fuck and some of us black
boys don’t use condom’.



Similarly, another beach boy addsome of them they would have slept with other men
and some of them have diseases. They know theydismase. You know some of them
already know what they are coming for. Though sofitaem and not all have condoms
in their hand bags. But many of them don’t careerEme | rarely use it .If they really
like you they will not want you to use condom. @éertow we are afraid of them because
AIDS does not respect colourhis evidently showed how powerful the attractibege
beach boys have for white women and it further foeges how strong the binary
attraction could be.

The beach boys obviously have special attractionmoite women over black women
and care less about what could be the possibleédatins. It is also possible that they
actually rationalized the possible implications dgse it involves white women. This is
because the attraction is not just for women butheio of different race and skin colour,
which also underscores the influence of racialgrexice and affinity for a particular skin
colour in this relationship. More so, the beachdngted that they would not have sexual
relationship with black women who exhibit similaigrs of sickness like the white
women. Although, the beach boys were very critacfahe female tourists because of the
possibility of being infected, but are neverthelesg attracted to them. This also reflects
some of the complexities of these ambivalent ictévas. In addition, there are several
intersecting factors, which motivate beach boys s#xual relationships with the white
women. Some of these factors identified in thislgtare discussed bellow.

5.7 MOTIVATIONS FOR ENGAGING IN ‘ROMANCE TOURISM’

Some of the motivations indicated by local malesdngaging in sexual relationships
with western female tourists in some previous woikslude economic and sexual
subjugation of western female tourists as well assbility to migrate to America or
Europe (Herold et al, 2001) romantic love relasioip (Pruitt and LaFont, 1995) and
sexual excitement (de Albuquerque 1998). All thiestor also resonate in this study in
addition to racial/ skin colour.

5.7.1 Poverty

Poor economic condition is often acknowledged as ohthe key factors for tourism
development in third world countries (Herold et2001; Mowforth, and Munt,2003). It
also makes third world countries to be dependentafflment first world tourists to
survive. Similarly, it has also been acknowledgexl a powerful force for the
development and thriving of sex related tourisnivaas in developing countries as well
(Herold et al.,2001;Taylor, 2006). Consequentlyyeyty was also admitted by some of
the beach boys interviewed in Ghana to have beemotvating factor in their
participation in ‘Romance tourism’. This fact wasghasized by the fact that 51.2% of
the beach boys, affirmed that their poverty statflsence them to participate in sexual
interactions with the female tourists.

Thus, they have optimism that these interactiorlsheip in improving their economic

status. However, 46.5% differ and 2.3% were undgticApparently, western female
tourists who visit developing countries for heddisisourism experiences were able to
successfully negotiate their sexual relationshifih the local males due to their superior



economic status. In acknowledging this fact, oneth&f beach boys frankly stated
that‘Poverty motivates black guys to hustle for thetevkadies. This can be seen on the
faces of our guys, you will see that they are podnother beach boy also stress that
can say from my experience that we black guys gbeowhite girls whenever we see
them because of poverty. The girls also know wecareing to them because we are
poor. But the guys don’t give a damm to the girksjust chill out with them and later
the girls choose the guys they likdhus, it can be argued that poverty significantly
motivates beach boys to engage in ‘romance tounsith affluent female tourists and
that it makes them to be vulnerable as well.

The beach boys also supposed that because thegyargthe affluent female tourists
with economic power feel very confident to negaidhe racial barrier in their sex
seeking adventure with blacks in Africa. It alsokesthem to freely choose the type of
relationships they want and one of them put it Wy ‘Because of poverty... | think most
of them, even those who are marry...while there ¢ssna in Europe and America, once
the whites come to Africa, they mix freely withhiteeck boys’.

This also accentuates the dynamics of the reldtipesetween the rich and the poor. It
is also noticeable that the rich will hardly gooirat relationship with the poor unless there
is an opportunity for exploitation and the poor aseally powerless and can hardly resist
the dominance of the powerful. Moreover, the relahip between the colonialists and
the colonists during the colonial era involved thevement of the imperialist west to
developing countries wherein the actual exploitatiakes place. Similarly, the western
female tourists usually travelled down to develgpoountries to sexually exploit the
vulnerable beach boys. Moreover, when in develomogntries, the female tourists
usually prefer to engage in sexual relationshighwtiite beach boys and will avoid the
professionals who are financially well off than theach boys. Thus, it is unmistakable
that romance tourism thrives in third world couetrisuch as Ghana because of the
poverty level of the men in developing countried #mt the female tourists usually look
for the financially weak local males. It can alsodrgued that romance tourism explicitly
exemplify the center-periphery relationships/stastishe colonizer and the colonists as
well as poor and rich which is also epitomize byn@lationships.

Closely linked to poverty, or rather, one of thesequences of poverty is the desire for
money and material gifts by the beach boys whiglo &lave considerable influence on
their relationships with the rich western femalerisis. Buttressing this fact, one of the
beach boys notéEverybody knows that Africa is poor, we know ttiegre is hunger, so
when we see white people at first, we use to tfimkoney, because money is security, so
because of this we make friendship with themaid getting something from them... it is
that money that push udhe desire for money and gifts is so strong thatltdéach boys
are willing to do anything to please the femalerisia even at their own discomfort and
risks. For example, the beach boys will never refasy female tourists who prefer to
have penetrative sex without the use of condomadequate protection and when they
were asked the reason for this, they simply stce$lsat they stand the risk of losing
money from the white ladies should they insist.sTaiso shows the powerless of the
beach boys and how much risk they are ready t® &kl the extent they are ready to
compromise their health in their desperation tagablhe female tourists their wishes.



It however demonstrate cultural distortion regagdsexuality with the African context.
Ordinarily, African men dominate and control sexuvalationships regardless of their
economic status in relation to their women. Thus;ampletely negates African tradition
and culture for a woman to dominate and controliakinteractions. Furthermore, it is
incomprehensible in traditional African set up rwomen to dominate, control and
dictate sexual interactions. It could also be adgtnrat the beach boys assumed this role
because of poverty. This can also be attributeétidaconomic superiority of the women
tourists. Obviously, the realization of the econompower of the female tourists as well
as the poverty of the beach boys contribute, siamtly into influencing the beach boys
‘into participating in romance tourism.

More so, the beach boys are willing to oblige resfjéier sex by the female tourists while
anticipating monetary compensation in return. Wipect to this assertion, 72.1% of the
beach boys interviewed agrees that the desire fomem from the female tourists
powerfully motivates them to be sexually involvedhathe white tourists. It could also
be argued that this factor makes the beach boyoieider female tourists admirable
though they (the female tourists) can be overweiglaer and not necessarily physically
attractive to some of them. Furthermore, the staldg shows that the beach boys, don't
really love female tourists but love them becaust@r money as one of the beach boys
confessedl can say that we don't like them. We only likartheoney because they have
money. This further confirms the fallacy of love/affectias of any consequence in
romance tourism. This also demonstrate the hybndmherent in ‘romance tourism’ and
the ambivalence of this interaction

Furthermore, poverty also influence and constrhet way white female tourists are
received and desired by the beach boys as theyaeodeto put up with some attitudes
and behaviors from the white ladies which they fordinarily offensive and irritating.
This fact also explains the preference of beacls haywhite women over the local black
girls. The black women, according to the beach bays only interested in money in
their interactions with men while the white womerlyodemand for sex. This apparently
influences black boys into seeking sexual liaisonth women tourists. To further
accentuate that the desire for money due to powargngly influenced beach boys’
participation in romance tourism, one of them ax:‘the black ladies like money and
they don’t have money, most are hungry, if theyvath you and you can not provide
them with money, they will go and sleep with anothan to get the money they want.
But the white ladies have money and you don’t have&pend on themAnother beach
boy remarks!l really like white tourists a lot because if yave with them, they will not
ask you to buy cream or cloth for and they camegige u money but the black woman
will put all the burden on you’ that is why manyopke love the white ladiesClearly, it
could be deduced that poverty rather than the Beecdove/affection powerfully
influenced sexual liaisons between the beach bogsthe female tourists. Thus, the
beach boys deliberately avoid having sexual ratatips with the local girls who are
equally in the same condition like them. Similartiie local girls are also driven by
poverty, hence, will only have sex in exchangenfmnetary benefits which is rather too
cold for comfort for the beach boys. With respecthis, a beach boy notéed: | f..k a
white girl | don’t pay but if | f..k a black lady,will pay. Another beach boy however



points to the illusion of many of the beach boysosd expectations remain largely
unfulfilled, he notesSome black guys think that after sleeping withwhée ladies, the
white ladies will just open their account for thamd give them money but they never get
it, many of them know that when they get back theygaireg to forget you, the white
ladies are very smart’

However, a few of the beach boys (27.9%) even thahgy look for money in their
relationships with the female tourists. Their deso have sex with the women tourists
appeared to transcend money. They claimed thatrtpe for monetary advantage is not
the main motivation for their involvement in sexualationship with the female white
tourists. According to one of thefivany of the black guys just want to f..k white wome
and they don’'t even talk about moneyother beach boy also stressed the fact that
something more than money comes first then maseywith a white lady to me is more
important, to see how they taste, then mon€lus, it could be inferred that for some
beach boys, there is a connection between theedefsir ‘exotic sex’ or ‘exoticism’ and
romance tourism. Therefore, besides the fact they are looking for money from the
female tourists, they also relish sex with whitenvem. It also underscores the binarism
of ‘romance tourism’. Nevertheless, what also bexarhvious from this study is that
majority of the beach boys goes in to sexual mtesthips with the white ladies for the
purpose of making money out of the relationshipgsis Temark by another beach boy
provided credence to this assertisimost all the black guys go after the white wongen
because of money....’

5.7.2 Love/Affection/Marriage

Besides money, some of the beach boys also clainadove/affection motivates them
into engaging in ‘Romance Tourism’ with the fem&bairists. In addition, those who
indicated love/affection as one of the motivatiagtbrs for their involvement in romance
tourism. Some of the beach boys even expressededsiee to get married to white
women. With respect to this, a beach boy who cldiimeis passionate about his love for
white ladies states|ts one of the greatest things , yeah. | reallysivito have one’.The
claim that love/affection also influence the riglaships was also reiterated by another
beach boy who statéSome of the black guys love the white women aidt Whave
seen so far, the white ladies also love the blagksginterestingly too, some of the beach
boys also claimed that some of the female touastsally claimed to love them in return.
Nevertheless, when one of the beach boys was priobter if he actually love white
women tourists, he statésa black boy sees a faithful one, he stays \With. However,
the declaration of love for white women seems tgielicated on monetary gain. This
fact was brought to the fore when the beach boy® weobed further to ascertain the
basis for this declaration of love for white womé&me of the beach boys declatetbve

a white lady who loves me through Western Unioa,gan not marry a white woman, it
is a white woman that should love and marry ydihat the declaration of love and
affection as well as the desire to marry white i&iaris connected to white women’s
financial state, was underscore by another beaghibm stress thapeople say love is
more than money in Africa but here in Ghana, masegen as loveAnother beach boy
who noted that Ghanaians equates money to lovesaisssed this fact. It could therefore
be argued that the so call love for western tosiristall about dream for improved



economic conditions of the beach boys. Another Ibeboy also statesithe guys
normally deceive the white ladies they pretenat@ lwhich is not really true’.

Similarly, the ease with which both parties swiprtners at an unimaginable rate also
makes the claim for love as a genuine motivatiragofiain this relationship questionable.
Moreover, both the white women and the boys sonetisleep with more than one
partner during the same period.

It is incredible to note that the beach boys whaeweritical of the tourist women for
having multiple partners however, failed to denauribeir own actions for having
multiple partners as well. Nevertheless, the bdamys also expressed doubt regarding
love and affection from the white women. It is irmpable for both the beach boys and
the tourist women to genuinely trust and love eatifer because there is conflict of
interests in the relationship. While the beach bases interested in money, the tourist
women on the other hand, are essentially interestedexual experience from the
relationship. Thus, the so-called ‘love’ for thenfa@e tourists by the beach boys, could be
stated to connect with their anticipation for ficgh gains. More so, majority of the
women tourists are not in Ghana to look for husbdmehce, are not interested in
marriage other than short term sexual relationslalpsough there are few exceptions.
Therein lays the conflict of interests in ‘romartoarism’.

However, these conflicting interests create somsites and feelings of uncertainties
especially in the beach boys who are clearly thakeepartner. Hence, they sometimes
feel insecure in the relationship because of the & losing their female tourists partners
to someone else. This is because the female touisib dominate the relationship, have
their own interest to keep and would do all theylddo satisfy their interest. Thus, they
can decide to ditch one beach boy for another enpitocess. Therefore with respect to
this, one of the beach boys statethe one | have | am not even sure of her. Because
sometimes their mind can easily change. Sometiorae black guys can go and spoill
you with her and she will change her mifithe white women sometimes initiate and
make the move to dump a beach boy for anothemifhsis had enough of a particular one
or found another more attractive. This actually destrates another complexity of
romance tourism. Hence, it becomes somehow awkteagdher classify the relationship
as prostitution or associate it with romance.

Nevertheless, it must also be stated that sometienesof these relationships actually
culminate into marriages. Regarding this, some lbdamys actually developed very
strong attraction for the white tourists. This attion somehow transcends mere
attraction for women but reflects the desire fomven of different race and colour. This
is explained better by the concept of binarism.nspect to this, one of the beach boys
who is so fascinated and attracted to white latigsfound black girls undesirable for
marriage declared;like to marry a white lady, black girls, no. bd'’t like black girls but
just for friends! But when probed further to make a choice betweethite lady and an
equally rich black girl, he further re-affirm hiogtion; ‘Black girl, no. For me ,my
choice even the most beautiful girl in Ghana , h'tdike them. | don't like the black
girls, if even she has money. | am telling youtth#h, | don’t want to marry a black girl.

| can not marry a black girl. For me for my life..don’t want to marry a black girl, so |



don’t have a black girl friend . So | don’t want weaste my time and their time or for
them to waste their time on me. | want to marryhgteviady and have my babies from a
white girl’. This statement is particularly interesting notihgttthe same beach boy was
one of those who criticized and lamented femaleistai mobility to change partners at
will. Thus, this also underscores the ambivalenteiient in romance tourism.

Previous studies by Mesh (1995) in Ecuador, de dlienque (1998) in Barbados and
Jamaica and Herold et. al. (2001) in the Cariblstewed that beach boys are usually
interested in western female tourists in other aweheasy passage to live in the west.
However, contrary to this, the beach boys in thislyg differed and expressed preference
to live in Ghana rather than travelled to the wastis fact emerged when those who
declared interest in marrying white women were dskeéhey would like to live in the
west with their white women. Their responses weyedver amazing because none of
them indicated interest in living in the West withe white women. Further probe
revealed that fear of uncertainties, cultural dédfeces; perceived friendly laws in the
West, which favors women rights, were among théofaaesponsible for their position.
Furthermore, bad experiences as well as reporbuwdeaby some beach boys who in the
past had accompanied their female partners to thst YWt later returned to Ghana after a
while, informed their position. Hence, one of thetated pointedly;No, no, oh, | can’t
go and live there. | will tell her | can not livedre. | don’t want to. | prefer to stay here
in Ghana. You know | like to farm. | am from a riofamily and | have parcel of land. |
like the local food and be with nature, build mynokouse, but | cant do that if | go to
Europe’.

Furthermore, their response also showed clearly tthey perceived that they stand to
lose the stereotypical power and control Africammagercise over women. Additionally,
they are obviously trying to avoid putting themsalvn a situation that would deny them
the opportunity of exercising power and control ow@men. Moreover, living under a
roof control by women was also considered inappadprbecause there is no way they
can ever exercise traditional African male headsHipwvever, when reminded that they
were already involved in women controlled relatimps, their responses indicated that
they could tolerate temporary domination but aré neady to live permanently under
women domination or control. Therefore, one of therclaims‘Live in the west
permanently? no, if she invites me | will be thékica is a lovely place. | don’t want to
live under pressure. You know what happens oveethee ladies always have the
power. We have to sign an agreement that when aredsp specific number of months in
Europe, we have to come down to Ghana. Africa isatter’s place...l don’t want her to
control me.. | want her to understand. She hasstert to me’.This apparently reflects
typical culturally constructed gender stereotygdest influence general attitude of men
towards women in Africa where women are considénégtior to men. Thus, the beach
boysmaintain this position because of their cultura¢otation

In addition, another beach boy also respondedwhig by saying;Live in Europe? if

she wants me to accompany her for a visit, | vallBut | prefer to stay in Ghana. | want
to stay in Ghana, she can go and come back, bedalisard from a lot of people that
Europe is now very hard, what am | going to do &feAgain you are not sure of what



could happen there'This response evidently espouses fears many beagh Have
regarding life in Europe largely generated fronorniation they heard about Europie
also showed that they are not really in the reteigp with the female tourists in other to
have opportunity to travel to the West, which retdea divergent view from previously
related studies.

Still, according to another beach boy in trying jtestify his preference for living
permanently in Ghana and not either in Europe oeAea states;Live abroad with a
white lady? me | prefer to be with my woman inic&ftbecause if | go there, | don'’t
know there and what | read and | heard about thosentries is that there are a lot of
laws which make women to be more proud’ and | cam& with a woman who will
control me. In Africa, they don’t train us like thavoman don’t control man in Africa’.
This statement also showed that beach boys’ prefert stay back in Ghana rather than
Europe is not necessarily, because they do notHikepe. Rather, it is because of their
view of the perceived European laws which theyrgilp believe favour women over
men. It is also apparent that the beach boy's petsfes reflect a typical African male’s
view regarding women.

Generally, issues regarding women’s right and eguakith men are normally
unacceptable within the traditional and contempo#erican culture. They are generally
believed to be direct attack at challenging theigathy power, tantamount to distorting
the traditional system. It is interesting to notavithe beach boys hated being controlled
by female tourists even though they appeared tcob&fortable or like the relationship.
Perhaps, it lend credence to the fact that thetbbags still have their ego and that they
anticipate having control over the women at a paintime. It also showed that they
actually entertained some apprehensions regartdimgassibility of completely loosing
the opportunity of exercising control over the wonshould they travelled to the west.
Furthermore, their responses also showed thatareegfraid of the possibility of loosing
out in the relationship in the future which couésbult to their being sent back to Ghana.
This fear was captured by one of the beach boysexptains that;if | go there and my
woman start controlling me, less respect will caand she will not respect me later and
it will turn to something and if there is a smatbplem, she can just sack me back to my
country, and keep my children there.

The beach boys also presupposed that it wouldfbeutti for them to cope with western
ideals and mindset, especially regarding gendealgyuf they choose to live in the west
with their white women. However, it appeared theguaned that there would be no
difficulty if they live in Africa with their wester women. More so, in Africa, women are
subordinate to men regardless of their economgnoial status. Hence, their self-esteem
and pride will be enhanced and they are not likidysuffer ‘ill-treatment’. This
assumption was explained by a beach boy who stdtege are in Africa, | will be here
with her and | will tell her what I like and singhe knows she is far from her home
country, she will not misbehave and can not fooluad, but in her country, she can do
anything she likes because over there are lotaws$ ffor women, they don’t respect their
men. | know a beach boy who married a white towviso had four children for him, but
he was later sent home by the woman. They havetferghim:



It could also be stated that that the beach boysoably are averse to gender equality
and that they also envisaged being in control efrédationship after a while. This clearly
showed how the issue of gender equality signifigamfluenced the beach boys.
Additionally, it also became clear that the enthatt gender stereotype in Africa also
permeates the mind of the beach boys. Moreoveyriher revealed the intersection
between culture, gender and power relations, a$ agekhe implications of these on
‘romance tourism’ in Ghana. Therefore, one of teadh boys states that tpeefer to
live here in Africa. A woman has to leave her haméve with her husband, which in
this case, also include her home country. | camgad visit her and come back because in
Africa, man is the head of the family, its not ttkeg woman is a slave, no, the woman is
respected in Africa we treat them as our motheesregpect them'.

5.7.3 Racial/Skin Colour and ‘Romance Tourism’

The beach boys in Ghana are generally black n&ivanaians with a few from other
neighboring countries such as Ivory Coast, Burliaao, Mali and Nigeria. The apparent
differentiation in skin colour due to racial difearce between the beach boys and the
female tourists contribute greatly to making therigts highly attractive and admirable to
the black males. This is evidence because many X%8%he beach boys interviewed
admitted that it influences their desire to engageexual relationships with the female
tourists. This binary attraction can also be argaexse because the beach boys indeed
considered the female tourists to be ‘exotic’. Thtexoticisation’ of the ‘other’
powerfully stimulates the beach boys in ‘romanceritom’. Although, exoticisation of
the ‘other’ is often associated with white femadartsts in romance tourism. However, it
is apparent that it also hugely influenced the hdaays as well. This was also stressed
by one of the beach boys who agreed timany of the beach boys are attracted to white
colour.. many beach boys want white ladieAnother beach boy also consented that
differences in skin colour motivateome beach boys to go for the white ladies because
they are white... something different from their askim colour. Therefore, it could be
affirmed that just as female tourists ‘exoticizété beach boys, they too ‘exoticized’ the
female tourists as well.

Furthermore, some of the beach boys also assdbmtginary attraction for white female
tourists with money. Hence, to some of them, tharddor white female tourists is also
connected with desire for money becasseneof us also go after colour and money but
many go for the white tourists because of moneyntamy of us, we want the colour and
the money’ noted one beach boy. Therefore, to some of theenattraction for white
female tourists also accentuates the desire fomdétxthe tourists. Thus, to some of the
beach boys, the desire to engage in sex with winiteen overrides even the desire for
money This fact also underscores the powerful influericeirary attractions in romance
tourism.

Also, the beach boys in Ghana just like the beaxts interviewed by Herold et al (2001)
in the Dominican Republic, pride themselves forirtleexual prowess therefore, they
always want to impress the female tourists. Consetlyy they focus more on sexually
pleasing the women tourists rather than pleasimgn#elves. Additionally, this fact
explains the reason many beach boys just desisteép with the white women without



necessarily thinking about money. More so, it astances their pride and ego. The
beach boys also believed that the female tourigti®e valso in Ghana because they are
interested in experiencing sexual relationship$ wiack males. In fact, the beach boys
boast about their sexual prowess that they ateibtd the fact that they are black which
they also claimed makes them to be desirable tofah®le tourists. Therefore, they
obviously agreed with the stereotypical coloniaénted sexual image of black males by
the western female tourists without necessarily esstdnding its full implications.
Regarding this, one of the beach boys stayes; know many white female tourists like to
have sexual relationships with we black men becawesédave the strength to have sex
with them and | can say that they enjoy African mmeme than their men over there in
Europe’, and another notes furthgrou see over there the guys don'’t really givéoit
them the way they really want it and most espacialany of their men are gays'.
Another beach boy also notésthey come to Africa, they want we black to mékem
feel happy, they just want to f...k we black boykerefore, it could be reiterated that
exoticisation of the ‘other’ is very influential irmomance tourism’.



CHAPTER SIX
6.1 ONCLUSSION

Romance tourism is a growing phenomenon espedialiyeveloping countries due to
widespread poverty, economic in-equality between \itest and developing countries,
globalization and increase in the need and de$weestern women to satisfy their sexual
freedom (Herold et al., 2001;Taylor, 2006). In &g, innovations in information flows,
ICT, networking and media representations and coctsbn of tourist destinations in
third world countries, also contribute to the growdf romance tourism (Cho-White,
2006).Romance tourism, just like the mainstreamrisou has also been largely
considered as another form of colonization and @ggon of third world countries. This
is because the economic disparity between the dpeél countries and developing
countries created by the ‘new economic order’ fiaté the growth and development of
tourism in general and romance tourism in particulais economic disparity contributes
to upward trajectory in romance tourism in deveahgpcountries (Nyanzi et al., 2005) and
significantly in influence several young men in deping countries such as Ghana, into
providing sex service for western female touristence, ‘romance tourism’ involve the
oppression and exploitation of men from third wdold affluent western female tourists
for their sexual satisfaction.

Thus, men from third world countries constitute artpnt tourist products, consumed by
affluent female tourists looking for hedonistic exipnces and sensual pleasure in
developing countries. Hence, Ghana can be stres$ese become an important hot spot
for western female tourists in Africa and that rdyonext to the Gambia and Kenya in

terms of its popularity as an important destinafmmsex seeking western female tourists.

Sex is usually not an open discussion in traditigxfacan society but it is more of a
secretive issue. Moreover, in traditional Africaxss generally discuss among adults and
it is almost unthinkable to make fun or speak emdl about it. Otherwise, it will be
seen as a manifestation of moral decadence anspameibility as it is primarily
associated with procreation. Hence, many traditiohf@ican societies have norms,
customs and laws to guide against the abuse oégmacially premarital sex, rape, incest
as well as philandering. Furthermore, in most tradal African cultures, women are not
only considered inferior to men, but also marriednven are ordinarily considered
acquired properties of their husbands. Hence, aamonever refuses sexual advances
from her husband, otherwise such action will besatgred an insubordination and lack
of respect for the traditional institution. Howeyvethe influence of colonization,
modernization, Western ideologies regarding womeright issues, increase in
interregional migration as well as pockets of risemiddle class among the few, has
really challenged the traditional sex culture inrigd as reflected in Ghana. Hence,
traditional African values regarding sex have bkxsh resulting in the evolution of new
sex culture.

This new sex culture has resulted in ‘sugar dadayl ‘sugar mummy’ phenomenon in
many African countries. The sugar daddy phenomemders to sexual relationships
between affluent married old men and young womemil&ly, ‘sugar mummy’



phenomenon refers to sexual relationships betwedmald women and young men.
Whereas, the ‘sugar daddy’ scenario is very comunash widely practiced because it
often exhibits the economic status of the men wewl However, the sugar mummy
phenomenon is usually practiced in secrecy beciuseabhorred and condemned. It is
remarkable that the women involve usually do nohe@nd respect because they are
seen as ‘loose’ and immoral. It is however intengsto note that the sugar daddies do
not receive the same level of condemnation and dleegot loose their self-esteem and
respect in the process like the women. Convertiedymen who sleep with older women
are view with disdain. Thus, while African cultuaetually allows older men to have
sexual relationships and marry younger women, hewetvabhors younger men sleeping
with older women. Therefore, the beach boys aresidered as deviants and
promiscuous. It is also not acceptable for manatee tinstructions from woman in a
man/woman relationships, it is seen as a sign akness and incompetence as a man. In
addition, men generally bear every financial resality in a man/woman relationship.
Therefore, and any man that is financially depehdera woman is considered incapable
of being a man even if the wife’s income is higttean the man’s, he is still expected to
take care of his woman. Thus, a woman'’s incomengsldo her alone but that of the man
is for everybody. Within the family arrangementwaman is not obligated to spend her
money on her husband. Rather the husband is tadity and culturally responsible for
family finances. Therefore, it must be stated tihat beach boys indeed cross so many
boundaries in their relationships with the femalerists. Consequently, romance tourism
could be stated to be antithesis to both traditiand contemporary African culture.

Sex tourism in third world countries, is generadlgsociated with sexual relationships
between white male tourists and local black ladigdoe, 1989). This is often regarded
as prostitution and oppression of third world womeétowever, similar sexual
relationships between western women tourists acal lmales are referred to as ‘romance
tourism’ (Pruitt and Lafont, 1995). In their stuslid’ruitt and Lafont, (1995), argued that
the women are not doing sex tourism the way men dehce they used the term
‘Romance Tourism’. Studies by radical feminist gmastitution researchers such as
Dahles and Bras (1999) also contributed to the téelbduch women should equally be
considered as sex tourists.

However, this study revealed clearly that thereadsually no significant difference
between the two forms of sex oriented tourism egpees. Hence, this study agrees with
the liberal feminist researchers including Tay{@)01) and Kempadoo (2001) who were
very critical of the radical feminist and arguedttiihere is no significant difference
between the two. They affirmed that the westernalentourists too, employed their
superior class, race and economic power just lie white male tourists, to take
advantage of the local black males. Hence, femaigists who engage in sexual
relationship with the local men in developing coig®t should also be classified as sex
tourists. Therefore, by implications, sex tourisml 8Romance Tourism’ are the same.

Although, (Jeffreys, 2003) while acknowledging thia¢re are few similarities between
male sex tourism and ‘romance tourism’, nevertlgleggued thatthe differences



between what has been called “female sex tourissmd the behaviour of male sex
tourists are in fact profound... women should nofpgyrbe included in sex tourism’
Hence, in her article iheisure Studie®2: 223-238, she asked; ‘Do Women do it too?
This study shows that there is no significant défee between male sex tourism and
romance tourism; hence, women do it too. Even thpdgffreys (2003), argued tHate
scale of ‘female sex tourism’ is rather differendpr that of male sex tourism. The
percentage of women tourists who engage in any @dreexual relationships with local
men is small too(Jeffreys, 2003:228). It could be stated that slismission is relatively
true and may not be contested considering the tfaatt there is evidently more male
travelers globally and more men do engage in séh women during their travels.
However, it does not provide sound basis for hstifjaation. It will be wrong to base the
differentiation merely because there are more mealved compare to women. Does it
really matter how many women or men do it befoeedlassification it could be classify
as such? Is it an issue of numbers or attitude?®Mar, she failed to provide figures or
statistics to support her argument. Besides, somgist destinations have been
constructed and have the image of popularity fatohéstic experiences for either male
or female tourists. Hence, these destinations squflp receive significant number of
either of the sexes for which the destinations remowned. For example, Thailand,
Philipines, Cambodia and Sri Lanka are some ofntlest popular destinations for sex
oriented male tourists (Herold et.al 2001; Davidaod Taylor, 1996).However, this does
not suggest that there are no female tourists Who teavel to those destinations and
engage in sex. Nevertheless, it will be expeched majority of male tourists to these
destinations are interested in sex. Similarly, @aribbean’s, Cuba, the Gambia,
Barbados and Ghana are the popular destinationtefoale tourists interested in sex.
Therefore, a significant number of female tourists these destinations are also
hypothetically looking for sex. Nevertheless, itedonot suggest that that there are no
male tourists doing the same thing like the wonteh@se destinations as well.

Another issue cited by Jeffreys (2003) to differatet sex tourism from romance tourism
is with respect to male dominance and sexual ptea8ihe arguedihe sexuality of men
under male dominance...is constructed to confirnr tim@isculinity through practices of
objectification. The way in which the sexual redas between tourist women and beach
boys..... relates to a male dominant constructiosexuality’... (Jeffreys, 2003: 229).
This assertion is generally associated with commakergex tourism involving male
tourists. However, | argue that this is not limitedmale sex tourism and that indeed, it
equally manifest and resonate very powerfully imance tourism as well. The reality
remains that romance tourism actually provides dppdies for western female tourists
to assert their feminism, economic, class and liaet power on local black males in
developing countries just like male tourists. Italso interesting to note that radical
feminists, such as Pruitt and La Font actually khitherwise. In fact, Pruitt and La
Font(1995) affirmed that western female tourigisndt only enjoy the power they have
over men in developing countries but also that teegress keenness in keeping local
men dependent on them. This became very obviousvyeand manner the women
tourists manipulated and dominated the local blagcks for their sexual pleasure and
advantage in Ghana.



It is an open secret that one of the characterisatures of romance tourism is gender
role reversal. Hence, Pruitt and La Font noted tbatance tourism actually challenged
and redefined the traditional gender roles, whithento was constructed by the cultures
of both the western female tourists and local bimetes. In fact, they further remarked:
‘.....female tourists have the opportunity to exploev gender behavior. In turn, the
local men who associate with tourists, in many Wwayder into a new tourism culture
and distance themselves from their society’s naraatuthority. These men are also free
to explore new gender roles while they pursue $cama economic mobility and the
freedom to experience a new kind of intimate refeghip... (Pruitt and Lafont, 1995:
423). In addition, Pruitt and La Font (1995) algwesed that romance tourism provides
the situation for the perpetuation and reinforceim@rnwestern imperialism in disguise.
The dominance of western female tourists and thHeorsiination of black males in
romance tourism was never a contested issue. Fomthe, romance tourism evidently
represents a classical example of a lopsided oalsttip.

Additionally, Jeffreys (2003) in her argument tetadiguish sex tourism from romance
tourism, argued that while white male tourists &tified’ black women in sex tourism,
white women do not objectified black males in rog®tourism. However, | wish to state
that romance tourism also objectified black maled that romance tourism thrives on
the objectification and eroticization of black ngkhat undeniably is a racist stereotype
of the ‘exotic’ other.This assertion agrees with Pruitt and La Font'SQ8)&ho argued
that; the racist stereotype of the exotic and erotic blaten is an image that is used to
promote Romance tourism and the ideology whichtoacts it, is part of the commodity
that white female tourists are buyiiBruitt and La Font,1995: 430)This assertion also
agrees with Kempadoo (2001) who reported on a ainsiudy in the Caribbean’s. She
noted that western female tourists mentally peeeand construct, black men as
racialised and sexual objects, the ‘hypersexuall &lack male stud'. In addition,
western female tourists’ often describe black makath racial laced phrases and
expressions such agark skin’, ‘younger-small frame’; handsome, physically fit, rmo
passionate, ‘more emotional, more natural, and a#yuempting’ (Pruitt and La Font,
1995: 430).

Furthermore, Jeffreys also argued tH#te local men remain in control of the sexual
interaction as they would in sexual relations wathy women, tourist or not, by virtue of
male privilege and the construction of male dominsexualiy (Jeffreys, 2003: 229).
However, this study further showed that contraryJ&sfrey’s argument, the women
tourists dominate and control the relationshipghteir advantage. The female tourists
similarly assumed the patrichaichal roles of memamance tourism similar to that of
men in sex tourism. The women tourists have alhtleans of domination and oppression
at their disposal, which they effectively used heit personal advantages. Jeffreys also
insinuated that local black males exercise sexaalidance over western female tourists.
This | also contest because to the contrary, thelke tourists in Ghana indeed are not
only in control of the relationships. In additiasimilar studies by Taylor (2006) in the
Caribbean also reveal that the women tourists damimnd were in control of the
relationships. Female tourists also determine wthey want sex, the type of sex as well
as where they want to have it. Furthermore, thelé&ays in this study noted that they



are only interested in satisfying the women toari¥hey assumed that the more they are
able to satisfy the women, the more the monetadyraaterial benefits they will receive
from them.

More over, because the boys are ready to pleasgdhen tourists, they sometimes have
to perform some sexual acts that they find irmitgtand repulsive but which the women
tourists find very delightful. In addition, the daboys in this study also stated that the
women tourists often request for non-penetrative. sehis evidently nullifies the
assertion by Jeffreys that the beach boys sexudiyinate the female tourists in
romance tourism. Regarding this, one of the beagls btates;White girls have different
styles. The white ladies both young and old enjayycstyles’ That their behaviour is
not different from male tourists, a beach boy rdathat; ‘the behaviour of white women,
it seems they want to sleep with every man, itastjution’. In fact, some of the white
women, especially the younger women who are moverddrous, often boast about the
number of black boys they were able to sleep withingj their stay. This is also in
agreement with similar studies by Bauer in Cuz@ruPwhere a young female tourist
interviewed boasted to have slept with 10 localenah two weeks (Bauer, 2007:290). It
is therefore very obvious that the beach boys |dcoat be in control because of so many
obvious reasons, hence, they do not exercise kdru@anance over the female tourists
but the reverse is actually the case. Thus, itddag argued that Jeffreys( 2003)
apparently privileged race and gender over claseréby could not appreciate the
overwhelming implications of women tourists’ econonand racial supremacy over the
local black males who supposedly hoped to reapifgignt economic advantage by
engaging in sexual relationships with the whitedésrtourists.

The relationship between the beach boys and the emomourists in this study
exemplified master-servant relationship where tlmanen tourists represent the master
and the boys, the servant. The powers the womencisgeover the boys is very
profound. It is also very remarkable how the belois endeavored anxiously to please
the women tourists. However, the study shows thatet are conflicts of interests
between the motivations of the beach boys and fert@lrists in romance tourism.
Therefore, both the local males and female touvigie motivated by different factors in
this relationship. The study also revealed that thetivating factors somehow
interconnect with each other. For example, theltesuhis study shows that some of the
factors that influence the participation of beadydin ‘romance tourism’ in Ghana
include the desire for monetary and material befite to general poverty and the
fascination to have sex with white women (exotitesg. Other factors include the desire
to marry western women for economic security, sthégary attraction for white women
and for the purpose of enhancing ego and self+estel®wever, of all these factors, the
desire for monetary and material gifts has an ow#ng influence among the beach boys
and intersects with other motivating factors. Hoerevthe beach boys in this study were
not influenced by the desire to travel to the wesitrary to previous studies by Dahles
and Bras(1998) in Indonesia, Davidson (2001) in Ddecan Republic and Cabezas
(2004) in Cuba. Nevertheless, the desire for manenticipation of improved economic
condition in Ghana transcends and resonates throtingin motivating factors.



In addition, from personal observations and inemd conducted, it became noticeable
that there are no fixed singular explainable rea8mrthe motivations of women tourists
as well in romance tourism. This is because thame more complexities and
intersections in the motivations of different categs of women tourists. The
relationship between the beach boys and the womaists is not uniform. The fact is
that besides sex, some female tourists actuallagsgn romance tourism because of
other reasons and these often influence the rakttip. This study revealed that while
majority of the white women are just interestedhaving fun and sex with no string
attached. This can be likened to prostitute-cliatdtionships whereby the client, after
satisfying the sexual urge, abandon and forget tath@usex provider. Such relationships
often last between few hours, a night and sometismae days. This is the most
frustrating relationship the beach boys would wishhave. However, it is the most
common relationship observed during the study. Masitnen involved in this type of
short-term casual relationship are usually singleng women and married women. The
women in this category are usually low budget tdgriand stay in very cheap
accommodation and largely engaged in multiple Seral@tionships.

In addition, the beach boys often engage in serelationships with female tourists

interested in developing romantic relationshipshviatack males, which often last for a

bit longer period than the first category. While thavel by a few of the women in this

category appeared to have been predetermined bafowng in Ghana, some of the

women actually develop romantic relationships vitte beach boys upon their arrival.

This sometimes results in re-arrangement in tihaired plans of the female tourists with a
few deciding to stay a bit longer than they hadieaplanned. However, few of these

could actually develop into full-blown marriageshéel women in this relationship are

usually older and do not usually engage in multgdetners. However, some do engage
in multiple partners before settling down with satle boy. The beach boys called this
‘sampling’. They are not adventurous and can takeesfew days or even a week before
picking their choices. Thus, their selection preces very different from the casual

adventurous women. This is the category of woman ttie beach boys always wish to
meet. More so, the women in this category have moae much older and they spend
more money on the beach boys during their visieylgenerally stay longer and live in

luxurious hotel. However, they are generally few this type of female tourists normally

return back to Ghana after a while and sometiméisesame beach boy.

Another category of relationship noticed duringstsiudy is with respect to some female
tourists who not only seek for romantic relatiopshwith the beach boys, but also are
interested in having babies with black males bab are not necessarily interested in
marriage. This type of relationship also last adniger than the casual type. This is also
one of the relationships the beach boys also deligh Nevertheless, this type of
relationship usually terminates whenever the worhanomes pregnant and there is
absolutely no commitment at all to the beach baydact, in some cases, the women
involve will not reveal their prime motive at theednning of the relationship. The
women in this group are generally middle age arel ot interested in marriage
commitment. However, few of them actually travel Ghana and pre-determined to
marry black males. Another characteristic featuréhs type of relationship is that the



women involve stays with a particular boy until thare pregnant upon which they
subsequently end the relationship. They sometintag #r some months. These
observations revealed the complexities of ‘romatm&ism’. While majority of the
women tourists engaged in prostitution like relasioips with the beach boys, some few
others actually go beyond casual sex. Hence, itifscult to categorize all the
relationships either as prostitution or as romance.

This study shows that the relationship between wotoearists and the local beach boys
have the potential to contribute to the spread IM/AIDS as well as other STDs. This is
particularly because romance tourism facilitatesueh sexual encounters between males
and females who in most cases have sexual relatmnsvith many unknown partners.
The pathetic aspect of it is that many hardly pcactave sex. The beach boys do not like
using condom and many of the women too appearezht® less about safe sex. The
beach boys maintained their displeasure for theoisendoms despite the fact that they
are conscious of the possible implications. Sirtyilahe high rate of casual encounters is
worrisome. Some of the women tourists sometimeguttte influence of alcohol, will
walk straight to beach boys on the beach side ahdily demand for sex. In addition,
the fact that Ghana has a high profile of HIV/Al@Bidemics is a cause for concern.
Additionally, none of the beach boys intervieweldira to use condom on every sexual
encounter. Although a few of the women, tourists aendom at the beginning of their
relationships but usually discard its use afterhgley Besides, most of the beach boys in
this study admitted that majority of the women tstgr usually demand for oral sex
instead of penetrative sex and that the womendtualso like swallowing their semen.
These present grave dangers, though, ironically/AIDS infection is reportedly low
among the beach boys. However, other STDs are cdfmrted among the beach boys.
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