Courses irarsier more than
information, They provide exanples
of how fnformation can be
comminicated in the leaming
situatian, Participants on an
intermational \PAM refreshing course
were imfroduced fo Mon=-Formal
Education (NFE) in the hope that they
woirld vse this method (o trafn 1P
extension workers in thelr
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edpeintensive and lncationespecilic pro-

cess involving direct feld serkons,
abaia gatheng and decision making by frm-
ersin their own fields, The inappropriste
ness of cxtension methods Based on con-
ventionl metheks of transfeering technical
kenewledige in [P programimes his been
highlighted by che suceess of Farmer Field
selvools (FFA5), In emplasising o participi-
pory appronch FPS uses discovery toachicve
active leaming. Ficld ecology emenges a5
hikistlc system involving the whale coop-
ping cvele and not simply specific produc-
tion components and farmers expornseni
rather than witch demonstrations carried
ok by extension workers or researchers.
Adrer critical testing they select foom a-
haskes ol options miher tan adapr ixed
reconunendaions and in this way farmers
entice their decisionmaking skills,

Although the FFS approach is spreading
rapidly and many RGOS work with pariici-
patisry extension methods, taditonal
learing methosds are still characheristic of
exlension systems particularly those within
seaticnal extension servioes, Here, inaLop-
down approachy, the extension worker 100
as an imbermediary berween rescarchers
and farmers in transterring the new” tech-
nofopy generited by researchers.

For stafl involved in the IPM knowlodpe
system, working in a participalory system
represents an important shift inactivede and
ihinking. The question is how can siaf
involved in the rraditional, op-down knowd-
edlpe svstem be reasured Uit participatory
approeches are nod life tireareningd The
unswer seems o e thvouigh trminkng couss
s and workshops, However, experience
Teas showwn theat despite innumerahle aork-

Il; i= noww accepred that TPM s a kool
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shesps and articles, many misconceprions
sthll exisd absoul the pasticipatory cxieeson
approsch Toovercoms: these profblems the
(A extension refresher asdoped the Non-
Formal Learning approech and, as we
explain belowr, i1 was @ ssocss,

International 14 training
Thee Intermatiand dericulioral Centne
{TACY, Wageningen, the MNetherlands s
beem mnming 2 theee-month, intermtiodaal
couese on 1P in the early 1970, Using 3
vartety of iraining methodologies, the
conrse enks witly practienl, technicil aisd
selennific aspects of TP and includes an
IPM Extension module, 18 addeesses a trget
puchince of Righer and mid-level officers
concerned with erop prodection and work:
g within governmental orgasisations and
MG, Maost course particisunts come from
thie S0k

Over e viears expericoce has shown
how difficule it is o intesduce in-depth pas-
Licipatory extension approgches efectively
imbo che PACIPM crioision conmse.
Technleal crop protection specialises and
extension workers tend o be owore fimiliar
with the traditional transfer of teehology
iy of extension system, Therclore, 4
shiort, regionally-based refresler course n
extension wis designed as a followed up 1o
the intemational 1PM raining course held
in the Metherkands,

Regional IPM extension courses

These regional twoeweck Extension
Development for IPM courses held in
conperation with such organistions ds due
Tnternagional Centre of Insect Phiysialoay
and Boology (HCIPE, Kemya ancd BBATE,
Development Rescarch Foundation, Pune,
Ik,

Tralning trainers
The course anticipares that wlwen pirnick
pants return o their home countrics they

will st their new expericnce to ealn othe
ers, The course s hased on ideas developed
ancd ested In [P extonsioa and tmining in
recent years and nakes i atempe to
cxteapodite the IPM experience (o sustain:
abale agriculiure in general, 1M seems an
appropriste methodological starting poist
when introdueing sustiinable practices amd
improving furmers’ and extension workers”
capacity o think in ecological teans
hecanse mny of the ecologice] proccsses
brevealved o T8 wre exsy for farmsers and
exfensionisis (o observe,

Extension Development for 1IPM s
hased on the principles of NFE and aduli
eclucation: lewrming throweh experence,
expermenition, nd self-discovery onad
Building on existing knowledge and cxperi-
CibCE,

Field prodlem are iranslated into leaming
experienoes wnd group dynamic exercises
are an important part of this provess. [Lis
ko that people tend o imitie the
tenching methods used on the in the past,
It is bmportant, therefore, thal course par-
teipants’ experience NFE for themselves
Al mactiods and netivitics used on the
conrrse afe consiatent with those ro he gsed
Juteer iy the participanis work siiuation and
i conarse iusellis structured peoording Lo
NFE pranciples.

Participants’ experiences

some participans on the refresher course
shered] wn initial peskstance to this learning:
twy-ghaing and learning-hydiscovering meth-
o, They still expected leciwres and more
pechmicnl subjects and che fact that nelther
fncilientons) nos partholpisls wers sup-
el o lecture was rather difficult for
soumie course members. This problem was
most evident in disowssions with the fanom-
e, Chpee in g while Bcilivaoess hacl tointer-
vente by breaking into tee lecoores that
developed when participants addresscd
firmaers, 1o penerd], however, paricipants




slwrwedl interest in discussing oppeorismitics
and constraints with formers and inosing
the rarticipritony cuntl agpraisd teclinigucs
when visiting their lickds. I was inercsting
Lo s il participrants imvolved witla
OFELNIC GIFmers in Kenya wicd 1o get as
miuich technical informatiodn as possible
absun growing crops according 1o organic
principles,

Althongth the course was held In English,
communication with farmers was in the
Incal limapeage. The number of participants
spezking the Iocal kinguage on each
refresher course was usmlly o litle less
tham 54 percent

Inn discussion sessiones with ey,
transkation wias recuriced bt this dsd oo
it Lo e precsen i prodlen. I Dol nse
Pieed Been miade of PRA ieclinigues transl-
tion would have been less necessary as vis
weklisation strongly assises the munel weder-
standing of the topics introdwced, Inanalys
ing the many proshlems confronting farm-
ers, v was foumd that facilitniors swere necd-
el o guidde both the selection of key lssses
andl the chodoe of hinw these isswes shoald
b upprosichied by the extension sesion.
Ananitial proposal for the exbosaon session
ut forwsird by e course ot icipmls
Wsemnselves, for exnnple, was a serics of fee-
Tures o lechnical subjpects. Te Gacilitators
Twad o probe for new ideas and aliemitives
and then encousiged the panicipants to foe-
mulare these into improved proposls,

Farmiers wire supposed (o participare as

mnch s possihie in all activities, demoan
strations, explanations, amd groap inlenie:
tiors. The technigues nocessiry (o cnsuee
this degree al Limer invalvement were
el during the course, Whilst some s1ill
o it difficule v wse these methods, i
thicir final cvilumtion pasticipanes showed
thiar, in general, they were convinoed of the
effectivensss of the parmicipatory exiension
approach and the learndng methodologies
involved,

Expericnoes during the extension day
These extension sessions penerated consids
erable interest although oftea there was
=onpie tension at the beginning. The Brmers
alicl mor quiate ko whal Lo expect from
Lhe growgs swliich comiained scveral lorsign
[rces, Course members, on e otlier hand.
=y L as a day of toath', a kind of pracical
cocamdnation. ln acditien Bemers were not
used 1o the agro-ecosysien anilysis,
Howwever, drawlng artenthen to the differ-
ences hetween beneticials (the fumers'
friends)and pesis (the fArmers” enemeesy
umned the positive ol negative fctors that
inMuenced crop health provicded plenty of
ugportunily for the grossp o warm ap.
Discussions woere particulzrly interesting
whien the groags presented their conelu-
sivwns e Lhe status of their crog aned seg-
prated ways i which poolilens could e
prevenied o coditralled. Bung the cxici-
sion dday the Held was the reaining material
el the Bemers” oo obsersations the

Rope game, 2 groap
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wronps’ source of Enowledse, This was
clerly o new leaming cxpericnce for both
larners il Course prurticiphuls.

Visul aids were usod as maecl as possibic
and farmers veacted positvely 1o e cxer-
cises in group dynamic exercises, They
wepe excited w discover thar their fGelds
dligh mor oy conin famers' enemics’
Sfarmiers friends’ s weell and that wsing pes-
tlcldes migght endanger these heneficil
Iresercts, Saech lssoes bed do long discussions,
In thesar evalution Armers mace it clenr
thut they had enjoved the way the sessions
were erganisecd anc appreciated the
apprmich. They were positive Gonmd somes
times very kindp in their evaluations of (he
oarse prirticiprats anc wade o mumber of
striking roavirks. 1T eonchede this article by
leming the farmers” cominents speak For
themsedves. “Today we are not todd wiarn
wrr leave o do inoour orops”. " For the first
thime in coners with extension warkers or
rescarchers we feel that they {pamicipanis)
rreat us as eqieals”. “These participanis sic
together with us on the ground at the same
lewel”, “We learned o Jot of new things
ubsut groswing our crops il trying 1o pre-
veTit o oo the peeses®,

"9 e dicd ot know that we have friends
{parasitodcs and predstorsy in our crops,
brelping us wo control tee pests,” (This
rermiirk s also mucle by a groaep of organic
Girmeers in koirya!y; "When can we have a
me X el iy, Wie weant bo go and ey to
implenicnt new ilesisT,
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