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The 7th Dutch National Forest Inventory (NBI-7) was
carried out from 2017 to 2021 to collect data on the
current state of Dutch forest. Data were collected at
3,197 sample plots on a number of variables, including
variables like forest composition, age, tree diameter and
regeneration. The key results are presented in this flyer.

Where possible, comparisons are made with previous inventories, in
particular the 6th Dutch National Forest Inventory (NBI-6) carried out in
2012-2013, the 5th Dutch National Forest Inventory (NBI-5) carried out
in 2001-2005 and the Wood Harvest Statistics (HOSP) from the period
1985-1997. These comparisons should serve only to indicate a trend
because of differences between methods and definitions, particularly in
those carried out before 2000.







Forest area
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Ownership

The ownership situation has not changed much since the previous inventory.
Staatsbosbeheer (the Dutch State Forest Service) remains the largest forest owner,
with a share of 26%.
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Management type

Over half of the Dutch forested
area consists of even-aged stands,
although the proportion of uneven-

aged stands has increased .
considerably (from 15% in NBI-6

to 22% now), and the proportion of
even-aged stands has decreased
(from 61% in NBI-6 to 52% now).

® 54% Even-aged forest
® 22% Uneven-aged forest
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9% Other plantings
(landscape, avenues,
wooded banks etc)

10% Not surveyed

Species composition

Dutch forests are becoming increasingly mixed, at the expense of single-species
coniferous stands. For the first time since surveys began, more deciduous than

coniferous trees have been recorded.
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Age
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Regeneration

Natural regeneration was also
recorded in the NBI-7 (trees with
a diameter at breast height of
<5 cm, but taller than 50 cm).
On most plots regeneration from
broadleaved species was found,
only on 6% of the plots the
regeneration consisted of
coniferous species only.

A significant finding was the
regeneration of black cherry, an
invasive exotic species, on more
than a third of the sample plots.
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Standing stock

The growing stock volume
increased from 198 m3/ha in
2001-2005 to 224 m3/ha in
the NBI-7. The amount of
standing dead wood increased
from 4.6 to 10.0 m3/ha and
lying dead wood increased
from 5.4 to 9.2 m3/ha.

The proportion of almost all
coniferous species in the
growing stock decreased,
causing the share of conifer-
ous species to decrease from
55% in 2001-2005 to 46%
now. An exception to the
increase in deciduous species
in the growing stock is ash,
which is declining due to ash
dieback disease.
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Increment

The average increment
decreased slightly from

7.2 m3 ha-! yr-1 in the
NBI-6 to 6.6 m3 m3 ha-! yr-!
in the NBI-7. The decline

in Douglas fir and ash is
particularly noteworthy.
Douglas fir probably suffered
from drought stress, while
for ash the decline is a direct
consequence of ash dieback
disease. Other coniferous
species also appeared to have
been affected by drought, as
the increment in coniferous
forests decreased from

8.1 m3 ha-! yr-t in the NBI-6 to

7.0 m3 ha-t yr-! in the NBI-7.
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Harvest

An estimated 1.15 million m3
wood is felled each year in
Dutch forests (from 3.4 m3
ha-t yr-t in the NBI-6 to

3.1 m3 ha-! yr-1 in the NBI-7).

Roughly two-thirds of this
volume is felled in coniferous
forests and one-third in
deciduous forests. In general,
deciduous species make up

a smaller portion of the

felled volume than is to be
expected on the basis of

the area and increment of
deciduous trees. The opposite
is true for coniferous species.
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