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CHAPTER 4 

GEOLOGY, CLIMATE, PHYSIOGRAPHY 

Scanned from original by ISRIC - World Soil Information, as ICSU 
World Data Centre for Soils. The purpose is to make a safe 
depository for endangered documents and to make the accrued 
information available for consultation, following Fair Use 
Guidelines. Every effort is taken to respect Copyright of the 
materials within the archives where the identification of the 
Copyright holder is clear and, where feasible, to contact the 

"'originators. For questions please contact soil.isricigiwur.nl 
indicating the item reference number concerned. 
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4-1 

4.1 GEOLOGY 

4.1.1 Main Formations 

Geologically, Kenya consists of very old underlying 

metamorphic rocks (rocks which have been fundamentally 

changed by heat and pressure) which are overlain in much of 

the Kenya highlands, as well as in extensive low-lying areas 

of Kenya by younger rock formations and deposits. These 

younger formations include large areas of volcanic deposits 

and lavas. 

The geology of Laikipia District reflects this general 

pattern. The whole of the District is underlain by meta­

morphic rocks of Pre-Cambrian age. They form part of the 

extensive African Basement complex which extends south to 

Mozambique and west to West Africai In Laikipia District the 

metamorphic Basement Complex rocks are exposed at the surface 

only in the northeastern parts of the District, including 

most of Mukogodo Division (Map 4-1). They form the Mukogodo 

and Loldaiga Hills. Elsewhere in the District, and occupying 

the greater part of it, various volcanic formations overlie 

the metamorphic Basement Complex rocks buried at various 

depths below them. The volcanic formations include flattish 

sheets of volcanic lava in the western areas of the District. 

In its eastern parts there are extensive volcanic deposits, 

mostly of fairly flat relief, originating from Mount Kenya. 
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