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AIWW

FROM EXCHANGING KNOWLEDGE 
TO BUILDING LINKS 
An impression of the AIWW 2017
Vivian van Nassou*

The Sarphati Sanitation Awards 2017
In 2013, World Waternet, Aqua for All and the 
Netherlands Water Partnership launched the biennial 
Sarphati Sanitation Awards (SSA) to honour the special 
contribution made by individuals or organisations to 
global challenges in the field of  sanitation and public 
health. The Amsterdam alderman Udo Kock presented 
the prizes during the AIWW opening ceremony. The 
jury announced that Dr Sasha Kramer, co-founder 
of  SOIL (www.oursoil.org), had won the Lifetime 
Achievement Award. The award recognises her work in 
Haiti in the field of  sustainable sanitation solutions that 
can be scaled up easily, especially in fast-growing, semi-
urban areas. The FINISH society (www.finishsociety.
org) won the Young Entrepreneurs award for improving 
sanitation in India by combining the raising of  ‘water 
awareness’ with economic incentives. 

 
*  Vivian van Nassou (Communications advisor, World Waternet).

‘Water ... and 9 billion people’ was the theme of Amsterdam International 
Water Week (AIWW) 2017. This was an opportunity for cities, governments, 
policymakers and science & technology to discuss their current water 
challenges. AIWW 2017 represented the next step in the search for solutions 
to global water problems. The week focused on four major water challenges: 
water efficiency and value, institutional transition and governance, water 
management and resilience, and innovative water systems. The Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), which were formulated by the UN to combat 
poverty, inequality and climate change, formed the guiding principle 
connecting all the AIWW themes. As Prime Minister Mark Rutte emphasised 
during the opening ceremony, creating value in the water chain is essential 
for the sustainable management and availability of water in future for 
everyone. This is directly related to SDG 6, which aims to ensure access to 
sustainable water management and the provision of sanitation for the entire 
global population by 2030. It can be concluded that even though technical 
innovations are constantly developing, sharing challenges and solutions 
enable progress and a step forward. To support this we urge for nominees for 
the next Sarphati Sanitation Awards in 2019. 

Connecting parties
During AIWW, the 23 local directors of  the 
WaterWorX programme were brought together. 
The ten Dutch drinking-water companies and local 
drinking-water partners are joining forces under 
the programme to give ten million people around 
the world sustainable access to clean drinking water 
by 2030. The drinking-water companies are doing 
this by means of  Water Operator Partnerships 
(WOPs). These are long-term alliances between two 
water authorities, which are based on equality and 
entail the sharing of  technical, organisational and 
institutional expertise. The programme also focuses 
on involving the very poorest in water-related tasks 
while providing equal opportunities for women, men 
and minorities within communities. This means it not 
only contributes to SDG 6 (clean drinking water and 
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good sanitation), but also to SDG 1 (ending poverty) 
and SDG 5 (gender equality). With WaterWorX, 
Dutch drinking-water companies are dedicating their 
resources to reinforcing the financial, technical and 
social sustainability of  local partner water companies.

The value of  water 
In early 2017, the UN’s High Level Panel on Water 
(HLPW) launched a global initiative on valuing the 
water chain, which should result in less ‘water stress’ 
and more sustainable water management. Last year, 
wide-ranging consultations took place to find out how 
to optimise the process of  valuing water. This resulted 
in a number of  principles: 

   Recognize Water’s Multiple Values

   Build Trust

   Protect the Sources

   Educate to Empower

   Invest and Innovate

During the AIWW session on Valuing Water, World 
Waternet and its partners cited practical examples from 
Mali and Lebanon, showing how value can be created 

from water. SOMAGEP-SA is the state-owned national 
water supply company of  Mali. SOMAGEP-SA adds 
value to the water they supply with ISO-certification 
of  their laboratory, which will serve as proof  that 
the water is safe, combined with a public awareness 
campaign where drinking tap water is promoted. In 
Lebanon, the Litani River Authority (LRA) is a public 
institution responsible for irrigation service delivery 
in basin canal commands and for water resource 
management at the basin level. LRA is focusing on 
improving water quality in Lake Qaraoun and the 
Litani River using algae control. These examples made 
this abstract theme suddenly become more tangible. 
These ideas were shared with Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte during round-table discussions.

Protecting drainage basins
How can a long-term World Operator Partnership 
(WOP) be designed so that it contributes to SDG 
Horizon 2030? The success factors of  the WaterWorX 
programme were highlighted during the AIWW session 
on WOPs and institutional capacity. A similar 
programme is currently being developed by the Dutch 
Water Authorities for the 22 water boards. Under the 
‘Blue Deal’, the Dutch Water Authorities, together 
with the Ministries of  Foreign Affairs, Infrastructure 
and Water Management, and Economic Affairs and 
Climate Policy, will work to give 20 million people 

Sarphati Sanitation Awards nominees, winners and participants
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better access to cleaner water, enough water and safe 
water by 2030. World Waternet is also helping to 
shape this programme in order to support SDG 6.3 
(improving water quality by limiting pollution), SDG 
6.b (increasing the efficiency of  water use) and 6.5 
(integrated management of  water resources). This 
also entails supporting SDG 13.1 (protecting drainage 
basins from flooding). The Dutch Water Authorities 
and the Directorate-General for International 
Cooperation (DGIS) signed a declaration of  intent for 
the Blue Deal during the session. The final agreement 
was signed during the World Water Day, on 22 March 
2018. 

Transition to resilience and circularity
Action is needed in the short term in order to 
accelerate the transition to a resilient and circular 
water cycle. One of  the aims of  AIWW 2017 was 
to establish a series of  Amsterdam Agreements, 
in which AIWW participants would commit to 
continuing their work and achieving stated objectives. 
The Amsterdam Agreements form the bedrock 
of  new partnerships and will facilitate the scaling-
up of  new solutions. The Blue Deal declaration 
of  intent is one of  the Amsterdam Agreements. 
Waternet and Berliner Wasserbetreibbe, Berlin’s 
public water company, also signed an Amsterdam 
Agreement, in which the two parties committed to 
cooperating in the fields of  climate change, solutions 
to extreme weather conditions and searching for 
measures to combat micro-pollution, all of  which 
are directly related to SDG 13 (climate change). A 
total of  seven Amsterdam Agreements were signed, 
focusing on research, public-private and public-public 
partnerships. During AIWW 2019, the signatories will 
return to Amsterdam to report on the progress that 
has been made. 

Knowledge exchange
During the session on Climate Change Adaptive 
Measures, World Waternet presented the 
Amsterdam Dune Water Machine. The artificial 
recharging and storage system of  Amsterdam’s 
water supply dunes can serve as a global solution 
to water shortages. It is a proven technique for 

Christiaan Rebergen, Director-General for 
International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (left), and Hein Pieper, Vice-Chairman 
of the Dutch Water Authorities (right), sign the 
declaration of intent for the Blue Deal

Otto Ferf Jentink (World Waternet) raises the 
Lebanese case at the Valuing Water session
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storing water underground, decontaminating surface 
water, reducing quality fluctuations and conserving 
nature. The concept offers a solution to periods of  
drought and extreme rainfall as a consequence of  
climate change. This system was implemented in 
China in 2015. The local government delegation 
from Beijing and Shanghai shared their experiences 
of  Sponge City, a project that was carried out in 
2015 in partnership with World Waternet, Arcadis 
and Deltares. Sponge City is a swamp park with an 
artificial infiltration system that will provide the city 
of  Deyang with sufficient drinking water. The swamp 
park forms part of  the Chinese climate adaption 
programme. 

AIWW 2017 – fertile ground  
for close partnerships
Visitors of  the AIWW 20177 can look back on a 
successful and productive week, which provided them 
an excellent opportunity to bring together global 
water challenges, solutions and expertise. After the 
success of  WaterWorX, which sees Dutch drinking-
water companies joining forces to improve the water 
supply across the world, the Dutch water boards 
have worked hard to establish the Blue Deal. Under 
the deal, 40 drainage basins will be better protected 
against flooding, have better access to water and will 
provide higher-quality water. AIWW proved to be 
a great opportunity for the Dutch water boards and 
ministries to confirm their commitment to the Blue 
Deal, which will make a significant contribution to 
SDG 6 (clean drinking water and good sanitation) and 
SDG 13 (climate change). 

Sarphati Sanitation Awards 2019: 
Call for outstanding entrepreneurs on 
sanitation and public health
The Sarphati Sanitation Awards will be handed 
out for the fourth time during the Amsterdam 
International Water Week later in November 2019. 
Join the boost for global sanitation efforts and 
nominate an individual or organization for the 
Sarphati Sanitation Awards 2019! Do you know an 
individual or organization that contributes to the 
global sanitation challenge, please nominate them by 
sending an email to Sarphati2019@aquaforall.org.  M

Roelof Kruize (Waternet) and Jörg Simon  
(Berliner Wasserbetreibbe) sign the Amsterdam 
Agreement

Theo Olsthoorn (Waternet) explains to the 
Chinese delegation how drinking water is 
collected from Amsterdam’s water-supply dunes 


