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1. Introduction 
 

The first FACCE ERA-GAS Research Programme Meeting was held in Wageningen, the Netherlands on 10-11 October 2017. 

The meeting was organised by Wageningen University & Research, a partner in FACCE ERA-GAS, with support from Teagasc 

(FACCE ERA-GAS Coordinator), and included a full programme of activities. The coordinators and participants of all 10 

projects funded under the 2016 Joint Call were invited to attend. Minimum two representatives per research project were 

expected to join the meeting. Furthermore, FACCE ERA-GAS Consortium members and relevant stakeholders were invited 

to participate in the meeting. The programme of day 1 was open to FACCE ERA-GAS research project coordinators / 

partners, FACCE ERA-GAS consortium members and stakeholders. The programme of day 2 was intended for FACCE ERA-

GAS research project coordinators / partners and FACCE ERA-GAS consortium members.  

The key note speaker, Prof. Dr Louise Fresco, President of the Executive Board of Wageningen University & Research, 

acknowledged the work being done in the FACCE ERA-GAS ERA-NET and stressed the importance of stakeholder 

involvement and public engagement in order for the COP 22 Paris Agreement to be successfully implemented. 

The FACCE ERA-GAS Research Programme Meeting is reported in detail in the following pages. 
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2. Research Programme Meeting 
 

The Research Programme Meeting (RPM) took place on Tuesday 10
th

 October 2017 from 12:00 to 21:30 and Wednesday 

11
th

 October 2017 from 9:00 to 13:30 at Wageningen University & Research. The RPM was organised by Wageningen 

University & Research, a partner in FACCE ERA-GAS, WP7 lead and task leader in WP5. 

60 people joined the first day of the meeting, including 35 people from FACCE ERA-GAS funded projects and 16 FACCE ERA-

GAS Consortium Members. On the second day, 57 people attended the RPM, including 35 people from FACCE ERA-GAS 

funded projects and 15 FACCE ERA-GAS Consortium Members. All research projects were present with 1 ς 5 

representatives. Some projects organised a project meeting prior to or after the RPM. 

 

2.1. Programme of the meeting 
 

The RPM programme was designed with multiple purposes. The project task description states: 

Launching, presenting and networking the funded research projects from this ERA-NET call. 

The programme of the first RPM reflected these aims with a focus on networking and identification of synergies / possible 

collaborations between FACCE ERA-GAS projects and between FACCE ERA-GAS projects and other initiatives /other 

projects / stakeholder groups. 
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Day 1, Tuesday 10
th

 October 2017 

Room: ATLAS 1 & 2 

Note: The programme of day 1 is open to FACCE ERA-GAS research project coordinators/partners, FACCE ERA-GAS 

consortium members and stakeholders. 

12:00 ς 12:55 Registration and lunch 

12:55 ς моΥлл hǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎΩ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 

Huub Löffler, Director International and Accounts  of WUR 

13:00 ς 13:10 Presentation of agenda and Introduction to FACCE ERA-GAS  

CǊŀƴƪ hΩ aŀǊŀΣ ¢ŜŀƎŀǎŎΣ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ C!//9 9w!-GAS 

13:10 ς 13:20 FACCE ERA-GAS in the context of FACCE-JPI  

Gudrun Langthaler, The Research Council of Norway, Vice Chair FACCE-JPI  

13:20 ς 13:30 Welcome speech 

Louise Fresco, President of the Executive Board of WUR 

13:30 ς 13:40 Introduction to the Project Roundtables 

Órlaith Ní Choncubhair, Teagasc, FACCE ERA-GAS Executive Team  

13:40 ς 14:30 First set of Project Roundtables 

Seven or six projects host one roundtable each. The roundtable starts with a ~5-minute introduction by the project 

representative, followed by 20 minutes of discussion on the project.  Other researchers can discuss the details of the 

project and make constructive suggestions and/or consider if there are possible areas of cooperation/collaboration 

between projects. After 25 minutes, the attendees have the opportunity to move to a new roundtable and each project 

hosts a second roundtable discussion (as above) with a new set of attendees.   

14:30 ς 14:45 Tea/coffee,  snacks 

14:45 ς 14:50 Welcome back 

Martin Scholten, Member Board of Directors of WUR, Co-chair GRA  

14:50 ς 15:05 Presentation on GHG Nexus 

Órlaith Ní Choncubhair, Teagasc FACCE ERA-GAS Executive Team, Hayden Montgomery, Special Representative of the GRA  

15:05 ς 15:55 Second set of Project Roundtables 

As above 

15:55 ς 17:05 Communication & Stakeholder engagement workshop, part 1  

Rhonda Smith, Minerva, H2020 CSA action CommBeBiz  

Part 1  aims to raise the issue of stakeholder engagement; find and share appropriate ways to engage stakeholder; explore 

possible common initiatives to engage stakeholders.    

17:05 ς 18:35 Tour of WUR facilities  

19:30 Social Dinner, including key note speech 

Martijn Root, Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs  

1st FACCE ERA-GAS Research Programme Meeting  

Agenda of the 1 st FACCE ERA-GAS Research Programme Meeting  
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Day 2, Wednesday 11
th

 October 

Room: ATLAS 1 & 2 

Note: The programme of day 2 is intended for FACCE ERA-GAS research project coordinators/partners and FACCE ERA-

GAS consortium members. 

09:00 ς 09:05 Welcome back 

Christine Bunthof, WUR, FACCE ERA-GAS Executive Team 

09:05 ς 09:15 Project Monitoring 

Órlaith Ní Choncubhair, Teagasc, FACCE ERA-GAS Executive Team 

09:15 ς 10:05 Third set of Project Roundtables 

As above 

10:05 ς 10:20 Tea/coffee 

10:20 ς 12:20 Communication & Stakeholder engagement workshop, part 2 

Herman van Keulen, WUR, FACCE ERA-GAS and Rhonda Smith, Minerva, H2020 CSA action CommBeBiz  

Introduction to basic science communication strategies, with practical tips for creating impact with your research project. 

Feedback on draft communication plans.  

Part 2 of the workshop is for the researchers of the FACCE ERA-GAS projects only. This workshop will be held in parallel 

with the FACCE ERA-GAS Consortium Meeting. 

12:20 ς 12:35 Closing Research Programme Meeting 

CǊŀƴƪ hΩ aŀǊŀΣ ¢ŜŀƎŀsc, FACCE ERA-GAS 

12:35 ς 13:30 Lunch 

 

Venue 

Wageningen Campus 

ATLAS (Building 104) 

Room: ATLAS 1 & 2 

Droevendaalsesteeg 4,  

6708 PB Wageningen 

 

 

  

1st FACCE ERA-GAS Research Programme Meeting  
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Day 1 

2.2. hǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎΩ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
Huub Löffler, Director International and Accounts, WUR 

 

Dr Löffler kick-started the meeting by welcoming participants to 

Wageningen University & Research. He said that WUR was 

formed through the merging of the university and specialised 

research institutes, with the aim of ensuring the flow of science, 

research and education between the two programmes. He 

explained that this organisational structure and enhanced 

collaboration allows WUR to capitalise on the ideas of students 

and researchers. WUR is an attractive location for international 

companies and has also produced many start-ups in the area of 

healthy food and the living environment, Dr Löffler added. 

 

 

2.3. Introduction to FACCE ERA-GAS 
CǊŀƴƪ hΩaŀǊŀΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ¢ŜŀƎŀǎŎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ C!//9 9w!-GAS 

 

5Ǌ hΩaŀǊŀΣ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ C!//9 9w!-GAS, welcomed everyone 

to the 1st FACCE ERA-GAS Research Programme Meeting. He 

thanked and welcomed the funding agencies who provided 

finance to fund the 10 research projects and the organisational 

teams at WUR and Teagasc who prepared the programme and 

logistics for the meeting. He welcomed the project coordinators 

and partners of the funded projects and wished them well as they 

start their exciting new research. He spoke about the specific 

goals of FACCE ERA-GAS (Cooperation, Alignment, Impact) and 

how the funded projects were a direct result of enhanced 

cooperation and alignment between partner countries in order to 

achieve greater impact in terms of GHG mitigation and improved 

monitoring. 

 

2.4. FACCE ERA-GAS in the context of FACCE-JPI 
Gudrun Langthaler, The Research Council of Norway, Vice-Chair of FACCE-JPI 

Dr Langthaler commented that FACCE ERA-GAS was at the heart 

of the work of FACCE-JPI in terms of supporting sustainable 

agriculture and food security in the context of climate change. 

She said it had been a long journey from the initial development 

of an Implementation Plan involving the FACCE-JPI Scientific 

Advisory Board (SAB) and Stakeholder Advisory Boards (StAB), 

developing the call scope and securing financial commitments 

from funders, organising and implementing the co-funded call to 

today, the 1
st
 Research Programme Meeting with researchers 

who were successful in the call. She stated the work of FACCE-JPI 

is important for identifying gaps, needs and resources across 

Europe. This transnational effort, both in terms of money and minds, is crucial for addressing grand societal challenges. 

Equally important is the link with society, policymakers and farmers and working proactively with these groups to tackle 

climate change. The 1st FACCE ERA-GAS Research Programme Meeting is a milestone event, Dr Langthaler said, and she is 

looking forward to an exciting programme of events and learning more about the newly-funded projects. 
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2.5. Key note speech 
Louise Fresco, President of the Executive Board of WUR 

 

Prof. Fresco stated that WUR, like FACCE ERA-GAS, was at the interface of climate change, food security and agriculture. 

She stressed the importance of stakeholder involvement and that the public would need to be engaged in order for the 

Paris Agreement, which is dealing with greenhouse gas emissions mitigation, adaptation, to be successfully implemented. 

Choices will have to be made, she said, and these will have to be based on solid science. Agriculture is currently both part 

of the solution and the problem and we need to move to a situation where agriculture provides concrete solutions for 

climate change. 

ά {ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜέ 
The answer, Prof. Fresco feels, is in political translation and public support. We also need to build a Europe that is truly 

leading in developing future solutions to our greatest challenges. She mentioned that FACCE ERA-GAS is well placed to 

address the challenge of climate change and provide solutions that will appeal to the general public. Our task as scientists 

is not just good science, she said, but also to be open-minded and transparent and to engage in a public debate on the 

issues involved. 

 

2.6. Project Roundtables 
Órlaith Ní Choncubhair, Teagasc, Consortium Manager of FACCE ERA-GAS 

Dr Ní Choncubhair outlined the objectives of the Project Roundtables to the 

participants and described the format. She also gave a brief introduction of 

the 10 projects and project coordinators to the group. 

Each project hosted four round table discussions in total. Three sets of 

roundtables were held, two sets on day 1 and 1 set on day 2. Each 

roundtable started with a ~5-minute introduction by the project 

representative, followed by 20 minutes of discussion on the project. Other 

researchers could discuss the details of the project and could make 

constructive suggestions and/or consider if there are possible areas of cooperation/collaboration between FACCE ERA-GAS 

projects and between FACCE ERA-GAS projects and other initiatives /other projects / stakeholder groups. After 25 minutes, 

the attendees had the opportunity to move to a new roundtable and each project hosted a second roundtable discussion 

with a new set of participants. 
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The 10 FACCE ERA-GAS funded research projects that participated in the project roundtables. 
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2.7. Welcome back 
Martin Scholten, Member of Board of Directors of WUR and Co-Chair of the Global Research Alliance on Agricultural 

Greenhouse Gases 

In his capacity as Co-Chair of the Global Research Alliance on 

Agricultural Greenhouse Gases (GRA) and member of the 

FACCE-JPI Stakeholder Advisory Board, Dr Scholten 

commented that there is no time to wait in addressing the 

issue of climate change. He said we need to work quickly to 

generate new knowledge and good advice to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions and provide adaptive systems for 

climate change. He stressed the importance of cooperation 

across the world and highlighted the fact that over 3,000 

researchers are involved in the work of GRA networks. A new 

Dutch government has been formed which aims to reduce the 

climate profile of food without jeopardising food security. 

Smart solutions such as alternative animal feeds, carbon sequestration and better use of crops will be required to achieve 

this. Dr Scholten stated that we need to move towards a systematic approach in which crop, animal and forestry 

production work together to reduce their overall carbon footprint. 

 

2.8. GHG Nexus 
Órlaith Ní Choncubhair, Teagasc and Consortium Manager of FACCE ERA-GAS, Hayden Montgomery, Special Representative of the 

GRA 

  
 

Dr Ní Choncubhair and Dr Montgomery introduced the participants to the new GHG Nexus Initiative which has been jointly 

developed by FACCE ERA-GAS and the GRA. Dr Ní Choncubhair provided some background on enhanced cooperation 

between FACCE-JPI and the GRA in recent years and outlined the aim of GHG Nexus ς άto enhance the outputs and impact 

of the funded FACCE ERA-GAS projects by opening them up to participation from GRA member countries, where there is 

mutual interest and benefitέΦ {ƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ the potential benefits for researchers and also FACCE ERA-GAS, the GRA and 

the wider European community of engaging with the initiative and gave some details of the mechanism for opening up 

projects. Dr Montgomery provided some background on the work of the GRA and the scope and guiding principles of the 

GRA Flagships. He described potential synergies between FACCE ERA-GAS projects and GRA Flagships and provided some 

detail on initial interest in the initiative from GRA members. 
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2.9. Communication & Stakeholder Engagement Workshop, Part 1 Stakeholder Engagement  
Rhonda Smith and Annabel Mead, Minerva Communications, CommBeBiz 

A workshop was held to raise the awareness and importance of stakeholder engagement, find and share appropriate ways 

to engage stakeholders and explore possible common initiatives to engage. 

The attendees discussed the following questions: 

-  Who or what are the FACCE ERA-GAS key stakeholders? 

-  What are the benefits for engaging with priority stakeholders? 

-  What is your perspective? 

-  What do you ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΚ  

-  What are the key principles of engaging effectively with stakeholders? 

 

 

 

 
 
































