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wornan larmer once said "I can
A orfy sall what | can carry on my

head®. Living several kilomsines
fraim a molcsahle road. her income was
lirnikadl by fransparnt capacity. Even in the
rapedly developing Indiz of today, 50% of
the wllzgea leck a good rosd nebwark
iUpadhyay 15981).

In marwy parts of the tropics, morng and
more ren mest leave e ol aeas 10
saak work ir kovens, The waman ane lelt o
faed and suppord the childeen and the ol
peaple whe can no leagers wark, Bl witn-
cul o men, hore s clten not enougn
g 10 dio eritical farming 1asks such as
fimely ploughing &nd cultvation.

Where to find power?

One power source hal may b partculr-
Iy appropnrale insuch situations is the don-
key. There are soma 40 million donkeys in
the wiorld. of which 51% arg in Az, 28%
in Africa, and 18% in Central ard South
Amarica. Donkeys arg mainly found in arid
and Sesmiand anegs and in meenl2inous
countries such as Ethicpla. which alone
has aboul 10% o the worda donkeys
iFlalding 1981).

Pariculardy w0 Ethiogis, Irdia  and
Fakistan, donkeys ars immenasly imgaor-
lant as pack ansmats, carrying liserally
anything that can be balanced on their
backs. Firewood and waler are lhe classic
loads, not only for donkeys, bl also for
women

Why are donkeys not usad marg by
wormen IBamsshes? 10 mest sociclies,
rnan arg fradilicoally respongithle far fhe
drgunhl animalks such as ceen and buifta-
Io, Deekeys ae caommonly regarded 2a
Icw-stelus  anemals by men [Stepherns
1455). Beck in 1891, Kipling listed mary
derogaiaory sayinga about the donkey in
India, eg, “May your homeslesd be
ploughed by asses', said to be a commaon
Hindu curse. Regardless of any techncal
advantages of the donkey, women who
recognise thaeir own low skalus in socieby
rmry b reluckant to ba associatod wilh an
animal thal is also of low slalus,

Bul there are also strong lechrical argu-
rmienls o favour of doakeys, and support
somvicRs can play an important ol in
oringing these 10 women's sltentlon.

Dankey powear
Donkeya rormally weign about 125-150
kg and frequentty carmy loads weighing
nalf or mora this. The appropriate load wil
deperd greally on the size ard condslicn
al the donmkey. A healihy, walldad dankay
cam carry morg and work longer Fan 2
donkey  weakenad by diseass. The
distarge i e ravelied, the Dillinesgs ol The
lafraing the desired spesd, the pack
sacklle. the balkiress al 1he oad and 1he
size of Ihe animal alse influences oy
much can he carmiad.

In addition to pack wark, donkeya ans
used for ploughing, cullivation and carting,
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Power to the women

Are donkeys an
overlooked option?

The donkey s a source of power which may be parlicularly appropriate for
rural women. Denis Fielding and Anne Pearson review the potential of the
donkey to reduce the workload of women in developing courtrics.

Denis Fielding and Anne Pearson

baaal bz light wnisgghl migans thioy can by
paallirnplerments which reguire e draughl
forces 16 mowe them, A o e ol Ihoamb,
a healthy donkey can pull wilh & 1oace
equivelent 1o 18% of it bodwwaighl
throughowt 8 working day. To be sure,
donkeys can produce draughd forces high-
=1 fhan this. but they ars unlikely o be able
to suslain them for lomg penods without
fragquent rests.

In practice, lhis maans that donkeys ars
wserul for fasks such as weading, parlcu-
laurly n sandy sails, which bend B baintbe
argas whord donkoys ag lowend, and 1o
caning loads cver local rogds, However,
for plowghing and pudling cands in hily are-
a5, mare than a donkey (8 needed. In pans
of East Africha, 4-6 donkeys can be spen
pulling plaughs. In Morocoo and Pakistan,
a donkey is sometimss peired wath a
camel. The donkey is easy bo quide and
ium, and the camel provides most of the
powar for pulling.

Additional pluses
Dorkeys racaiva lifth special feed and ars
wusipsally ledl ko lorage lor thamsalvas when
thery ara ral warking. Despita this, ey
geneeally mainlae secoplakie Dody cond-
lion, because donkeys have o special ali-
iy 1o digest poor-quealig fibrous mater
{Pearson & Berrit 1991}, Theretare, they
are cheaper to feed tham larger draught
animals.

The technical case tar offemsng donkeys

as an cplion lor use Dy women inclucas

the following podnls:

= ag liewond and possioly waler become
more and more remote from villagas,
ihe women who traditionally carry these
&y respurces need assistance

+ {oincresse or BYen mainiain crop outpul
m the face of male emigralion, sustaina-
ble sources of powar will be nesdad

* donkays ore appropriade lor owormen
because of thair Size ard raladive aasa
al hardling

= glengion ellons wath men o promale
draughl animals or rackors for plough-
ing usually lead to large areas being
planted thel are bheyvond the woman's
capecily to weed wihout the aid ol
something  like & donkey-powered
wseder

« i womsn farmsrs are 1o help them-
selves. they need lo mest clher woman
lamners: donkeys hawva an imporkanl
rale in human ransport

+ donkays do nod cosl as moch as cean o
by and s ang oo easily affordabdo -
and lass likely 10 be stalen

But also minuses

Conkeys are prong 16 inlemal parasites,
and im Africa 1o irgpanosomizss. They are
alten averused, leading o lameness and
akin wounds, Owvensse, particularly in
iowns whese there is nothing to eat during
penods ol standing, reduces their food
mtake ard body conditicn.
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Wl Ifee alamkey, | coulch't transpon bl as
much 88 ) do, A vedviuins i Pavd fsdeming the foad
onta fagr fraight carrior.

The equipmenl wsed wilh donkeys was
aften designed lor oxen, and is usually oo
heawy for beth e dookey and for any
WOMEN WRers. Waormen are built dilferanily
than men, &nd this has D De laken inlo
accaunl in implement design, Moreovor
mary wWomen have locany a chikd on fhesr
back durng work. The ease with winich
they can do this whis working wih an
implament will influence their choice of
irmpdamant,

Enabling adoption by women
Baler the podandial of donkeys can ba dul-
by resalisod. reow users will be involyad in
considesaly more work, og leeding, train-
ing &nd general carg - in addibkon 1o the
indial monetary emwestment, Kongoe and
Loos {19591) repod a negative gl ol
labour shortege 0 Botswans which inhi-
bite women's adopton  of  donkeys,
Witnout enoughn [2baur, prodesciion s o,
and there is no spare cash o inves in
draught power such as donkeys. Withou
powar, incomes decline furher ana more
men musl leave to ook for waork, which in
turn lesds lo an ever greater shorags of
b, In such situations, considerable
initigl subsidy may be nesded to break the
negalive spael,

Ewen wilky finarcial subsicéas, iF women
are o adapt donkeys, he bonalits nesd o
be Bppreciated al an eatly stago This im.
plies the availabllity ol traingd donkoys
wilh suitzble suppod serices. This would

Talking about equines

bawing:

mals,

3. Signilicant pppeetuniios seosl for mora affican use of denkeys Brough imgroved husbandry

ard attention o wefarm,

PinoSmTiaGis

4, Exlnrsion issues of imporance includa:

1o donkays.

Midicthion EHZE 295, Scalland, UK.
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1. In many cauntning daneoys presanily make & subslaniial contibutan 1o topical agricutaral
devefopmanl, which is nal {uly racognised oy Ihe govemments concemed.
2. hast aspecs ol dankey usa hava rat bean svastigeied or quaniilied as lor ather draught ang

4, Techrical issuns justilying sarly attarticn inclsde:
= pamsilic coaditions aflecting dorkays as wall as important diseese prabéeams such as by

= tho design of hamesses and equipmant specially 1o donkays.
= communicaling tha suilablily of donkeys for uge by women

* countaracling 1he low social status of denkeys, which representls & major barriar o i
mone widkgspread usa, by educalion and by gavoling grasier scianlilic ard prajest allanion

recuire multiplication stations and subsi-
dized dislribulion schemes. While such
financial and  organisalional  demands
mighi agpear difliculy 10 meat, this has not
preventad a covnlry Such as BMalawi from
laurching a donkey importalon schame in
order to boos! ks supphy of deaughl power
(kumwends & Bateyo 1991),

Forming donksy-user  groups and
ancouraging appreanliceships with expe-
rigncad wsers - a widely practised indsge-
nous frainimg mathod - may alsc be a pos-
sibpilily ol acquainting women with e
fdviaintages of using donkeys.

Ewven il worman do bagen louse donkays,
Ihesrg arg mary additional barriers. Credit
1 by impements, for axample. is olten a
pratlem when warmon g lite or no col-
lmlerel 1o offer. Prodossions associled
with donkey use such as disease eal
menl and hamess-makirg ae wseally
male-daominated, alhoigh this need nol
FEMMAIn S0,

A5 Jones (1991) reports, adoplice ol
conkey use as a resull of demonsiration
alkana may rol be successiul. Tha i\sue of
Slales may b, in some circumstances,
ingurmcuntable.

Day of the Donkey
There g, howeensar, signs that the value of
donseys &b daughl animals is incraasinghy
appreciled,  Conlery o owhal  was
previcusly thoughl, it has beon shown thad
in Bolswana donkeys now provick mare
traction hours than catile (Baker 1908),
Alsoin Botswans, Kunze and Loos (1951)
repor ihe mounting of aining courses far
women 1o encourage hem to Decome
comarsant with donbkeys.

Ciomkeys are an oplion for women that
hias nol been lully explored. Uptake may

This avarview is fErgaly derwvez from pepers and decussions &t the Fist Inlemalional
Colloquiurm oo Donkeys, Mules and Horses In Troplcal Agricultural Development, hekl in
Sapternber 19580 at tha Univarsily af Edirburgh in Scotiand.

Tha mamn cenclusicns and recemmandations whch cama out of 1he cologuium wens the fak

Tr proceedings of Ihe caleguium 50 B atnamed doe E20 induding postags and packing) Irom e Equre
Colloquum Crganisers. Conira lor Tropical Valonrary Modicing, Lnisamaiy of Edinkeegh, Esdier Busn, Poakry, |

Derie Fighding and Anre Pesrson wuukd nlso be peased o hear Inom arrpone inlorested in canlrbuling g A
Tenpical BEquirs Moracid ag b maang gl escisargiing knosdisdge ang expononoss,

Dankops o cary & lowd weighing falf dkelr
walmhl or mare. & drawing frair EAhiegns, Artlsl;
Teslnye Taye

be show and the initial impact small.
Howewvar, d s lkely o be sustainable.
Denkevs are Indgences b the tropics
ard, with the increasing recognilion of the
value of indigenous aysiems, it may be
that the Cay of the Donkey is approaching|
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