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Inspire to create 

Netherlands: an animal hotspot 
Å497 People per km2 land  

    Total 41,543 km²  

 

Å2nd largest Exporter of Food  

    and Agriculture Products 

 

 

Á 17  Million People 

Á 100 Million Chickens 

Á 12 Million Pigs 

Á 1.6  Million Dairy Cows 

Á 1 Million Veal Calves 

Á 1 million Fur Animals 

Á 6 million Pets 

Á 500.000 horses 



Size Colombia and the Netherlands  

3 

The  Netherlands 

fits 26 times in 

Colombia  



Characteristics of Dutch dairy 1  

ÁClimate / 770 mm rainfall, summer and winter  

ÁHighly productive / fertile soil  

ÁEntrepreneurship / attitude of farmers  

ÁFamily farms  

ÁStrong Cooperative organisations for milk processing, 
feed supply and breeding, but also strong private 
companies.  

ÁResearch and education  

ÁEfficient production system output/input  

 



1950 ï 1990 Quantitaty  of production  

ÁKnowledge infrastructure: OVO triangle, Government 
(research), Extension and Education, scaling  

ÁImproved access to finance for farmers and companies 
(cooperative agricultural bank)  

ÁSpecializing : only dairy and more cows per farm  

ƀExternal input like concentrates and fertilizer  

ÁMechanisation: Marshall & more production (person/day)  

Á1972 ï 1985 EU directive: interest subsidy on 
investments, garanteed  milk price  

Á1984 Milk quota: less but more efficient cows lower 
costprice  

 

 

 



Development milking systems (1950 -2010)  



1990 to now   Quality of production  

ÁMilk quality, scaling, energy, animal well - fare and GHG-
emission  

 

ÁKnowledge -Ą quality farming, nutrient efficiency, co 
creation  

 

ÁWater -  and air quality Ą environment  

 

ÁMultidisciplinary approach and stakeholder involvement  

 

ÁPublic -Private Cooperation leading for research funding  

 

   



Inspire  to  
create  

Characteristics Dutch agriculture 2 

ÁMinistry of Agriculture: (applied) research, advice, 
education (OVO triangle)  

ÁF2F learning: studygroups , demonstrations, projects  

ÁPrivate advice organisations  

ÁSmall country -> high land prices ->added value (seed 
potatos , horticulture, trees, genetics, dairy, vegetable 
seeds, etc.)  

ÁExport : very strong agribusiness, food processing  

ÁDevelopment entrepreneurial skills farmers  

 

 



Inspire  to  
create  

Dutch dairy sector in 2016  

Á17.200 dairy farms  

Á360 dairy farms with on farm dairy processing  

ÁAverage size 89 cows, 790.000 kg/year  

Á14 billion kg milk ( appr . 70 % export)  

Á~20 dairy companies ( FrieslandCampina  75%)  

ÁApril 2015 end of EU quota -> production  + 12%  



Average data of Netherlands dairy farms  

  1960 1985 2010 2015 

Total Milk total (million tons) 6.7 12.5 11.9 13.5 

Dairy farms  185,000 58,000 20,000 18,300 

Dairy cows (million) 1.6  2.4 1.5 1.63 

Dairy cows per farm 9 41 75 90 

Milk production per cow kg 4205 5371 8000 8317 

[ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŀƎŜ όƘŀΩǎύ 14 25 43 51.5 

Kg Milk per ha 5,500 12,512 14,070 15,000 

Kg N per ha (grassland) 175 325 243 243 

Kg concentrates per cow  830 2280 2060 2204 

Milk per hour labour 8 72 142   



 


