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INTRODUCTION

1976 was a memorable year in many respects. The effects of the warm and remarkably
dry summer were felt in various areas. It left its mark on the course of events
in the glasshouse industry in Holland and in neighbouring countries. In the vege-
table growing industry it led to high price levels on the one hand and various
problems on the other, notably problems connected with the irrigation water and
the quality of some of the produce.

It is the task of practically orientated research to cope with problems of this
nature. Therefore a research programme should have sufficient flexibility. At the
same time, there should be continuity in research in order to provide the neces-
sary background for the solution of problems. New developments must also be
stimulated and launched into practice.

During the past year, attempts were made tc continue - wherever possible -
research into important subjects such as the development of less widely grown

and new crops, energy saving methods and glasshouse environmental research.
Research also played its part in solving some of the outstanding problems in new
developments.

It is a pleasure to report an expansion of the research station by the purchase
of land and glasshouses as well as some increase in staff, both of which have
enlarged our research capacity.

The aim of publishing this Annual Report is to inform our colleagues abroad of
any progress in our research. This promotes the necessary exchange of information
and may help us increase our research contacts. May the Annual Report for 1976

contribute towards these aimsl

E. Kooistra






