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Assessing Progress on Adaptation Across Countries 
 

Global Adaptation Dataset 
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The Global Adaptation Dataset captures progress on adaptation reported in the 
National Communications. 

Indicators: 
 

• Type of action 
 

• Vulnerability 
 

• Sector 
 

• Stage of implementation 
 

• Stakeholders 
 

• Implementation approach 
 

• Vulnerable groups 
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Source: Berrang-Ford, L., Ford, J. D., Lesnikowski, A., Poutiainen, C., Barrera, M., & Heymann, S. J. (2014). What drives national adaptation? A global 

assessment. Climatic Change, 124(1-2), 441–450. 

What drives national adaptation? 
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I/VA= Impact & vulnerability assessment             OD= Organizational development  
CT= Conceptual tool                                                 S/M= Surveillance & monitoring         
AR= Adaptation research                                        CCS= Climate change scenario 
IIT= Infrastructure/innovation/technology           FIN= Financial support 
REG= Regulation                                                       SN= Stakeholder networking 
PA/O= Public awareness & outreach                     EVAL= Evaluation 
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Observed change among high-income countries (NC5-NC6) 

Tracking urban adaptation 
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Key challenges remain: 
 

• Definitional 

• Guidelines and 

verification 

• Need for systematic 

reporting  

 

What next? 

For more information find us at: 
www.trac3.ca 

 
TRAC3 was founded in 2014 to catalyze new research addressing 
conceptual, methodological, and empirical challenges associated with 
tracking global progress on adaptation to impacts of climate change. 
 
We seek to: 

• Clarify the concept of adaptation; 
• Develop new methods of comparative analysis and hypothesis-

testing; 
• Build comprehensive adaptation datasets that support complex 

research. 
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