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= Executive Summary

Agriculture is a significant source of the three main biogenic greenhouse gases
(GHGs), carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide and methane. Within the EU-15, croplands are
a significant source of both carbon dioxide (78 Mt C y-1) and nitrous oxide (~60 Mt
C-equivalents y-1). Since agricultural management is responsible for much of this flux,
there is potential within the EU-15 to reduce this flux or to sequester soil carbon.
Many factors drive GHG emissions from agriculture, a signifcant number of which are
socio-political.

There are a number of methods available for accounting for GHGs but the most wide-
ly used are the IPCC 1996 revised guidelines. These provide default emission factors,
but allow for country- / region -specific values for factors if available. Other, more
sophisticated methods can also be used if available. Meta-analyses of data in Europe
could help to provide better emission factors for use in Europe and in the future,
dynamic emission factors (that respond to, for example, climate, soils, crop, fertiliser
etc.) might replace the static default emission factors currently used. Well-evaluated
process-based models, linked to a series of benchmark sites, may play a role in GHG
accounting in the future. Verification of GHG emission estimates will be difficult.

Greenhouse gas emissions in 1990 and 2000 for EU-15 are estimated to be as follows:
nitrous oxide-1990: 60 Mt C-equivalents y-1, nitrous oxide-2000: 57 Mt C-equivalents
y-1, methane-1990: 54 Mt C-equivalents y-1, methane-2000: 50 Mt C-equivalents y-1,
carbon dioxide-1990s: 78 Mt C y-1. By comparing country submissions to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) with estimates from
IPCC defaults and other sources, discrepancies at the national level within the EU can
be seen, though total EU-15 figures are similar across methods.

GHG mitigation options for croplands are examined. Per-area carbon sequestration
rates are used to estimate mitigation potentials by comparing types and areas of land-
management, in 1990 and 2000 and projected to 2010 for EU-15. For four country
level case studies data are available: UK, Sweden, Belgium and Finland. In these
countries, because cropland area is decreasing, and there are no current incentives in
place to encourage soil carbon sequestration, we found that carbon sequestration has
been small or negative in the EU-15 and all case study countries, except Belgium
between 1990 and 2000. For all countries except Belgium, carbon sequestration is
predicted to be negligible or negative to 2010, based on extrapolated trends. The only
trend in agriculture that may be enhancing carbon stocks on croplands at present is
organic farming, and that is highly uncertain. Previous studies have focused on the
potential for carbon sequestration and have shown quite significant potential. This
study, which examines the sequestration likely to occur by 2010, suggests that this
potential will not be realised. Without incentives for carbon sequestration in the
future, cropland carbon sequestration under Article 3.4 of the Kyoto Protocol will not
be an option in EU-15.

For reducing emissions of nitrous oxide (and methane) there are a number of options
that offer significant GHG mitigation, most of which rely upon better fertiliser (miner-
al and organic) use and water management. The livestock and manure management
sectors offer greater mitigation potential for methane. There may be trade-offs between
different greenhouse gases, especially between carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide, so
it is important to assess potential mitigation options for their impact upon all green-
house gases.
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Future priorities include the need for a better understanding at the process level (espe-
cially in cropland soils), data / inventory collation and meta-analysis, further devel-
opment of future scenarios of agricultural land-use and management, the develop-
ment of new technologies and methodologies for measuring soil carbon and green-
house gas emissions simultaneously, process studies (both modelling and experimen-
tal) to couple the carbon and nitrogen cycles and a more complete biogeochemical /
physical / socio-economic assessment of GHG mitigation options in agriculture.
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Il 1.1 Aims of the This report was initiated at a meeting of invited experts held in Clermont-Ferrand,

report France under the auspices of the CarboEurope GHG programme. The meetings
between the cropland and grassland focus groups were held jointly, since many man-
agement decisions are taken at levels that affect both cropland and grasslands, but this
report is for croplands only. A separate report has been prepared for grasslands. The
aim of this report is to:

< Provide up-to-date scientific information on the extent of greenhouse gas (GHG)
fluxes from European agriculture, and the factors controlling GHG emissions;

= Examine the ways in which GHG emissions from agriculture are currently esti-
mated and suggest, where appropriate, possible improvements;

= Examine possibilities to mitigate GHG fluxes from European agriculture;

« Identify key uncertainties and areas for future research.

The report is aimed at scientists and policy-makers involved in estimating GHG emis-
sions from agriculture and in assessing mitigation measures to reduce these emissions.

Il 1.2 Greenhouse Agricultural lands (i.e. lands used for agricultural production, consisting of cropland,

gas fluxes from managed grassland and permanent crops) occupy over 50% of Europe’s land surface

agriculture in Europe and fluxes from agriculture constitute the largest CO, flux to the atmosphere of all
land uses. Estimates of the fluxes are based on few studies and research is urgently
required to better quantify total agricultural greenhouse gas fluxes and reduce the
uncertainty in the flux estimates. Further, because agriculture is managed, the drivers
for the fluxes are complex and heterogeneous, but this management also offers the
possibility of GHG mitigation.

The Marrakech Accords, resulting from the 7" Conference of Parties (COP7) to the 1992
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), allow biospher-
ic carbon sinks (and sources) to be included in attempts to meet Quantified Emission
Limitation or Reduction Commitments (QELRCs) for the first commitment period (2008-
2012) outlined in the Kyoto Protocol (available at: www.unfccc.de). Under article 3.4
the activities: forest management, cropland management, grazing land management and
re-vegetation are included. Soil carbon sinks (and sources) can therefore be included
under these activities. Further, direct emission reductions of the greenhouse gases nitrous
oxide (N,O) and methane (CH,) will help parties to meet QELRCs.

Parties electing to include cropland management, grazing land management and re-
vegetation need to account for changes in these soil carbon sinks and sources on a
net-net basis, that is to say, they must compare the net flux of carbon from a given
activity during the commitment period with the equivalent net flux of carbon in the
baseline year (usually 1990). Carbon sequestration (viz. CO, fixation) in cropland
soils, or even a reduction in a flux to the atmosphere compared to the baseline year,
can therefore be used by a party to the UNFCCC in helping to meet emission reduc-
tion targets. Similarly, direct emission reductions of the greenhouse gases nitrous
oxide (N,O) and methane (CH,4) from croplands can also be used. It is essential that
effects of land management of all three GHGs are evaluated concomitantly.

Il 1.3 The important The main GHG emissions from agriculture are carbon dioxide (CO,), nitrous oxide
greenhouse gases (N20O) and methane (CH,).
emissions from
croplands Carbon dioxide is lost from agricultural soils by soil and root respiration and the
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decomposition of soil organic matter. Changes in organic carbon content are a func-
tion of the balance between inputs to soil of carbon fixed by photosynthesis and loss-
es of soil carbon via decomposition. Soil erosion can also result in the loss (or gain)
of carbon locally, but the net effect of erosion on carbon losses as CO, for large areas
on a national scale is unclear. For soils, both the quantity and quality of organic mat-
ter inputs and the rate of decomposition of soil organic carbon will be determined by
the interaction of climate, soil and land use/management (including land-use history).
In native ecosystems, climate and soil conditions are the primary determinants of the
carbon balance, because they control both production and decomposition rates. In
agricultural systems, land use and management act to modify both the input of organ-
ic matter via residue production, crop selection, fertiliser application, harvest proce-
dures, residue management and the rate of decomposition (by modifying microcli-
mate and soil conditions through crop selection, soil tillage, mulching, fertiliser appli-
cation, irrigation and liming; IPCC, 1997). Management practices that increase soil
and root respiration cause short-term effluxes of CO, to the atmosphere, whilst prac-
tices that increase the rate of decomposition of organic matter lead to longer-term
losses of soil organic carbon in the form of carbon dioxide (Figure 1.3a). Other loss-
es of carbon from ecosystems result from the export of agricultural products, and the
carbon in these short-lived products are assumed to be lost to the atmosphere as CO,
shortly after final market.

Figure 1.3a Schematic diagram of carbon loss from cropland soils
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Biogenic emissions of N,O from soils result primarily from nitrification and denitrifi-
cation processes. N,O is a by-product of nitrification and an intermediate during den-
itrification. Nitrification is the aerobic microbial oxidation of ammonium to nitrate
and denitrification is the anaerobic microbial reduction of nitrate through nitrite, nitric
oxide (NO) and N,O to N». Nitrous oxide is a gaseous product that may be released
from both processes to the soil atmosphere (IPCC, 1997). Fungi also produce N,O
(Figure 1.3b). Major environmental regulators of these processes are temperature, pH,
soil moisture (i.e. oxygen availability) and carbon availability. In most agricultural
soils, biogenic formation of N,O is enhanced by an increase in available mineral
nitrogen, which in turn increases nitrification and denitrification rates. Hence, in gen-



eral, addition of fertiliser N or manures and wastes containing inorganic N, will stim-
ulate N,O emission, as modified by soil conditions at the time of application. N,O
losses due to denitrification under anaerobic conditions are usually considered more
important than nitrification-N,O losses under aerobic conditions. Therefore no-tillage
will perhaps decrease CO; losses, but, due to poorer aeration, enhance N,O losses
due to denitrification. A schematic representation of N,O losses from agriculture is
given in Figure 1.3c. Whilst N,O emissions have been estimated in both process-
based and inventory studies using, for example, process-based models, the outstand-
ing problem is the uncertainty of these estimates. The uncertainty is high because N,O
as CO; in soils are produced biologically and emissions usually occur in “hot spots”
around particles of residues and fertiliser, despite the diffuse spreading of fertilisers
and manure (EEA, 2003).

Figure 1.3b Microbial transformations in the soil showing mechanisms of N,O pro-
duction
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Figure 1.3c N>O production in agriculture (from: http://www.igac.noaa.gov/newslet-

ter/highlights/1998/n20.php)
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Hl 1.4 Greenhouse gas
fluxes from European
croplands

Methane is formed under anaerobic conditions at the end of the reduction chain when
all other electron acceptors such as, for example nitrate and sulphate, have been used.
Methane emissions from freely drained cropland soils are, therefore, negligible. In
fact, aerobic cropland soils tend to oxidise methane, but less so than uncultivated soils
(Goulding et al., 1995; Willison et al., 1995) with the oxidising capacity for forest,
grassland and cropland soils showing the trend forests>grasslands>crops = 10 > 6 > 3
kg CH, hal yr1 respectively (Boeckx & Van Cleemput, 2001). The only sustained
emissions of methane from European cropland soils occurs under irrigated rice pro-
duction. The area of rice grown in Europe is, however, small and occurs mainly in
southern Europe.

Figure 1.3d Methane production under rice (from:
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When assessing the impact of land use on changes in greenhouse gas emissions, it is
important to consider the impacts on all greenhouse gases (Robertson et al., 2000;
Smith et al., 2001). Further, while animal production is not covered by this report, it
should be emphasized that changes in manure management, such as the proportion
deposited during grazing, may also influence the GHG balance of land use strategies.
In order to assess the GHGs together, NoO and CH, emissions are often expressed in
terms of CO, or CO,-carbon equivalents, which is possible because the radiative forc-
ing of nitrous oxide, methane and carbon dioxide, can be integrated over different
timescales and compared to that for CO». This measure is called the Global Warming
Potential (GWP). For example, over the 100-year timescale, one unit of nitrous oxide
has the same global warming potential as 296 units of carbon dioxide, whereas, on a
kilogram for kilogram basis, one unit of methane has the same GWP as 23 units of
carbon dioxide (IPCC, 2001a).

Croplands (i.e. lands used for the production of arable crops) cover about 1/3 of
Europe’s land surface and are estimated to be the largest biospheric source of carbon
loss to the atmosphere in Europe each year. The cropland estimate is the most uncer-
tain among all land-use types (Janssens et al., 2003). It is estimated that croplands (in
Europe as far east as the Urals) lose 300 Mt C y-1 (Janssens et al., 2003), with the mean
for the European Union (EU-15) of 78 (SD: 37) Mt C y-1 (Vleeshouwers & Verhagen,
2002). National estimates of cropland CO2 fluxes for some EU countries are of simi-
lar magnitude on a per area basis (Sleutel et al., 2003) but other estimates were lower
(Dersch & Boehm, 1997). The size of the estimated per- hectare carbon flux from crop-
land is similar to the flux measured when converting grassland to tilled cropland (as
calculated from figures in Johnston, 1973). Since this is an extreme land-use change,
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it suggests that current estimates may be too high. Indeed, Janssens et al. (2004)
reduced their estimate for geographical Europe to 120 Mt C y-1. The EU-15 estimates
for the CO, cropland emissions (~78 Mt C y-1) are of the same order of magnitude as
the reported emissions of N,O from agricultural soil (~60 Mt C-eq. in 2000) and CH,
from agriculture (~50 Mt C-eq. in 2000; see section 4).

The values for CO; flux suggest that cropland soil carbon stocks are continuing to
decline, perhaps as a result of recent (decadal) land-use change. However, figures for
net changes in land use during the past 20-30 years do not suggest a large scale con-
version to cropland from other land uses but may not show all areas that have under-
gone a change as they report only net changes. An alternative reason for the high C
loss from agricultural soils in some regions may be changes of agricultural manage-
ment (e.g. manure use) over recent decades (Sleutel et al., 2003). The figures for crop-
land soil carbon loss are highly uncertain (Janssens et al., 2003) and there is clearly
scope to reduce the uncertainty surrounding these estimates.
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= 2. Agricultural practices leading to GHG emissions

In Europe, most soils are out of equilibrium as they have been affected by past land
use / management practices. Management practices affecting GHG emissions from
agricultural areas include changes between arable and grassland, grassland and for-
est, etc., cropland management such as tillage and rotations, fertiliser use, legumes,
the type of fertiliser applied, the farm management pattern, grassland management
such as ley systems (cut or grazed), water management etc. and the use of non-built
urban and suburban land (parks and gardens).

Cropland practices that influence GHG emissions from agriculture are discussed in
detail in section 5. The FAO states that climate, soil fertility (C content) and fertilisa-
tion are the most important drivers for NoO emission from agricultural soils. In crop-
ping management, both crop type and soil wetness status are major influences on
N2O emission (Lilly et al., 2002) and on CH, exchange (Smith et al., 2000). These fac-
tors also influence the effect of a given cropland practice (Table 2.1) on non-CO,
greenhouse gas emissions. For example, crop residues applied to a short-term grazed
ley cannot be incorporated as they would be on land ploughed for arable cropping.
Also minimum tillage of cereals into grassland rather than into previously ploughed
land leaves a thatch of organic material near the surface. The different practices in
each case result in a different mix and intensity of greenhouse gas fluxes. For these
reasons, the emissions possible, even from well-researched practices, cover a wide
range. One such practice is mineral fertiliser application where a typical soil N,O
emission from a ley is 2-10 kg/hal/year, but Dobbie & Smith (2003) reported up to 28
kg/halyear at a site in Wales. Gas fluxes from less well-researched practices are even
more uncertain, partly because of the paucity of data available and because the N and
C composition of the manures and their evenness of spreading are so variable. Up to
23 kg/ha N,O have been measured after a single application of sewage sludge (Scott
et al., 2000). Other cropping practices with great uncertainty are conservation tillage
and organic farming. For example, no-tillage can give N,O fluxes up to 4 times greater
than under conventional tillage (Vinten et al., 2002; Goossens et al., 2001) whereas
others report smaller differences between tillage treatments.

Fluxes of GHGs from animal management, principally CH,, are a little better under-
stood, but are a function of a range of interacting factors, making it difficult to estimate
flux from a given land area (Chadwick et al., 2000) or even per animal. Thus, for each
cropping practice, we have defined in Table 2.1 the likely rankings of emissions of
N2O, CH, and NOXx applicable to the land use practices in Table 2.2. For CH,, the
minus sign indicates atmospheric uptake and the plus sign indicates emission. NOx
(NO and NO,) emissions are included as these gases increase tropospheric ozone pro-
duction, thereby reducing the tropospheric CH, sink, and are precursors of acid rain-
fall. For each practice in Table 2.2 we have allocated a ranking for each gas. Note that
in Table 2.2 a ranking for the importance of each practice is also given for carbon
sequestration. This is low (x), medium (xx) or high (xxx). The practices listed in Table
2.2 refer to the addition of amendments (e.g. fertiliser), soil management (e.qg. tillage),
stock and crop management and inappropriate management (e.g. compaction). The
table does not include indirect emissions of gases from drainage water and fresh water.

Table 2.1 Probability rankings of emissions of non-CO, greenhouse gases used in Table 2.2.
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Table 2.2. Table of fluxes (Note: ranking is applicable within rows)
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The farm level integrates the effects of driving forces in the surrounding society with
the physical, chemical and biological processes that determine greenhouse gas emis-
sions (Table 2.3). The integrating factor is the farm management, which may have a
range of objectives and which also influence carbon and nitrogen cycling, including
emissions.

The farm level response to change and the resulting effects on emissions depend on
farm type and geographical region, including the prevailing soil and climate condi-
tions. For simplicity the following categories of farm types can be distinguished:

= Intensive livestock with ruminants (>1.5 LU/ha), with grazing

= Intensive livestock with ruminants (>1.5 LU/ha), without grazing
= Extensive livestock with ruminants (<1.5 LU/ha), with grazing

< Intensive livestock with pigs, poultry

= Arable systems, agricultural and horticultural crops

= Permanent crops (fruits, vineyards, olives)

The highest emissions of methane and nitrous oxide are typically seen from intensive
ruminant livestock systems. The methane from enteric fermentation in the ruminants
contributes greatly to this, even though intensive production with high proportion of
concentrates in the feed tends to reduce the emissions per kg milk or meat produced.
Indirect emissions of nitrous oxide from leached nitrogen and ammonia volatilization
are often lower for grazing systems compared with housed systems, which also often
involve other types of forage crops. Inclusion of grasslands, in particular permanent
grasslands, will increase the soil carbon storage. Intensive livestock systems with pigs
and poultry may also have high emissions of nitrous oxide, in particular from the fer-
tiliser and manures being applied in the production of the feed for the animals. In
addition the manure management systems in intensive pig production is often based
on slurry, which can give high methane emissions during storage.

Arable systems often tend to deplete soil carbon over time due to frequent soil tillage
and periods of bare soils. Many of the agricultural and horticultural crops also require
high inputs of nitrogen in fertilisers or manure, which gives rise to nitrous oxide emis-
sions both directly from the applied nitrogen and indirectly from losses by leaching
and ammonia volatilisation. The smallest emissions are probably from permanent
crops, where nitrogen inputs as well as losses are small. The effects on soil carbon in
these systems will probably depend on the weed control in these crops, including the
extent of tillage to control weeds.
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Table 2.3 Drivers of change affecting agricultural production and greenhouse gas

emissions.
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= 3. Methods for accounting for GHG emissions

The IPCC suggests default methods for estimating emissions of GHGs from agriculture
and land-use change. Nitrous oxide and methane emissions are accounted for under
the agricultural sector (Chapter 4 of the Revised 1996 IPCC guidelines for National
Greenhouse Gas Inventories; IPCC, 1997) whereas carbon dioxide emissions are esti-
mated in the land-use change sector (Chapter 5 of the Revised 1996 IPCC guidelines
for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories; IPCC, 1997). Since field burning of agri-
cultural residues is no longer permitted within the EU (though some still occurs in EU
and new accession countries), these are not discussed here.

It should be stressed that the IPCC encourages individual countries to adopt own
activity data and emission factors to the extent that such information is available and
properly documented. To a large extent this occurs in practice. For example, a work-
ing group recently summarized the national adaptations of the IPCC default method-
ology used by the five Nordic countries (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and
Sweden) for methane and nitrous oxide emissions from agriculture (Petersen et al.,
2002). These adaptations resulted in deviations from the IPCC default estimate of -12
to +13% for methane, and of —38 to +10% for nitrous oxide. The IPCC default meth-
ods and emission factors are outlined in appendix 1.

Indirect CO- losses from dissolved organic carbon and from eroded material are not
considered in the current IPCC method at present, but should be considered in the

future.
3.1 Possibilities for A gap in our scientific knowledge concerns the fluxes that occur as a direct impact of
improving methods a land use or management change. Instead of considering only the land use before
to estimate GHG and after a land-use or management change, more research is needed on the usual

emissions in the future | flush of (mostly) CO, resulting from the change itself and its duration. The transition
from one usage of land to another will seriously disturb the approximate equilibrium
situation which exists before the change and which will be established after some
time, perhaps decades. There is scant knowledge about the causes of these enhanced
fluxes, about their duration and the amounts of carbon and nitrogen lost. Long term
monitoring sites with a reasonable frequency of measurements might help to assess
the contribution of such a land use change to emissions.

There is scope within the current IPCC methodology to replace default emission fac-
tors and default methods with better regionally specific emission factors, where these
are available, or more elaborate methodologies where these have been developed.
Recent work has defined country specific values for the U.S. and found that the C
sequestration rate for U.S. agricultural land was about half of the rate estimated using
the default factors, primarily due to differences in the set-aside factor and the refer-
ence carbon stocks, which were computed from US data (Ogle et al., 2003). It would
be highly desirable to perform a similar analysis to produce regionally specific values
for the EU.

Another option is to develop dynamic emission factors. The IPCC default methods for
calculating emission factors are static, i.e. they are predominantly unaffected by soil
type and climate (except for CO) and they are assumed to be linear, i.e. they occur
at a constant rate over time. However, it is known that a change in land management
practice causes a non-linear change over time. Soil organic carbon, for example, is
not lost at a constant rate over a 20-year period, but is better represented by an expo-
nential loss (or gain) either as single or as multiple pools with exponential decay of
soil organic carbon, which can be modelled e.g. by a first order reaction rate. It would
be possible to implement emission factors based on exponential equations, or more
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complex models of decomposition. However, to do so, more information may be
required about the soil type (such as clay content, which stabilises SOC) or climate
(decomposition is sensitive to temperature and soil moisture). These factors might be
available in climatological and soil databases, but another important factor will be
land-use history, which will be far more difficult to estimate. Another point to note is
that soil carbon gains and losses are not symmetrical: carbon is lost more quickly
when grassland is ploughed to cropland, than it is gained when croplands are reseed-
ed to grass. This also needs to be acknowledged in any revised methodology. Any new
IPCC methodology would need to consider soil types, structures and soil C contents
(prior to land use changes). Similar dynamic emission factors can be envisaged also
for methane and nitrous oxide. Dobbie & Smith (2003) found that annual emission
factors for N,O varied greatly from year to year, even with similar management and
that several years’ data were needed to produce a robust emission factor. They also
recommended that differences in emission factor between various types of crop
should be taken into account when compiling N>O inventories. Further, some effects
of agricultural management (e.g. use of nitrification inhibitors) cannot be assessed by
the IPCC method. Dynamic emission factors (which respond to climate, moisture
interactions, soil type, crop type and land-use history) would provide a step closer to
reality, but the quest for realism needs to be weighed against burgeoning data require-
ments.

Some suggestions have already been made for dynamic emission factors for nitrous
oxide. Dynamic emission factors could be based upon simple (statistically derived)
variables such as crop type, e.g. cereals, tuber crops, proportion of grass in the rota-
tion, climate zone, precipitation in winter, temperature and soil type, or could be out-
put from more complex, dynamic simulation models that include all of these interac-
tions. Such an approach has been attempted in the USA by K. Paustian et al. (pers.
comm. — some details in EPA, 2003). Drivers might differ according to different spa-
tial areas, e.g. regional, continental, or national scales, or might be based on farm
management types. However, data accessibility, consistency and availability need to
be considered. A further consideration is how to ensure verifiability (see section 6).

Since there is scope within the current IPCC methodology to replace default emission
factors and default methods it is possible to develop dynamic emission factors within
the existing IPCC framework. However, with the IPCC methodologies being revised
over the next 2-3 years, dynamic emission factors may appear in some sections as the
new default methodologies. Research into emission factors should feed into a new
IPCC emission factors database. This database will be the first step toward providing
more meaningful emission factors for use in different parts of the world.

Process models (e.g. DNDC; Brown et al., 2003) may play a role in better determin-
ing N2O, CO; and CH, fluxes from soils. If such models are validated first against
existing (country specific) emission data, they can be used to estimate country level
inventories. The advantage of such an approach is that climate and management
effects can be assessed. A similar approach has already been advocated in the Joint
EMEP/CORINAIR Atmospheric Emission Inventory Guidebook (EMEP/CORINAIR,
2003). Such an approach has been applied in Belgium (P. Boeckx, pers. comm.) and
the UK. Since one emission may be exchanged by another, e.g. methane in saturated
soil systems may be replaced by nitrous oxide if such a soil is drained, and vice versa,
both experiments and models should consider nitrous oxide, methane and carbon
dioxide are together.

Meta-analyses of existing N,O emission data can also be used to derive better coun-
try specific emission factors. In Belgium, statistical links between annual N>,O emis-
sions reported in the literature and land use, seasonal climate, soil characteristics and
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N fertilisation rates have been established in order to provide a simple model that
allows the spatial variation in environmental conditions to be taken into account in
national inventories. Distinct models were developed for croplands and grassland.
Emissions from croplands are sensitive to the mean temperature of the coldest month,
summer precipitation and temperature, clay fraction and N fertilisation rate. Emissions
from grasslands are driven by N fertilisation and summer precipitation and tempera-
ture. These empirical models are capable of explaining 60 % of the variance of annu-
al NoO emissions from croplands and 52 % for grasslands (Roelandt et al. submitted).

Upscaling of N,O fluxes using spatial information on soil wetness and land use types
may provide good inventory information (Lilly et al., 2003). The advantage of this
approach is that areas of high emissions can be identified and application of mitiga-
tion strategies in these areas are likely to be most effective at reducing fluxes.
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= 4. Estimates of GHG emissions from European agriculture

The most important sources of emissions from agriculture in Europe are methane from
enteric fermentation from ruminants and pseudo-ruminants (i.e. cattle, sheep, goats,
pigs, and horses; not considered in this cropland report), methane from manure man-
agement (not considered in this cropland report), nitrous oxide from agricultural soils
and indirect emissions of nitrous oxide from N-use in agriculture. Indirect emissions
are from polluted surface waters and from deposition of ammonia and nitrogen oxides
onto soils. Carbon dioxide can be lost from cropland, but under improved manage-
ment could be sequestered. Peat soils that have been drained for agriculture are a
large source of carbon dioxide because of top-soil mineralisation. In the Western part
of the Netherlands, for example, in some places 2 meters of peat has disappeared
since the first peat drainage works around in around 1200 AD. A number of studies
have been published in which nitrous oxide emissions from agriculture and the
methane oxidation capacity of soils have been estimated in Europe (Boeckx & Van
Cleemput, 2001) and in individual countries (e.g. Boeckx et al., 2001).

The IPCC methodology to estimate emissions of nitrous oxide, methane and carbon
dioxide from agriculture are described in appendix 1. Here some results are given of
the emission estimates using default IPCC methodology and FAO statistics. The results
are compared to the official estimates from Parties to the UNFCCC.

I 4.1 Nitrous oxide

Il 4.1.1 1990 emissions The official estimates for nitrous oxide are given in full molecular weight of N,O and

of nitrous oxide the IPCC estimates are given in million kg N,O-N (conversion factor from N to N,O
= 1.57). Tables 4.1.1a and 4.1.1b give estimates of 1990 nitrous oxide emissions cal-
culated using the IPCC methodology. The total European emission is ~740 Million kg
N yr-1 with indirect emissions larger than direct emissions and emissions from ani-
mals.

Table 4.1.1a Nitrous oxide emissions in Europe in 1990 (Million kg N yr-1). Calculated
using IPCC methodology and default emission factors and FAO data. Source: Kroeze
and Mosier (2000)

Diiract Animaks  Indirect Tatkal
Auasiria a5 2.1 o 4 10,4
Beslgavirm-L uxasmbourg 5.4 2.8 6.1 14.3
Bulgaria P d 4.6 7.6 188
f, Czachoslovakia 10,17 549 10,4 i
Demmark 7.a 2.5 7.a 17.7
Finkarsl 3.4 1.0 3.4 T.8B
Francea 47 .4 19,6 47 .0 114.1
LSarmmany 38 .4 17,49 423 01 03,3
Gresoce 56 5.6 7.4 186
Hurgary 8.2 3.3 8.5 16.0
[[= =11 TaTh ] [ 0.3 0.3 0T
Irglairad 7.5 5.8 8a.h 22.8
Itahy 20,6 11,8 220 .1
Maibsariarnds 10,6 5,4 11,4 27 .4
Morway 1.8 1,5 2.5 5.8
Poalairic 16,3 13,2 18,5 458 0
Partugal 3.1 37T 4.7 11.5
Romania 12,6 12,2 15,68 40,5
Spain 18,89 15,8 24,0 5E.R
Swadan 3.8 1.5 4.1 0.5
Swilzoriand 21 1.5 2.8 6.4
LIk 25,2 24 6 35,6 85,4
Yusgoslavia SFR BS 7.4 10,2 26,0

Total 266,1 169.9 304.5 740.5
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Table 4.1.1b shows that among the sectors contributing to nitrous oxide emissions,
agricultural soils account for the great majority (>85%).

Table 4.1.1.b Nitrous oxide emissions in 1990 in Europe (Million kg N yr1).
Calculated with IPCC methodology and reported in IPCC categories. Source: Kroeze
and Mosier, 2000

Marnire
Agr Solls Management Sewage  Taotal
AuEiria B.9 1.2 03 104
Balglum-Luxembourg 12.2 1.7 o4 1473
Bulgaria 16.8 1.7 04 188
. Crechosbovakia Z21.4 4.4 068 254
Denmark 15.8 1.7 02 177
Fimland .0 0.5 0.2 7.8
Franca 108.5 a3 23 1141
Ermany BE.2 9.9 33 993
Greace 17.4 0.8 o4 186
Hungary 13.8 1.8 04 16,0
lorkarnd Q.7 .10 o0 o7
Iresland 20,7 20 01 228
aly A7 .6 4.1 23 541
Metharlands 236 3.2 06 274
Pl cxmaany 5.3 0,4 0,2 58
Palamnd ar.e 88 i8 480
Farugal 10.3 0.8 o4 115
Romania 337 54 1.0 405
Spain 53,2 4.0 1.6 588
Swveden B.4 0.8 0,4 .5
Switzariand 5.4 o.r 3,3 &4
LIk e 5.4 24 B54
iligﬂ.'ﬂ-‘l'-‘iﬂ SFR 20.9 4.2 08 260
Testal 847.0 723 203 7408

Table 4.1.1c compares the 1990 emissions taken from the Emissions Database for
Global Atmospheric Research (EDGAR, Olivier 2002) with the first and second
national communication of Parties to the Climate Convention. The EDGAR estimates
generally correspond well with the figures in the national communications, whereas
the estimates using the IPCC methodology suggest emissions approaching two times
the reported values for Europe as a whole, though for some countries, the reported val-
ues are closer to estimates using the IPCC methodology, e.g. Ireland, Italy, Spain,
Switzerland, Norway (Figure 4.1.1). Since many EU countries use more sophisticated
methods for estimating emissions than the IPCC default methods, the national com-
munications should be regarded as more reliable than methods using the IPCC
defaults.
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Table 4.1.1c Comparison of estimates of nitrous oxide emissions from 1990 (Million
kg [Gg] N) as taken from the Emissions Database for Global Atmospheric Research
(EDGAR, Olivier 2002), from the first and second national communication of Parties
to the Climate Convention and calculated with the IPCC methodology. Source: Van
Amstel et al., 1999 and UNFCCC

EDGAR NC1 NG IPCT Agrcullura IPCC AgrcsiWashi

GgM GgN GgMN GgM Gg M
Ausirea 4 1 2 10,1 104
Belgium-Lisamboung 5 i ’ 13,9 4.3
Bulgaria 9 5 | 185 188
Dasnmark -] 5 2 175 .7
Firdard 4 8 il [ TA
Franca Bao0®m 35 1.7 4.1
Garmariy a8 & 9,1 593
Greeis ] ] g 18,2 188
Hungary E 3 3 156 16,0
Iraland 8 25 15 226 ol
Italy MW I 44 518 541
Netheriands o 12 14 206 iT 4
Honway 3 4 4 5T EA
Poland 17 AN 46,4 420
Poriugal 4 2 § 111 15
Spatn £3 0 40 &) arg oad
Sweden 4 5 1] 81 a5
Switzeriand a 4@ B 6.1 G4
LK Lyl il 7 a311 BS54
Talal 56 781 W5 029 MET

Mitrces oxide emessions

Figure 4.1.1 Comparison of nitrous oxide emission estimates from national invento-
ries and IPCC Guidelines (Source: Van Amstel, 2003)
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In the NewCronos Database, under the Theme 8 “Environment and Energy” -
Domaine “Milieu” - Collection “Agriculture” the nitrogen balance at the NUTS 2 level
is tabulated:
http://europa.eu.int/newcronos/suite/nc_data/info/notmeth/en/theme8/milieu/agri/agri
.htm?action=notmeth. It contains information on the input of nitrogen by addition of
synthetic fertiliser, organic fertiliser, fixation by leguminous crops, and wet and dry
deposition. The origin of the data is explained in the explanatory section of the col-
lection and is reproduced (for nitrogen input data) in Table 4.1.2a. Data are available
for the years 1993, 1995, and 1997. The data for 1997 are shown in 4.1.2b.

Table 4.1.2a Explanatory text for the information on N input (N balance collection of
NewCronos, EUROSTAT)

Fication by leguminouws orops Fixatior by leguminaus crops i c2lodated using axpart estmates of the
male of feeation per heclare and statisfos on aness poncemed from the
Farm Stnaclune Sursry [FS5),

Application of minaral fartilisars Dala on consumpfion of mineral ferdisers af nadonal level & comerted (o
reqioral data, esed on the application rafes for diferent crops, and
megioral data on anaa culfvaled bor hese crops, taken from the FES.
Dala adusied o comespond with dats on (olal ferliiser use for couniry.

Animal wastes Hiragen input dus % livestock manure & caiculaten as a function of the
nurriteer of animals present in B cilfenent regions at tha lime of tha FSE,
and expart esimates of e quantifies of nirogen which ey eject, taling
nte account that arcund 15% of ammoenia is volablsed dwing storage
bedors sprasding. In pracice most countries provide & sei af coefficiants
for diflerent livestock types based on measurements of nitrogen content
This 58l of coalficiants is used for all regons of e country.

Mitrogen deposition Reguonal data om wet and dry degosifion of nirogan zra received from the
RIVA (Riksinstituul voor Volksgezondherd en Mileu - HL)

Table 4.1.2b Nitrogen input in 1997 for EU-15 countries (nitrogen balance collection
of NewCronos, EUROSTAT). Values in kg nitrogen.

MIN_FERT  LEG CROF  DRG_MaNU  [DEP_ATMID

Mineral Fiwation by Oeganic marre  Wisk and dry

fertifzars legaminous appiedio  deposition from

BIplied o CIops agncutural land e atmosphere

agnadiuml land

BE E=igium 157 0OaE 3882330 325760 45483372
C¥ Danmark 205305000 444000 WEETRAT 4ETHTH
CE Germany [Indudng ex-GOR rom 12581) 1TBEI93010 EAIIDEID 1111596264 435318543
GR Gresce OTHNME BEH2E30 1ESE2HT B PEOZATTS
ES Spain 1041500018 B2358010 S5 20 14565551
FR Frania 2STaaaEE 1A5TH1610 131074156 457530843
IE Ireland 85000000 2548030 EXIETaG24 45034080
IT Haly 5000015 MITEN0 EREENIGN 1TsIThR
LU Lumembaurng il 1RETE0 14422663 Xaa213
KL Metherlands 70000008 2THMO SEMTAGM T1E35263
AT AusTia 112200005 11861630 1EIEHT 5 GET 0400
PT Poiugal 11659995E B441330 14E08R6S 13031632
Fl Firland 1750000E E39B420 S T jLLER i
5E Sweden 5619 1253540 121365052 EETRNI]

LK Linitesd Kingdom 1ZG0aaET 4360570 10BEBGS120 M4EZI2038
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Here we estimate N,O emissions from soils of the year 2000. Therefore, the data are
extrapolated to the year 2000 using the correction factors in Table 4.1.2c.

Table 4.1.2c Correction factors to extrapolate the information on nitrogen input to
agricultural soils from the year 1997 to 2000.

Ratia of mineral fertliser  Crganic manure sppied o Fixafion by leguminous

) apgiied in 2000 vs. 1967 agricalural Bnd’ Crops
HE Beigum 4% B% 3%
DH Danmark % 107% i
LE Garmary B6% 0% &%
GR Greece 5% % y
ES Spain 102% 2% %
FR Franca 8% 5% 103%
IE Irelanc? Ba'% %
IT Raly aa% % %
LLF Lusembourg 5% % 1Bk
P Metherlands Ba% 106% 14d%
AT AusTia 5% % 4%
PT Porugal % 4% Bd%
Fi Finland a8% 5% d
SE Sweden 0% BT%
LI Linis=d Kingdom T5% BT% E2%

Synthetic firtibser. Bann of iotal fertilrer conaumplion in 2000/ 1%®7 | Theme £ - Table "Conaumgioa of fzriilisers™ m the
collection “Agnzulur”

Chrpamic fertiliser, Batio of livesiock production (amemal mumher of catile and gigs)m 2000 80 1997, A&grls collection
bhew{ronos, ELROSTAT

Witrogen fisption, Ratie of production {ereap of niimgen |'|'|'n|:|;r\-'i|1|'§.-;'\-:,h::nl. Peas ard benns, perenreal preen fodder, oder
b= im 2UKHD B 18T, Agrrls colbection, BiswCnomas, ELRUSTAT

W dhrta are wvailable for 1997 - therefore no comection has been spplicd
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o

Table 4.1.2d Comparison of N,O emissions in 2000 from the application of synthetic

fertiliser, the production of animal wastes, and nitrogen fixing crops, calculated using

data from EUROSTAT and submitted to UNFCCC in 2002.
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The resulting N,O emissions from synthetic fertiliser, animal excretions applied to soil
or excreted during grazing and nitrogen fixation are shown in Table 4.1.2d. The data
compare generally well with largest differences for the emissions calculated or sub-
mitted for nitrogen fixing crops. The emissions from animal wastes are calculated
without differentiation between waste produced in animal houses or during grazing,
and have therefore to be compared with the sum of the values submitted for the emis-
sions for animal wastes application and animal production.

Additionally, data for crop residues are needed to be able to apply the IPCC method-
ology. The data are taken from the AgrlIS (Agricultural Information System) collection,
distinguishing between nitrogen fixing crops and non-nitrogen fixing crops. The emis-
sions of nitrous oxide are calculated applying the IPCC default methodology (Tier 1a)
for N,O emissions from crop residues. Deviations between these calculated data and
the values submitted in 2002 are very large of up to one order of magnitude, due to
differences in the crop statistics and in the methodologies used (Table 4.1.2e).
Generally, the use of Tier 1b methodology as proposed in the Good Practice
Guidelines yield lower N,O emissions by up to a factor of two.

Table 4.1.2e N,O emissions from crop residues in 2000 as calculated from EURO-
STAT data and as submitted to UNFCCC (2002 submissions).

H20 smissiors

E"ﬂ-‘l'l H-llh_'"lu Grops H-‘_x NG EIoEe H:;-!:I Bmissins _'.-'!l_::_;"\-ll:!'lrll{'.llilllg:

— L] 11000 1] [Sg M) [Sg N2
BE Balgum 20EAD il T4

D Disnmark 24744 2653 a8 o3
DE Germany 1 143870 Ga 45,7 JEZ
R Geece Tloag 84 4.5 1.8
ES HSpam 48420 grrr 2.1 13N
FR Frangss Jenans 20174 111 4 1008
IE brakarsd 1 4740 i 15 o - ]
IT linly @8 a7e2 304 283
LLY Liagimbaiag 1484 113 a5

ML Metherands 47TIE 50 11.3

AT Aarsiras 1 11780 538 432 o443
FT Parlugal Lliral 24 1.4 [2¥=T]
Fl Fintsd =1 o4 HJ ) [aF. 5]
AE Swewiien opdet ] { 32 152
L, Linitesd Kingilom EEEEE 218 14 86 aTT

1 o cala agbmilied e 20008, 1he dals submilesd & 2000 or 2001 ) ans ekan et
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A comparison of nitrous oxide emissions from all sources considered here is given in
Figure 4.1.2.

Figure 4.1.2 Comparison, shown on a logarithmic scale, of soil NoO emissions from
synthetic fertiliser, animal wastes, nitrogen fixation and crop residues in 2000 (EU-15)
as calculated using data available at Eurostat and submitted by the member states.
Note: The values calculated for Belgium and Luxembourg are excluded from the plot
because no disaggregated numbers have been submitted. The column for crop
residues also excludes the values for the Netherlands and Ireland.

EEURDSTAT calculabion

[ 1.1]

O Submissions by Member Slates in 2002

K - E——

Emission of nitrous oxide in
2000 [Gg NyO)

Symivmic farid e Amimal mEwian SwércgEn fecalizn Lrep renriuee

In table 4.1.2f the total nitrous oxide emissions from agriculture in Europe for 1990
and 2000 are compared, according to the official country submissions of the 15 EU
parties to the UNFCCC. The total nitrous oxide emission is calculated from synthetic
fertilizer application, manure application, fixation by leguminous crops, crop residues
and histosols. Emissions in 1990 and 2000 remain broadly similar among countries
showing a slight reduction (~5% or 40 Million kg N>O yr-1).

Table 4.1.2f N20O from agriculture in Europe in 1990 and 2000 (Million kg N2O yr-1)

BOnc ulture

18810 2000
Austria ™ 3,148
Balgium 21,97 21,92
Denmark 33,008 26,75
Finland 15,58 12,57
F raarice 177,21 172.28
Germany 157,089 13287
Greacn 22,01 21,47
Iredand 23,22 23,7
Italy ra,02 8.5
Luix 0,47
MNethearlands 22,11 24 34
Pariugal 168,21 18497
Spain 57,33 65,5
Sweadan 14,548 13.51
LK 103,05 9117
EL-15 744,21 TOT 01

In terms of CO,-C equivalents, the total EU-15 nitrous oxide emissions for 1990 and
2000 were 60 and 57 Tg, respectively.
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In the following table the total methane emission estimates are given for 1990 and
2000 from the UNFCCC database. These estimates are based on the official country
submissions. For most countries, methane emissions decreased slightly between 1990
and 2000 with an overall reduction of around 7% or 600 Million kg CH, yr-1. In terms
of CO,—C equivalents, the total EU-15 methane emissions for 1990 and 2000 were 54
and 50 Tg, respectively.

Table 4.2a Methane from agriculture in Europe in 1990 and 2000 (Million kg CH,/yr)

Methane from agriculture

1990 2000
Austria 218 182
Belgium 341 330
Denmark 193 168
Finland o6 B3
France 1667 1501
Sermany 1605 1205
Greece 173 170
Ireland 514 527
Italy 913 868
L 18 17
MNetherlands 805 408
Fortugal 302 280
Spain a8o 1060
Sweden 165 156
LIk 1032 969
EU-15 8628 BO15

In table 4.3a and figure 4.3, the total emissions from agriculture are given as estimat-
ed by the EU-15 parties to the Climate Convention. The estimates in European coun-
tries are based on the IPCC methodology and country specific estimates. UNFCCC
publishes yearly overviews based on the latest information by the parties.
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Table 4.3a Emissions of methane and nitrous oxide from agriculture in 2000 (Million

kg CO2 equivalent). Calculated by Parties to the Climate Convention
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Figure 4.3 Total emissions of methane and nitrous oxide from agriculture in Million kg
CO; equivalents
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CO;, carbon emissions from European cropland were estimated to be 78 (SD: 37) Mt
C y-1 for the EU-15 (Vleeshouwers & Verhagen, 2002), 300 Mt C y-1 for geographical
Europe as far east as the Urals (Janssens et al., 2003) and 120 Mt C y-1 for the same
area by Janssens et al. (2004). Countries with a larger cropland area tend to have larg-
er fluxes of cropland CO.. Figure 4.4 shows the cropland CO, carbon emissions from
European countries (plotted from values in Janssens et al., 2004). Separate estimates
for 1990 and 2000 are not available.

Figure 4.4 Cropland carbon emissions (Mt C y-1) from European countries (plotted
from values in Janssens et al., 2004).
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= 5. Mitigation options in agriculture

The political context for agricultural GHG mitigation arises from the Kyoto Protocol to
the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and
its subsequent elaboration at the 7th Conference of Parties (COP7) leading to the
Marrakech Accords. This allows biospheric carbon sinks (and sources) to be included
in attempts to meet Quantified Emission Limitation or Reduction Commitments
(QELRCs) for the first commitment period (2008-2012), as outlined in the Kyoto
Protocol (available at: www.unfccc.de). Under article 3.4 of the Kyoto Protocol, the
activities forest management, cropland management, grazing land management and
re-vegetation are included. Soil carbon sinks (and sources) can therefore be included
under these activities. Further, direct emission reductions of the greenhouse gases
nitrous oxide (N>O) and methane (CH,) will help parties to meet QELRCs. Agricultural
GHG mitigation can therefore directly contribute to political GHG reduction targets.

For CO; emissions, in terms of the mechanism by which these mitigation options are
assessed, parties electing to include cropland management, grazing land management
and re-vegetation need to account for changes in these soil carbon sinks and sources
on a net-net basis. This means that they must compare the net flux of carbon from a
given activity during the commitment period with the equivalent net flux of carbon in
the baseline year (usually 1990). Carbon sequestration in cropland soils, or even a
reduction in a flux to the atmosphere compared to the baseline year, can therefore be
used by a party to the UNFCCC in helping to meet emission reduction targets.
Methane and nitrous oxide are already accounted for on a net-net basis within the
national GHG inventory and reduction of emissions of these gases are also account-
ed for as a direct emission reduction.

Estimation of mitigation potential is often confounded by the choice of constraints.
Some authors quote biological potentials (Metting et al., 1999), others quote poten-
tials as limited by available land or resources (Smith et al., 2000a), and others also
consider economic and social constraints (Cannell, 2003; Freibauer et al., 2004).
Smith (2003a) provided a figure showing how these mitigation potential estimates dif-
fer and how the potential is reduced by a number of constraints (Figure 5.1).

Figure 5.1 How different constraints reduce the GHG mitigation potential from its the-
oretical biological maximum to realistically achievable potentials that are much lower
(adapted from Smith, 2003a)

Maximum value Mimmum value
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An analysis of the estimates presented in Freibauer et al. (2004) and the assumptions
used by Cannell (2003) suggest that the realistic sustainable (or conservative) achiev-
able potential of GHG mitigation (taking into account limitations in land use,
resources, economics, and social and political factors) may be about 10-20 percent of
the biological potential. Although this value is derived predominantly from expert
judgment, it may be useful in assessing how different estimates of GHG mitigation
potential can be compared and how they might realistically contribute to GHG stabi-
lization.

Given the recognised biological, economic, social, political and institutional con-
straints on the implementation of GHG mitigation measures, the scale of GHG miti-
gation in agriculture will rely more upon overcoming these constraints than upon fill-
ing in gaps in our scientific and technical knowledge. Further consideration needs to
be given to the scale of implementation of the mitigation options. GHG mitigation
needs to be encouraged by policy measures. Action is required at the governmental
(national and EU) level, but ultimately, management is implemented at the farm-scale
by farmers and land managers (see below). Managing the diverse interests of the range
of interested parties (policy makers, farmers, land managers, environmental groups
and the wider public) will not be easy. It is likely that a combination of measures will
be required to overcome the many constraints to GHG mitigation in agriculture and
may include incentives, regulations and education.

For successful implementation, mitigation options need to have direct relevance to the
farmers / land-managers. Mitigation options for a single gas (e.g. N2O in Scotland by
Ball & Scott, 1997) tend to be ignored as there is no incentive for the farmer/land man-
ager to use them and they exclude consideration of other pollutants. Whether or not
a particular management option is possible or desirable will depend upon the style
and type of farm for which it is being considered. For example, reduced tillage is
unlikely to be an option on an organic farm where herbicides cannot be used, and
mechanical weeding is the only possible method of weed control. In practice, miti-
gation measures may be more acceptable and recognizable if they are specified at the
farm level, where issues such as relocation or replacing certain activities are at stake
upon adoption of given measures. A “farm gate” approach (i.e. a whole-farm input /
output balance) may be valuable in assessing the acceptability of suggested GHG mit-
igation options, especially in the definition, execution and communication of GHG
mitigation options.

GHG mitigation measures could be grouped into best management packages, appro-
priate for each farm type / style, and farmers could then be allowed to select the pack-
age or options that best fit their farm style and conditions. Mitigation can often be
achieved simply be improving agronomy and fertiliser management e.g. by increasing
fertiliser use efficiency. This enables increases in both productivity and environmental
benefits at the same time — the ‘win-win’ situation. Other possibilities to improve
GHG mitigation measure uptake include, improving the skill of farmers through edu-
cation and communication and getting climate change and mitigation understood by
the farmer both as concept and perception. Simple knowledge transfer such as
improved fertiliser recommendations taking into account fertiliser type and the need
for mitigation would bring substantial benefits relatively cheaply. Involving farmers at
an early stage, by encouraging active participation of farmers will help farmers to rec-
ognize how management affects emissions and C stock changes, and that credits and
accounting are possible. There needs to be a close dialogue between farmers, policy
makers, scientists and the public to consider the image of farming as a sound basis for
good farmers. More broadly, the horizontal and vertical organisation of farms needs
to be optimised. To be accepted by farmers, GHG mitigation measures need to rep-
resent socio-economically attractive investment.
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As well as on-farm management, general regulations may reduce GHG emissions.
Reducing the total input of fertiliser N has a major impact on N>O emission levels.
Hence, regulation to restrict and optimise the use of fertilisers may also be an effec-
tive means to mitigate N,O emissions (and in compliance with other goals like the
nitrate directive). Figure 5.2 shows the N inputs to Danish agriculture since the early
eighties. It shows that a more effective use of N inputs can be achieved and lead to a
significant reduction in the use of mineral N and N,O emission (Table 4.1.2f). The reg-
ulation of N application rates and timing is also an N,O mitigation option.

Figure 5.2 N inputs to Danish agriculture since the early eighties.
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However, because of the complexities of the soil processes involved, there is no lin-
ear correlation between N input and N2O emission, and thus no correlation between
reduced N input and reduced N,O emission at the field scale. So whilst a reduction
in N inputs may reduce N,O emissions in total, seasonal variations in weather, and
therefore soil conditions, determine when the N,O fluxes occur (Dobbie & Smith,
2003; Kaiser & Ruser, 2000). Further systematic studies in different climatic regions on
how emissions vary with management practices such as fertilizer type, rate, timing
and application method, crop type and cropping history as well as soil type and
weather conditions are needed to provide a better understanding of the determinants
and underlying processes of N,O emission.

At the farm scale, the following elements, issues and decisions are important, and
need to be considered when assessing the applicability of GHG measures to individ-
ual farms:

1) farm management skills,

2) livestock / manure management
a. livestock density / production intensity,
b. land use change (e.g. conversion to forests, permanent wetland, permanent
set-aside),
c. import of organic matter in composts, manures and sewage sludge (organic
amendments),
d. feed and fertiliser import,
e. export of manure (e.g. fermentation plant), residues e.g. straw

3) crop rotation
a. Grassland (permanent or rotational), arable crops, bioenergy crops, permanent
crops (fruits)
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b. legume crops (N-fixation)
C. cover crops
d. soil management (tillage, crop residues)
e. nutrient management (manure, mineral fertiliser, amount, timing, application
method)
f. crop management (sowing (e.g. reseeding of grass), crop protection, harvest-
ing, grazing)
4) animals
a. feeding practice
b. manipulation of rumen microflora
c. breed
d. age of animals (e.g. age before slaughtering, number of lactations in cows)
5) feed stores
a. Storage conditions (no emissions for good silage)
6) housing
a. manure handling system (time and type of storage in house)
b. mechanical/natural ventilation
7)  manure store
a. manure type
b. storage conditions (e.g. cover on slurry tanks)
c. processing (e.g. anaerobic digestion, turning for composting)
8) other sources/sinks
a. animal walkways and collection yards
b. ditches
c. hedges
d. buffer strips (e.g. for erosion control)
e. set-aside (marginal, degraded or highly erodible), and similarly another
9) indirect sources of GHG
a. ammonia volatilisation
b. nitrate leaching
c. dissolved N,O and CHy in drainage waters
10) fossil fuel usage
11) irrigation

At the policy level, mitigation measures are perhaps best encouraged as part of a
broader environmental agenda. Smith & Powlson (2003) and Smith (2003a, 2004a)
argue that GHG mitigation needs to be tackled hand in hand with other related prob-
lems. For example, the IPCC (2001a) have noted that global, regional and local envi-
ronmental issues such as climate change, loss of biodiversity, desertification, stratos-
pheric ozone depletion, regional acid deposition and local air quality are inextricably
linked. GHG mitigation clearly belongs on this list. The IPCC (2001a) further noted
that recognising the linkages among environmental issues, and their relationship to
meeting human needs, provides an opportunity to address global environmental
issues at the local, national and regional level in an integrated manner that is cost-
effective and meets sustainable development objectives. The importance of integrated
approaches to sustainable environmental management is becoming ever clearer
(Smith, 2003b).

Though there are often co-benefits of GHG mitigation measures (e.g. positive effects
on biodiversity, erosion control, fertility, soil moisture), there may also be conflicts. For
example, extensive areas that are managed for biodiversity may have low soil carbon
values (but see Falloon et al., 2004 where the opposite is the case), and agricultural
areas placed under long-term GHG mitigation management may reduce the adaptive
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capacity of the agricultural sector. As discussed earlier, one must also consider the
trade off between GHGs and other implications for fossil fuel use (e.g. pre-chain fos-
sil fuel use in fertiliser and herbicide production [see Frye 1984, Lal, 2004], and fuel
carbon costs for transport, crop drying and processing and field management practices
[e.g. Smith & Smith, 2000; Lal, 2004]). Wherever possible “win-win” options (where-
by benefits accrue through other means, e.g. increased fertility or production) should
be targeted (Lal et al., 1998; Smith, 2003a) as should “no regrets” options (whereby
the management practice yields immediate benefits as well as potentially in the
future; Smith & Powlson, 2003; Smith 2004a). In addition to attempting to solve sev-
eral environmental problems together, social and economic problems also need to be
addressed in the same package. All of the scientific and technical measures outlined
in this paper have the potential to enhance C sinks, but the extent to which these are
sustainable also needs to be considered (Smith 2003b).

Mitigation options in croplands are listed in table 5.1 below along with low,
mean/best and high estimates of the mitigation potential of each practice. The values
shown in Table 5.1 were combined with estimated areas under each practice in four
European countries and for EU-15 in 1990, 2000 and estimates for 2010 (see appen-
dix 2) to calculate the yearly cropland soil carbon sequestration potentials for 2000
and 2010 relative to 1990 cropland management shown below in figures 5.3 and 5.4.

Table 5.1 GHG mitigation options for croplands. Low, best and high estimates (see notes)

Mapagamadal Poleniial rate
iCcha'y' tChaly! tCha'y! Mobas
Low estimale Sagl aaiimate  High estiomale

Zaro-tillaga a .4 0.4 1
Raduced t@ags a 0.2 0.2 2
Set-apita a .2 0.2 2
Riparian marss | biffar sirips u] 4] 1] 3
Corear ko permarsan! crops i 18] a8 4
Imgproaad mane]ament of panmanent crops: o i o 3
Daeg realing crops i 0.5 .6 4
Solid animal manura [FYI| .2 .4 15 L
Slwmy a2 4 1.5 G
Cmp regidues a1 0.7 a7 T
Seramga slisdga L8 0.3 0.3 T
Coampsting 02 4 1.5 L
Imgirgiad rolstions 0AarT .5 0.7a H
M terfilization J{inorganic| a1 1 ) .3 4
Irngagian 0.0 (L{Th 0.1 i
Drainaga u] 4} ] 3
Hicsarsrgy cnops {saill a A CLE 14}
Armual bisanangy omons (o) a] il ] 14
Extensificalion / daimtensilicataon a {5 0.5 1
Organic tarmeng {arabia) a LU 0.5 13
Conrear! arabéa b vwoodland 0.3 L 1K} 1
Carmar arabés o grassiand [ | 1.75 1.9 13
Carwari grassland o arabla =1.F =1.,35 =1 13
Carvart permanan crogs b arabis 1.7 1.35 1 13
Corwerl forest o arablo {6 (.8 16 12
Carmwar cropland to whan a a i} 3

Notes: 1 = From Smith et al. (2000a); Freibauer et al. (2004), 2 = Assumed to be half of the no-till poten-
tial of Smith et al. (2000a); Freibauer et al. (2004), 3 = No data on which to base an estimate, 4 = As in
Freibauer et al. (2004), assumed to be the same as bioenergy crops, 5 = Low and best estimates from Smith
et al. (2000a) of dm basis; high estimate from Vleeshouwers & Verhagen (2002), 6 = Assumed to be as for
FYM on a dm basis - low and best estimates from Smith et al. (2000a) on dm basis; high estimate from
Vleeshouwers & Verhagen (2002), 7 = Low estimate from IPCC (2000), best and high estimates from Smith
et al. (2000a); Freibauer et al. (2004), 8 = Range from IPCC (2000) - best estimate is rough mean from this
range, 9 = Range from Lal et al. (1998), 10 = From Smith et al. (2000a), 11 = No evidence that these are
different from any different from other crops, 12 = From Freibauer et al. (2004), 13 = Range from
Vleeshouwers & Verhagen (2002); Freibauer et al. (2004).
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Figure 5.3 Yearly cropland soil carbon sequestration potential by 2000 compared to
1990 for EU-15, UK, Sweden, Belgium and Finland
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Figure 5.4 Yearly cropland soil carbon sequestration potential by 2010 compared to
1990 for EU-15, UK, Sweden, Belgium and Finland
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The low (and also negative) carbon sequestration potentials for the EU-15 and all
countries except Belgium reflect that in many countries total cropland area and/or
areas under carbon enhancing management have decreased from 1990 to 2000.
Based on current trends and expert judgement, extrapolation to 2010 suggests that this
trend will not be reversed by 2010 (see appendix 2 for further details). The only C
enhancing practice that has increased from 1990 to 2000 is organic farming (see
appendix 2), and this practice is set to increase further between 2000 and 2010.
Belgium is the only country examined in which cropland management appears to
have increased cropland soil carbon sequestration from 1990 to 2000 and where it is
projected to increase further to 2010 (Dendoncker et al., 2003) The results also show
the importance of assessing GHG mitigation potential at national / regional level as
well as at larger (EU-15 wide) scales since the local management and estimates of the
mitigation potential can be very different.

These estimates, based on measured trends in areas under each management practice
in Table 5.1 from 1990 to 2000, and on projections of current trends to 2010 are in
sharp contrast with biological mitigation potentials from previous studies. Figure 5.5
shows the estimates of previous studies of C mitigation potential in Europe under var-
ious assumptions. The difference between the estimates presented here and those in
previous studies is that they aimed to show what could be achieved. As pointed out
in many of these studies, without active encouragement, changes in cropland man-
agement practice will not occur. This study suggests that in most countries, and in the
EU-15 as a whole, cropland management has not increased soil C sequestration since
1990 and is not predicted to increase it significantly by 2010, except in Belgium.

Figure 5.5 Estimates of cropland soil carbon sequestration potential in EU-15 from
previous studies and from this study. See notes for details.
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achievable potential by 2010 (about 1/5 of the estimated biological potential). Study 4 is this study with fig-
ures based on measured trends 1990 to 2000 and extrapolations to 2010 (see appendix 2 for further details).




37

Farming of organic soils can also cause C loss so restoration of peatlands could reduce
GHG fluxes. Virgin peatlands take up carbon at rates between 0.1 and 0.3 t C ha!
y-1, but emit CH, at significant rates, turning them into a source of 0.16 (range: 0.14
to 1.5) t ha'l y-1 C-equivalents (Cannell & Milne, 1995). The cultivation of peatlands
releases carbon by rapid peat oxidation, at a rate of 2.2 to 5.4 t C ha-1 y-1 (min: 2.2,
max: 31 t C hal y-1; Kasimir Klemedtsson et al., 1997, Freibauer, in press). Carbon
losses increase with deep drainage and intensive mechanical soil disturbance, espe-
cially after deep ploughing (Kasimir Klemedtsson et al., 1997). Whilst CH, emissions
more or less cease completely after drainage, N,O emerges at rates that exceed those
from mineral agricultural soils by a factor of 2 to 10. In total, average greenhouse gas
emissions from agricultural peat soils are estimated to range between 3.5 (2.2 to 5.2)
t ha-1 y-1 C-equivalents in grasslands, 4.9 (3.3 to 6.5) in croplands, and 6.5 (3.8 to 9.5)
under potato or sugar beet (Freibauer, in press). Large variability in C losses is main-
ly caused by differences in drainage, climate, fertility and peat type (Aerts & Toet,
1997, Chapman & Thurlow, 1996, Kasimir Klemedtsson et al., 1997). Decomposition
rates after drainage in eutrophic peats are higher than in oligotrophic peats
(Minkkinen et al., 1998). In the context of carbon sequestration, the rationale for alter-
native use of peatlands is the preservation of the existing large carbon stocks in peat
soils and the reduction of anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions rather than an
increase of soil carbon stocks in the short term (Komulainen et al., 1999). On the other
hand, peat carbon losses may be compensated by enhanced vegetation growth
(Cannell et al., 1993, Minkkinen et al., 1998), so only a full greenhouse gas budget
reveals the climatic benefit of rewetting drained peatlands.

Potential alternative uses of agricultural peat soils include the avoidance of potatoes
and sugar beet, avoidance of deep ploughing, maintenance of a more shallow water
table and the conversion of arable cropping to permanent cultures as well as new
crops on restored wetlands. Restoration and conservation of peatlands can play a sig-
nificant role in agricultural GHG mitigation, as can raising the water table of farmed
peatlands (Friebauer et al., 2004)

Non-CO; greenhouse gas mitigation possibilities are outlined in Table 5.2. As for Table
2.1, aranking of the likelihood of the reduction in emission is given for N,O, CH, and
NOy.

xxX, xx and x refer to a high, moderate and low likelihood of significant mitigation.
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Table 5.2. Mitigation of non-CO, greenhouse gases. (Note: ranking is applied in rows

only)
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Previous studies for Europe have shown that including non-CO, GHG fluxes in cal-
culations of GHG mitigation potential can significantly alter estimates based on car-
bon dioxide mitigation alone. Figure 5.6 (from Smith et al., 2001) shows that for some
management practices (e.g. no till agriculture), up to 50% of the CO,-only mitigation
potential can be lost when non-CO, GHGs are included. Given that CH, and N,O
emissions are of a similar order to CO, emissions when all fluxes are expressed as
CO.,-carbon equivalents (see section 2), non-CO, GHGs must be considered along-
side CO, emissions.

Figure 5.6 GHG mitigation potential of various cropland management options
(expressed as CO,-C equivalents) when considering CO»-C alone or when including
the non-CO, GHGs nitrous oxide and methane. Adapted from Smith et al. (2001).
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Verification for national greenhouse gas inventories (from the IPCC, 2001b; Good
Practice Guidelines) refers to ‘the activities and procedures that can be followed to
establish the reliability of the data. This usually means checking the data against
empirical data or independently compiled estimates.’” This differs from validation,
which is defined as ‘checking that the emissions and removals data has been compiled
correctly in line with reporting instructions and guidelines’. If verification is interpret-
ed strictly, estimates would be required for GHG fluxes that are independent of those
used in the national report of the party to the UNFCCC. This means that for a given
activity, there must be at least two independent methods for assessing the size of a
GHG emission.

For cropland GHG fluxes, Smith (2004b) suggests that, if a stringent definition were
used, no party would be able to meet the criteria. However, most countries would be
able to meet the verification criteria by 2010 if the least stringent definition of verifi-
cation were adopted (i.e. reporting of areas under a given practice [without geo-ref-
erencing] and the use of default methods and emission factors to infer a change in
emissions). This approach is consistent with the Tier 1 approach of the new IPCC Good
Practice Guidance on Land Use Change and Forestry (IPCC, 2004) though the Good
Practice Guidance suggests that national / regional values should be used to replace
defaults where they are shown to be more accurate than default values (Tier 2) or that
more complex methods should be used where available (Tier 3).

For an intermediate stringency of definition (i.e. where areas under a given practice
are geo-referenced [from remote sensing or ground survey], changes in carbon are
derived from controlled experiments on representative climatic regions and on repre-
sentative soils [or modelled using a well-evaluated, well-documented, archived
model] and intensively studied benchmark sites are available for verification), only
countries with the best developed inventory systems will be able to meet the require-
ments. Since most countries could meet verification targets if the least stringent defi-
nition of verification is used, this is the most likely to be adopted.

As in the compilation of the greenhouse gas inventory, the availability and quality of
data are limiting factors for adequate verification. It is difficult in some countries even
to collect reliable activity data (e.g. areas under cropland management), and much
more difficult still for countries to provide data on areas under a given management
practice (such as straw incorporation or zero tillage). Farm level accounting would
help but would be prohibitively expensive unless collected in combination with other
census data. Even if it were possible to collect data on the practices declared by a
farmer / land manager, it will remain extremely difficult to verify how reliably the
farmer / land-manager is implementing this practice.

Verification of mitigation measures targeting methane and nitrous oxide may be more
straightforward to the extent that these involve reductions in activities, i.e., number of
animals in a given category or amounts of N applied.

From the scientific perspective, the EU wishes (through projects such as CarboEurope)
to obtain independent estimates of national and EU-wide GHG fluxes to verify the fig-
ures provided in national GHG inventories. At the broad level, this is possible, for
example by assessing the overall C balance for Europe, but at the level of individual
country inventories this may prove very difficult due to a) the limited ability to spa-
tially allocate emissions (and sinks) and b) the very different aim of a research project
such as CarboEurope and the aims of a targeted multi-source, multi-sector verification
programme. The dual constraint approach of CarboEurope (i.e. using top-down and
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bottom-up approaches to verify national inventories) works best with CO,. For N,O
and for CHy, it is possible to measure fluxes by micrometeorological methods with a
network of high towers, but this measures all sources together and it is not possible to
allocate measured sources to agriculture or land use. At the plot level, many of the
measurements being undertaken within CarboEurope (e.g. flask measurements, eddy
covariance, chamber measurements, SOC stock changes), will be very useful for ver-
ification purposes.

At the plot scale, there are two complementary methods of estimating a carbon flux,
either by measurement of the CO, flux itself, or via measuring a change in the SOC
stock (see IPCC method; section 3.3). For N,O and CHy, this is not possible and direct
flux measurements are required. Well-documented, validated and archived dynamic
simulation models may have a role to play in verification, but this raises other issues
of verifiability. Other considerations include accuracy, cost and spatial variability.
Smith (2004b) discusses the issue of verification (for SOC stock changes) in detail.
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= 7. Conclusions: significant research needs

In this report we have summarised our current knowledge on GHG emissions from
European croplands, the methods to account for GHG emissions, possible GHG mit-
igation options in European croplands and the constraints upon implementation of
these measures. We have also provided estimates of a) the GHG fluxes from croplands
in 1990, 2000 and likely fluxes by 2010 and of b) the extent to which cropland man-
agement options can mitigate GHG emissions for 1990, 2000 and 2010. We also note
that the cropland CO, flux in Europe is the largest and most uncertain of all terrestri-
al C fluxes (Janssens et al., 2003). We also acknowledge that the fluxes of GHGs from
croplands (especially from soils) are the least well understood of any of the European
fluxes and that there is an urgent need for further research in this area. Research pri-
orities lie in a number of areas as detailed below.

Soil process studies in agriculture: Carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas fluxes
are dominated by soil fluxes. More research is required on how agricultural manage-
ment affects GHG fluxes and soil processes involved in GHG emissions and C seques-
tration. Specifically, research is required on conservation tillage, biological nitrogen
fixation (organic systems), extensive farming and biomass production systems. Studies
might involve a combination of GHG flux measurements, detailed soil analysis, spa-
tial variability of soil type and wetness, isotope labelling, process-modelling and
meta-analysis of existing data sets from European experiments. ‘Pollutant-swapping’
aspects should also be integrated within these studies.

Data / inventory collation and meta-analysis: Some data exist on agricultural man-
agement (and soil characteristics) at the European, national, sub-national and farm
scales, but is not readily available for modelling and up-scaling. Since agricultural
management is a key driver of GHG emissions, a work-programme to collect, collate
and make available this data is urgently required. A meta-analysis using this data to
calculate response factors for N,O and CH, oxidation with respect to driving vari-
ables, e.g. climate, soil type, fertiliser type, soil organic C content, etc. is also
required. Statistical approaches should be developed / improved to optimise data col-
lection (where, when and what to measure).

Development of future land-use and land management scenarios: For extrapolating in
to the future, new agricultural management and land-use scenarios need to be devel-
oped for the 21st Century.

Development of new technologies: Some experimental techniques to non-invasively
measure soil C levels (tritium probe, multi-spectral RS, infra-red analysis) show some
promise and should be developed to make the technologies usable to improve moni-
toring and verification networks.

Coupling of the C & N cycles: Since agriculture is driven by N fertiliser additions, and
a significant GHG flux from agriculture can be from nitrogenous compounds (such as
nitrous oxide), a closer link between carbon and nitrogen cycling in research, and the
understanding of these processes (through process studies and modelling) is urgently
required.

Assessment of total GHG budget: All studies on agriculture should attempt to assess
the combined impact of agricultural management, climate, and indirect effects (such
as increasing atmospheric CO, concentrations and N deposition) on all biospheric
GHGs (CO2, N2O and CHy), not just CO, which has dominated previous studies.

Mitigation options: Assessment of realistic mitigation and adaptation options in agri-
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culture is needed at various scales, including the farm scale at which the management
is practiced. These need to be assessed not only for biological potential but also for
economic viability, and for social, institutional and policy constraints and for poten-
tial side effects. Some R&D on knowledge transfer may also be merited as successful
mitigation depends heavily on this.
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= Appendix 1. Summary of IPCC default methods to estimate GHG emissions

The IPCC suggests default methods for estimating emissions of GHGs from agriculture
and land-use change. Nitrous oxide and methane emissions are accounted for under
the agricultural sector (Chapter 4 of the Revised 1996 IPCC guidelines for National
Greenhouse Gas Inventories; IPCC, 1997) whereas carbon dioxide emissions are esti-
mated in the land-use change sector (Chapter 5 of the Revised 1996 IPCC guidelines
for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories; IPCC, 1997). Since field burning of agri-
cultural residues is no longer permitted within the EU, these are not discussed here.

Hl Al.1 Nitrous oxide The information in this section is taken directly from Chapter 4 of the Revised 1996
IPCC guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (IPCC, 1997). Three sources
of N,O are distinguished in the IPCC methodology (IPCC, 1997): (i) direct emissions
from agricultural soils, (ii) direct soil emissions from animal production (including
emissions from housing to be reported under Manure Management (Section 4.2) — not
discussed further in this cropland report), and (iii) N>O emissions indirectly induced
by agricultural activities.

Anthropogenic input into agricultural systems includes synthetic fertiliser, nitrogen
from animal wastes, nitrogen from increased biological N-fixation, and nitrogen
derived from cultivation of mineral and organic soils through enhanced organic mat-
ter mineralisation. Nitrous oxide may be produced and emitted directly in agricultur-
al fields, animal confinements or pastoral systems or be transported from agricultural
systems into ground and surface waters through surface runoff, nitrogen leaching,
consumption by humans and introduction into sewage systems which transport the
nitrogen ultimately into surface water. Ammonia and oxides of N (NOy) are also emit-
ted from agricultural systems and may be transported off-site and serve to fertilise
other systems which leads to enhanced production of N,O.

Under the IPCC methodology, agricultural systems are considered as being the same
throughout the world and this methodology does not take into account different crops,
soils and climates, which are known to regulate N,O production. These factors are not
considered because limited data are available to provide appropriate emission factors.
The method also uses a linear extrapolation between N,O emissions and fertiliser
nitrogen application and in the indirect emissions section does not account for the
probable lag time between nitrogen input and ultimate production of N,O as a result
of this nitrogen input into agricultural soils.

Il Al.1.1 Direct Most studies on NoO emissions from agricultural soils investigate the difference in
nitrous oxide N2O production between fertilised and unfertilised fields. Emissions from unfertilised
emissions from soils fields are considered background emissions. However, actual background emissions

from agricultural soils may be higher than historic natural emissions as a result of
enhanced mineralisation of soil organic matter. This is particularly observed in organ-
ic soils in both cold and warm climates over the globe. Background emissions may
also be lower than historic emissions due to depletion of soil organic matter (IPCC,
1997).

According to IPCC (1997), the following sources and sinks of N,O can be distin-
guished.

= Synthetic fertilisers;
= Animal excreta nitrogen used as fertiliser;
= Biological nitrogen fixation;
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= Crop residue and sewage sludge application;

= Glasshouse farming (not dealt with in this report);
= Cultivation of soils with a high organic content;
< Soil sink for N>O.

Within the IPCC methodology, all of these N,O sources are included in the method-
ology, except for sewage sludge application and the soil sink for N,O. These sources
and sinks are not estimated because emissions are negligible or data are insufficient.

Synthetic fertilisers are an important source of N,O. Reviews of N,O emissions after
fertiliser addition led to an IPCC estimate of 0.0125 + 0.01 of the applied nitrogen
being directly emitted as N,O-N. This range encompasses more than 90 per cent of
the field emission values published at the time. The default emission factors for direct
emissions of N,O for Europe are:

EF; (fraction of N-input, kg N2O-N/kg N) = 0.0125 (0.0025-0.0225)
EF, (kg NoO-N/halyr) = 8 (2-15) - updated from figure of 5 in IPCC 1996 revised
guidelines (IPCC, 1997) by IPCC 2001 Good Practice Guidelines (IPCC, 2001).

Section Al1.1.6. describes how these emission factors are used.

The following is taken from IPCC (1997). Although the amount of nitrogen used as fer-
tiliser from animal excreta is more uncertain than the amount of synthetic fertiliser
used, estimates can be made, based on animal population and agricultural practices.
To account for the loss of fertiliser from NH; volatilisation and emission of nitric oxide
(NO) through nitrification after fertiliser is applied to fields, NH; volatilisation and NO
emission factors are needed. Even though climate, soil, fertiliser placement and type,
and other factors influence NHj; volatilisation and NOy emissions, a default emission
factor of 0.1 (kg NH3—N + NOx—N emitted/kg N applied) can be used for synthetic fer-
tilisers and 0.2 (kg NH3;—N + NOy—N emitted/kg N applied) for animal waste fertiliser
(0.2 is used for animal waste because of the potentially larger NH5 volatilisation). The
amount of nitrogen from these sources available for conversion to N,O is therefore
equal to 90 per cent of the synthetic fertiliser nitrogen applied and 80 per cent of the
animal waste nitrogen applied.

When calculating the losses of volatile N species within manure management, N,
losses are important. The chapter in the EMEP/CORINAIR Emission Inventory
Guidebook, which is being revised with regard to these emissions in the near future,
will provide a methodology. The mass flow approach, which forms the base of these
calculations, can be found in Da@mmgen et al. (2003).

Although the amount of nitrogen fixed by biological nitrogen fixation in agricultural
systems can be estimated, the N>O conversion coefficient is highly uncertain.
Research indicates that biological nitrogen fixation (BNF) contributes more nitrogen
for plant growth than the total amount of synthetic nitrogen fertilisers applied to crops
each year. Cultivation of grain legumes, however, often results in net soil nitrogen
depletion. Nitrogen from BNF may serve to fertilise an associated crop and eventual-
ly to stimulate N>O formation. IPCC (1997) reviews studies indicating that legumes
may contribute to N,O emission in a number of ways. Atmospheric N, fixed by
legumes can be nitrified and denitrified in the same way as fertiliser N, thus provid-
ing a source of N2O. Additionally, symbiotically living Rhizobia in root nodules are
able to denitrify and produce N,O. Total nitrogen input is estimated by assuming that
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total crop biomass is about twice the mass of edible crop, and a certain nitrogen con-
tent of nitrogen fixing crop (FracNCRBF — see below). A residue/crop ratio of 1 is
assumed.

The following section is taken directly from IPCC (1997). There is only limited infor-
mation concerning re-utilisation of nitrogen from crop residues and nitrogen from
sewage sludge applied to agricultural lands. Although the amount of nitrogen that
recycles into agricultural fields through these mechanisms may add 25-100 Tg of N/yr
of additional nitrogen into agricultural soils (mainly from crop residues) the amount
converted to NO is not known. To account for the N,O in the inventory budget the
emission factor for fertilisers is used as default and the amount of nitrogen re-entering
cropped fields through crop residues is calculated from the FAO crop production data.

Nitrous oxide emissions associated with crop residue decomposition are calculated
by estimating the amount of nitrogen entering soils as crop residue (FCR ). The amount
of nitrogen entering the crop residue pool is calculated from crop production data.
Estimates of crop production (the edible part) must be roughly doubled to estimate
total crop biomass. A nitrogen percentage (Fracycree and Fracncro — see below) is then
assumed to convert from kg dry biomass/yr to kg N/yr in crops. As a default N-fixing
crops (pulses and soybeans) and non-N-fixing crops can be distinguished. Some of the
crop residue is removed from the field as crop (approximately 45 per cent), and some
may be burned (not in Europe), or fed to animals.

Large N2O emissions occur as a result of cultivation of organic soils (Histosols) due to
enhanced mineralisation of old, N-rich organic matter. The rate of N-mineralisation is
determined by the N-quality of the Histosol, management practices and climatic con-
ditions. The range for enhanced emissions of N,O due to cultivation is estimated to be
2-15 kg N2O-N/halyr of cultivated Histosol. IPCC Good Practice Guidance (2001)
adopted a default emission value of 8 kg N,O-N ha-l yr-1 for temperate and boreal
regions.

The Revised IPCC 1996 Methodology for assessing direct No,O emissions from agri-
cultural fields includes consideration of synthetic fertiliser (Fsy), nitrogen from animal
waste (Faw ), enhanced N2O production due to biological N-fixation (Fgy), hitrogen
from crop residue mineralisation (Fcr) and soil nitrogen mineralisation due to cultiva-
tion of Histosols (Fos ).

In this estimate, the total direct annual N,O-N emission is:
N2Oprect = [(Fsn + Faw + Fen + Fer ) X EFy ] + Fos X EF; (Eq. 1)
where:

N2Oprect = direct N2O emissions from agricultural soils in country (kg N/yr);

EF; = emission factor for direct soil emissions (kg N2O-N/kg N input) (see section
3.1.1.2);

EF, = emission factor for organic soil mineralisation due to cultivation (kg N>.O-N
ha/yr) (see section 3.1.1.1);

Fos = area of cultivated organic soils within country (ha of histosols);

Faw = manure nitrogen used as fertiliser in country, corrected for NH3; and NOx emis-
sions and excluding manure produced during grazing (kg N/yr);

Fen = N fixed by N-fixing crops in country (kg N/yr);
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Fcr = N in crop residues returned to soils in country (kg N/yr);

Fsn = synthetic nitrogen applied in country (kg N/yr);

Fsn =Neerr X (1-Fracgase);

Faw = (Nex X (1-(Fraceyg. + FraCgraz + Fracgasw));

Fen = 2 X Cropgr X FraCcrer;

Fcr = 2 X [Cropo X Fracycro + Cropge X Fracycgrer 1 X (1-Fracg ) x (1-Fracgurn ); and
Neerr = synthetic fertiliser use in country (kg N/yr);

Fracgase = fraction of synthetic fertiliser nitrogen applied to soils that volatilises as
NH; and NOy (kg NH3-N and NOy-N/kg of N input) (see below);

Nex = amount of nitrogen excreted by the livestock within a country (kg N/yr);
Fracgyg = fraction of livestock nitrogen excretion contained in excrements burned for
fuel (kg N/kg N totally excreted)

Fracgraz = fraction of livestock nitrogen excreted and deposited onto soil during graz-
ing (kg N/kg N excreted) country estimate;

Fracgasym = fraction of livestock nitrogen excretion that volatilises as NH3 and NOy (kg
NH3-N and NOy -N/kg of N excreted) (see below);

Cropgr = seed yield of pulses + soybeans in country (kg dry biomass/yr);

Fracncrsee = fraction of nitrogen in N-fixing crop (kg N/kg of dry biomass) (see below);
Cropy = production of all other (i.e., non-N fixing) crops in country (kg dry bio-
mass/yr);

Fracycro = fraction of nitrogen in non-N-fixing crop (kg N/kg of dry biomass) (see
below);

Fracg = fraction of crop residue that is removed from the field as crop (kg N/kg crop-
N) (see below);

Fracgurn = fraction of crop residue that is burned rather than left on field (see below).

The default values for these parameters (as given by IPCC, 1997) for Europe are as fol-
lows. Fracgygy = 0.10 or less (kg N/kg crop-N), Fracg = 0.45 kg N/kg crop-N,
FracFUEL = 0.0 kg N/kg N excreted, FracGASF = 0.1 kg NH3-N + NOy-N/kg of syn-
thetic fertiliser N applied, FracGASM = 0.2 kg NH3-N + NOx-N/kg of N excreted by
livestock, FracGRAZ (from figures on pasture, range and paddock), Fracycrge = 0.03
kg N/kg of dry biomass, Fracycrg = 0.015 kg N/kg of dry biomass.

Pathways for synthetic fertiliser and manure input that give rise to indirect emissions
considered in the Revised 1996 IPCC guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas
Inventories (IPCC, 1997) are volatilisation and subsequent atmospheric deposition of
NHs and NOy (originating from the application of fertilisers), nitrogen leaching and
runoff and human consumption of crops followed by municipal sewage treatment.
Not considered are emissions from the formation of N,O in the atmosphere from NH3
or from food processing. Since N,O emissions from human consumption of crops fol-
lowed by municipal sewage treatment are accounted for under the waste sector, they
are not discussed further here.

Atmospheric deposition of nitrogen compounds such as nitrogen oxides (NOy) and
ammonium (from NHy,) fertilise soils and surface waters and as such enhance biogenic
N,O formation. The IPCC (1997) reports rates of N,O emissions are between 0.002
and 0.016 kg N,O-N/kg of the amount of nitrogen deposited onto soils which is with-
in the range of emission factors suggested for synthetic fertilisers. Emissions (EF4) are
calculated as 0.01 (0.002-0.02) kg N,O-N /kg of NOx-N and NH3-N emitted annual-
ly within a country.

Although climate and fertiliser type (e.g., urea or ammonium sulphate) may influence
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ammonia volatilisation, the IPCC (1997) use default values for NHz and NOy
volatilization of 0.1 kg nitrogen/kg synthetic fertiliser nitrogen applied to soils and 0.2
kg nitrogen/kg of nitrogen excreted by livestock (Fracgase and Fracgagy; See section
3.1.1.6).

A considerable amount of fertiliser nitrogen is lost from agricultural soils through
leaching and runoff. The leached/runoff nitrogen enters groundwater, riparian areas
and wetlands, rivers and eventually the coastal ocean. Fertiliser nitrogen in ground
water and surface waters enhances biogenic production of N,O as the nitrogen
undergoes nitrification and denitrification.

The fraction of the fertiliser and manure nitrogen lost to leaching and surface runoff
(Frac gacrH) may range from 0.1-0.8. A default value of 0.3 is proposed by IPCC (1997)
Total nitrogen excretion is used (Nex) in order to include manure produced during
grazing.

NieacH = [Neerr + Nex ] X Frac gacn (Eq. 2)

The sum of the emission of N,O due to N gacy in: 1) groundwater and surface
drainage (EFs.), 2) rivers (EFs.), and 3) coastal marine areas (EFs.) is calculated to
obtain the N,O emission factor (EFs) for Nigacn . The total amount of nitrogen even-
tually denitrified remains the same but some is denitrified in riparian area and wet-
lands before the nitrogen reaches the ocean. Default parameter values for indirect
emission factors (IPCC, 1997) for Europe are as follows: Fracypg = 0.16 kg N/kg of pro-
tein, Frac gacy = 0.3 (0.1-0.8) kg N/kg of fertiliser or manure N.

Groundwater: Assuming that all N gacn is in the form of nitrate, the IPCC recommends
a default emission factor of 0.015 (EFs_g; range 0.003-0.06) for N,O from NigacH in
groundwater and drainage ditches. The amount of N,O emitted from groundwater (by
upward diffusion or following entry of groundwater into surface water through rivers,
irrigation, and drinking water) and agricultural drainage water is then estimated as:

N,O from groundwater and agricultural drainage water = NigacH X EFs.4  (EQ. 3)

where EFs_; = 0.015 kg N,O-N/Kg Nigac , assuming that all N,O produced in a
particular year is emitted during that year.

Rivers: Once N gacy from groundwater and surface water enters rivers, additional
N,O is produced associated with nitrification and denitrification of N gacn. The IPCC
(1997) method assumes that all N gacy entering rivers is nitrified once during river
transport. The N,O yield (moles N,O-N/mol of NO3-N) during nitrification is assumed
to 0.003 for nitrification. For denitrification, a constant ratio of 0.005 for N,O-N emis-
sion to denitrification (N,—N production) in rivers is suggested. In summary, the emis-
sion factor for N gacy in rivers due to nitrification and denitrification [EFs.] is thus
equal to 0.005 x NygacH [for nitrification] plus 0.005 x (N gacH /2) [for denitrification],
or 0.0075 X NigacH. Therefore, N,O-N produced from N gacy during river transport =
NieacH X (EF5_r), where EFs.. = 0.0075.

Estuaries: Half of N gacn is assumed to be removed by denitrification in rivers in the
form of N, and N,O. The remaining 50 per cent of NieacH is discharged by rivers to
estuaries. Nitrogen inputs to estuaries can undergo nitrification and denitrification,
with associated N,O production. For nitrification, the IPCC (1997) method assumes
that half of the rivers inputs of N gacn are nitrified again in estuaries, and that the ratio
of NL,O-N to NO3—N produced is 0.005, as for rivers. For denitrification, it is assumed
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that 50 per cent of the NigacH that is carried to estuaries by rivers is denitrified, and
the ratio of N,O-N to denitrification (N,-N) emitted is 0.005, as for rivers. In sum-
mary, it is assumed that 1) half of the N gacH is transported to estuaries by rivers, 2)
half of the NieacH in estuaries is nitrified again in the estuary with a ratio of N,O-N to
NO3-N of 0.005, and 3) half of the N gacn in estuaries is denitrified in the estuary with
a N,O-N to denitrification (N,-N) ratio of 0.005. Therefore, N,O-N produced from
NieacH in estuaries = Nigacn X (EFs.c) where EF5.. = 0.0025. The combined emission
factor [EFs] for N,O due to Nigacn in: 1) groundwater and surface drainage (EFsg =
0.015 kg NZO-N/kg NLEACH)y 2) rivers (EF5_r = 0.0075 kg NZO-N/kg NLEACH)! and 3)
coastal marine areas (EFs.. = 0.0025 kg N,O-N/kg NigacH) is 0.025 (EFs). Therefore:

NieacH = [Neert + Nex] X Fracieacq and NoO(L) = NieacH X EFs (Eq. 4)

where the default values are Frac eacy = 0.3 kg N/kg N input to soils and EF5; = 0.025
kg N2O-N/kg Nieach.

Only methane emissions from rice paddies are considered in IPCC guidelines but the
new IPCC Good Practice Guidance for Land Use Change and Forestry (IPCC, 2004),
considers that “the reduction of the CH, sink by fertilization should be reported”.
Described here is the guidance from the IPCC 1996 Revised Guidelines (IPCC, 1997).
Methane emissions from croplands can occur from rice fields. The area of rice grown
in Europe is small and occurs mainly in southern Europe. All rice cultivated in Europe
is assumed to be irrigated (IPCC, 1997). The information in this section is taken direct-
ly from Chapter 4 of the Revised 1996 IPCC guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas
Inventories (IPCC, 1997). Emissions of methane from rice fields (IPCC, 1997) can be
represented as follows:

Fc = EF x A x 10712 (Eq. 5)
where:

Fc = estimated annual emission of methane from a particular rice water regime and
for a given organic amendment, in Tg per year;

EF = methane emission factor integrated over cropping season, in g/m?;

A = annual harvested area cultivated under conditions defined above. It is given by
the cultivated area times the number of cropping seasons per year, i.e., in m2/yr.

The seasonally integrated emission factor is evaluated from direct field measurements
of methane fluxes for a single crop. In practice, it will be necessary to calculate the
total annual emissions from a country as a sum of the emissions over a number of con-
ditions. Total rice production can be divided into subcategories based on different bio-
logical, chemical and physical factors that control methane emissions from rice fields.
In large countries, this may include different geographic regions. To account for the
different conditions, F is defined as the sum of Fc (see Equation 5). This approach to
emissions estimation can be represented as follows:

F=73iYj Sk EFjk x 102 (Eq. 6)
where:
ijk are categories under which methane emissions from rice fields may vary.

For instance, i may represent water levels in the rice fields such as fields inundated for
the duration of the growing season (flooded regime) or fields under water only inter-
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mittently. This occurs either under managed irrigation when water is not readily avail-
able or when rains do not maintain flooded conditions throughout the growing sea-
son (intermittent regime). j, k, may represent water regimes modified by other factors
like organic inputs, soil textures, fertilisation regimes under each of the conditions
represented by the index i, and so on. As more factors are identified, more categories
need to be included. Inclusion of additional parameters should lead to an improve-
ment of the estimate of the total emissions. The summation should include all crop-
ping seasons.

The factors clearly identified by field experiments as being most important are (1)
water regime with inorganic fertilisers (except sulphate-containing inorganic fertilisers
which inhibit CH, production); (2) organic fertiliser applications; (3) soil type, and soil
texture;

(4) cultivar; and (5) agricultural practices such as direct seeding or transplanting. Data
show that in continuously flooded fields, some types of organic fertilisers and certain
cultivars lead to higher emissions compared to rice grown without organic amend-
ments or intermittent or managed irrigation in which the fields are not continuously
inundated and only where chemical fertilisers are used. At present there are insuffi-
cient data to incorporate most of these factors. Nonetheless, the estimates can be
improved substantially by incorporating the current knowledge on water regimes,
organic amendments and soil types etc. For some countries the effects of organic fer-
tiliser can be included.

National experts are encouraged to go beyond the basic method, and add as much
detail as can be scientifically justified, based on laboratory and field experiments on
various amendments and theoretical calculations, to arrive at the estimate of emis-
sions from rice cultivation in their country. These details should be incorporated into
subcategories (indices j,k in Equation 6) under each of the main water management
categories in Equation 5 so that they can be compared at that level with data from
other countries.

For example, where emission data are available for different fertiliser types, this may
be incorporated into the calculations. Each category, (e.g., continuously flooded)
would be further divided as follows:

F (continuously flooded) = F (flooded/mineral fertiliser) + F (flooded/organic amend-
ment)

This procedure would then be repeated for as many separate subcategories as have
been defined. Each amendment may be incorporated in the same manner.

Scaling factors (relative to emission factors for continuously flooded rice) for irrigated
rice (all European rice production) are 1.0 for continuously flooded rice, 0.5 (0.2-0.7)
for intermittently flooded rice with a single aeration and 0.2 (0.1-0.3) for intermittent-
ly flooded rice with multiple aeration. The seasonally integrated methane emission
factor for the only European country (ltaly) represented in the Revised 1996 IPCC
guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (IPCC, 1997) is 36 (17-54) g /m2.
The arithmetic mean for all countries for which there are estimates is 20 (12-28) g /m2
(IPCC, 1997). This value is for soils ‘without organic amendments’. For conversion to
methane emissions from soils ‘with organic amendments’, a default correction factor
of 2 (range 2-5) is applied to the corresponding rice ecosystem for the ‘without organ-
ic amendment’ category.
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Chapter 5 (section 5.3) of the Revised 1996 IPCC guidelines for National Greenhouse
Gas Inventories (IPCC, 1997) describes the methods used to calculate CO, emissions
and uptake by soils from land-use change and management.

The principal sources/sinks of CO, in soils are associated with changes in the amount
of organic carbon stored in soils. The IPCC methodology aims to estimate net fluxes
of CO, due to changes in soil organic carbon stocks. CO, releases from liming appli-
cations are also dealt with.

The IPCC (1997) method uses a stratification of up to six major soil groups, based on
major differences in their inherent carbon stocks and their response to management.
The soil groups are high clay activity mineral soils (e.g Vertisols, Chernozems,
Phaeozems, Luvisols, Vertisols, Mollisols, high-base status Alfisols), low clay activity
mineral soils (e.g. Acrisols, Nitosols, Ferralsols, Ultisols, Oxisols, acidic Alfisols),
sandy soils (e.g. Arenosols, sandy Regosols Psamments), volcanic soils (e.g Andosols,
Andisols), aquic (wet) soils (e.g. Gleysols Aquic suborders) and organic soils
(Histosols). Of the climatic regions also used, all areas of Europe fall within the cool
temperate dry, cool temperate moist, warm temperate dry or warm temperate moist
zones. The method entails calculating changes in soil organic carbon stocks due to
land clearing from native vegetation (any effects of land abandonment and shifting
cultivation), tillage, and carbon inputs through residue management. Organic soils are
dealt with separately.

The IPCC default methodology assumes a change in carbon stocks from one equilib-
rium level to another over a 20-year period and calculates changes for the 0-30cm
horizon only. The calculation method for mineral soils is as follows:

Soil Carbonmanaged = S0il Carbon,uive X Base factor x Tillage factor x Input factors

The base factors represent changes in soil organic matter associated with conversion
of the native vegetation to agricultural use, as well as setting aside cropland from pro-
duction. Tillage and input factors account for effects of various management practices
of lands under agricultural use. Thus these later two factors can be used to capture the
changes in management trends that have occurred over the inventory period. The
tillage factor accounts for changing the intensity of tillage, ranging from the most
intensive practices that fully invert the soil (often referred to as conventional tillage) to
the least intensive practices, such as no-till (or zero tillage). The input factor captures
changes in cropping rotations, intensities or use of organic amendments that ulti-
mately affect the carbon input to the soil due to changing overall production. Default
values for soil carbon levels under native vegetation (0-30 cm) are given in the table
Al.3a.

Table Al.3a. Approximate quantities of soil organic carbon under native vegetation
(t C ha to 0-30 cm depth; from IPCC, 1997) for climate zones found within Europe.
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The coefficients used in the default calculations are shown in table A1.3b below.
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Table Al.3b. Coefficients used in the IPCC default calculations estimating carbon
stocks in mineral soils. Reproduced from IPCC (1997) &.

Notes:
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Filled portions of the table, where tillage and input factors are not given, denote instances where these
factors are not applicable to a management system. Where tillage or input factors were not determined
(ND), information was deemed insufficient to go beyond estimating a base factor. SG = Soil Group, BF
= Base Factor

Soil groups A = High activity, B = Low activity, C = Sandy, D = Volcanic, E = Aquic

For temperate cultivated soils, the average loss of 30% (0.7) is based on studies reported in IPCC (1997).
Greater losses for cultivation of wet (aquic) soils, relative to other mineral soils, are assumed due to arti-
ficial drainage and enhanced decomposition when cultivated. Conversion to paddy rice is assumed to
slightly increase carbon contents. Carbon levels in improved pastures can exceed native levels with fer-
tilisation and species selection. Carbon under shifting cultivation (including the fallow phase) and aban-
doned degraded lands are based on estimates reported in IPCC (1997)

Use of no-till is assumed to increase soil carbon by 10% over full tillage (full soil inversion) in temper-
ate systems, based on analysis of long-term experiments in Australia, Canada, Europe and the United
States; greater effects, over full tillage, are assumed for tropical systems. Reduced tillage (i.e., signifi-
cant soil disturbance but without inversion) is assumed to yield small increases over full tillage

Input factors apply to residue levels and residue management, use of cover crops, mulching, agro-
forestry, bare fallow frequency in semi-arid temperate systems. Low input applies to where crop
residues are removed or burned, or use of bare fallow; medium input to where crop residues are
retained; high input applies to where residue additions are significantly enhanced with addition of
mulches, green manure, or enhanced crop residue production (1.1) or regular addition of high rates of
animal manure (1.2), relative to the nominal (medium) case. Based on studies reported in IPCC (1997).

For organic soils, the method is based on the assumption that there are constant loss
rates for cropland due to drainage of wetlands, and that those rates vary with climate.
Losses are 0.25 t C/halyr in cool temperate regions, 10 t C/halyr in warm temperate
regions, and 20 t C/halyr in the tropical regions. The loss rates from conversions to
pasture are 25 per cent of those under cropland within each climate region. For lim-
ing, for the purposes of the inventory it is assumed that the addition rate of lime is in
near equilibrium to the consumption of lime applied in previous years. Emissions
associated with use of carbonate limes can thus be calculated from the amount and
composition of the lime applied annually within a country.

Total annual emissions of CO,, are calculated from i) net changes in carbon storage in
mineral soil, ii) CO,-C emissions from organic soils and iii) CO,-C emissions from liming.
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= Appendix 2. Estimates and measurements of areas under different
cropland management practices and assumptions made for EU-15 and
four case study EU countries: UK, Sweden, Belgium and Finland.

This appendix gives the estimates and measurements of areas under given manage-
ment practices and outlines any assumptions made. The areas are given for EU-15 and
four case study EU countries: UK, Sweden, Belgium and Finland. The areas given here
were multiplied by the per-area carbon sequestration rates for each management prac-
tice given in Table 5.1 to estimate the soil carbon cropland flux from each country /
region examined. These estimates, expressed on the basis of t C ha cropland area-!
y-1 to allow different areas to be compared, are shown in Figures 5.3 and 5.4 in the
main text.

A2.1 EU-15 The areas under each cropland management practice in the EU-15 for 1990, 2000 and
2010 are shown in table A2.1 below. The data sources and assumptions made are
given in the notes.

Table A2.1 Areas under each cropland management practice in the EU-15

Manageman ELI-15 apea under this mansgamesd (hi)
1983 2080 2040 Nolas
Toksf cropisnd’ area TTHREGN FaT40000 T1GLE150 1
Cano-Elags gl IR 1131100 1074377 z
Reducns Hiagn TNz 1100 1074272 i
Bul-manie LR R TATA000 Tia1at1 1
Fiparan zonas | Bitler sTips o ] ] 4
Convert jo permareni cops and perenia grasses [ SO0 AREG00 8§
e iretad MEnAgEme OF pErSanEN (PO [ 1] ] [
Denp reabing cmips [ 1] i 4
Sokd anmal sarune |[FYM] 10334735 Baans] 4Bt 00 T
Shurmy 10334735 QRCanE] AT T
Lrop resiing it T e PL LT | JOERETE a
Sermans dudge SHEIA SASE{E] SE2E122 2
Compashing 4
Improved rolabors [ 1] ] k[
W ParlizaEon Gnohganci (¥ ] il 11
Imigation [ 1] 0 10
Drainsge [i 1] 1] 10
Bimanengy crmes (s 13
fnnual bicenengy mops (soif) 12
Estaradicaion i denaraficion i
Drgaric laming | arabia) “fZAEIT TH SH3EAT Th ASRTITH 12
Convert arsble to woodland i (REwEall] 14
Convar arahie o grassfand [l 4
Lonvart grassiand o arabla o e 4
Converl pemanen crops 1o arable ooe |
Convar torest I arahia oo 4
i

Convert croptand to urban

Notes:

1 = From FAO statistics for 1990 and 2000; same change 2000-2010 assumed as for 1990-2000, 2 = 1990
figure assumes 50:50 split of the reduced/no-till area; total = 3% of cropland (from Smith et al., 2000a);
assumed no change to 2000 as no incentives to increase reduced tillage so also assume no change to 2010,
3 = assume to be 10% of cropland (Smith et al., 2000a), 4 = No data available, 5 = 2000 figure from
Freibauer et al. (2004); assumed no change 2000-2010, 6 = Permanent crops only; no evidence for change
since 1990, 7 = From Smith et al. (2000a) for 20 t dm ha-1 y-1; assumed constant for 1990 to 2010; assume
50:50 slurry to solid FYM, 8 = From Smith et al. (2000) for 10 t dm ha-1 y-1; assumed constant for 1990 to
2010, 9 = From Smith et al. (2000a) for 1 t dm ha-1 y-1; assumed constant for 1990 to 2010, 10 = No evi-
dence of any change, 11 = From FAO statistics there is a 30kg N ha-1 drop in fertilizer application rates
1990-2000 so the trend is away from increased fertilization; therefore assumed to be zero, 12 = Actual
amounts are very small in 1990; assumed to negligible, 13 = Year 2000 figure is from FAO 2003 data; area
(ha) under organic agriculture is scaled by 0.514 for conversion from UAA to cropland, 14 = Figures from
Freibauer et al. (2004) which states that 37% of the new forest is from arable land.
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The areas under each cropland management practice in the UK for 1990, 2000 and
2010 are shown in table A2.2 below. The data sources and assumptions made are
given in the notes.

Table A2.2 Areas under each cropland management practice in the UK

Managemani tiraz unoer this management )
T 100 A0 Hotas

Tolal oroplend' ama GG SERNC bl 1
Iae-ilaga 1033 ARG TEA3G 2
Fisf i (Hkage 1003%] BAmT TERIB FJ
5el-aside EIEIN] B T A k|
Fiparian ponad | Bufler aiips 1] " ] ]
Lonwerd lo pernanes] oops Garea undor perm. Crogs: s5osn | JUOIN] NI bris 1] ]
i) masEQEmeT of pETranent S5 and Demai girsses i o i 4
Leep rmoting ocps i " fi |
Seobkd grimal manoens [FYM) ERSEIS FEI SRS AR5 f
Shurry ERSELE R SRS, BILEES i
Corog rasehies BT T L1 LE T
Sewaps shidpn B30T LFETH 3] ]
Composiing |
It rvkaiois 1] - ] q
N ariiakon |nomanic) 1] = i] [!]
gt ] 2 ] 4
Cramoge i = i) 4
Binsraagy oo el | 11
Anresl Bomnergy crops (sil) 1
Erlarafizaion | damansficafon a
Oinganic farming | erable| 2IGE5 240EE 12
Coreerl amable o soodiand 11 nagalia q
Cortweil atible i grasekand nm a
Lonwer grssiand io arbie am 4
Conwer pemranent cops iz ashie nm 1]
Corwert fores! o amble am ]
Conwer cropdasd 1o rtan a |

Notes: 1 = FAO figures used for 1990 and 2000; for 2010 figures the same change for 2000-2010 as for
1990-2000 is assumed, 2 = The 1990 figure assumes a 50:50 split of the reduced/no-till area; total assumed
to be 3% of cropland (Smith et al., 2000b); assumed no change to 2000 as no incentives to increase no till
area so no change to 2010 is also assumed, 3 = Assume 10% of cropland (Smith et al., 2000b,c), 4 = No
evidence of significant change, 5 = Permanent crop area in UK in 1997 was 57% of what it was in 1990 -
i.e. permanent crop area is decreasing; 2010 figures assume the same change for 2000-2010 as for 1990-
2000, 6 = From Smith et al. (2000a, b) for 20 t dm ha-1 y-1; assumed constant for 1990 to 2000 as cattle
plus swine numbers in UK remain unchanged from 1990-1997 [difference of <0.6%; FAO statistics from
EarthTrends, 2003]; assumed same level of manure available - as cropland area decreases, a larger propor-
tion of area can be covered at same rate so we assume same area as in 1990 receives manure at 20t dm
h-1y-1; same assumption for 2000-2010; 50:50 slurry to solid FYM assumed, 7 = From Smith et al. (2000a,b)
for 10 t dm hal y-1: as cropland area decreases, cereal straw production also decreases in proportion;
assumed constant % of available cropland for 1990 to 2010, 8 = From Smith et al. (2000a,b) for 1 t dm
ha-1 y-1; assumed constant for 1990 to 2010, 9 = No data, 10 = From FAO statistics (EarthTrends, 2003);
there has been a 30 kg ha-l decrease in fertilizer application rates 1990-2000 so the trend is away from
increased N fertilization; therefore assumed to be zero, 11 = Actual amounts are very small in 1990;
assumed to negligible,12 = The 2000 figure is from EarthTrends (2003: FAO statistics) as % of UAA in 2003
([~4% of UK UAA] scaled by 0.3537 to get from UAA to cropland area in UK).
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The areas under each cropland management practice in Sweden for 1990, 2000 and
2010 are shown in table A2.3 below. The data sources and assumptions made are
given in the notes.

Table A2.3 Areas under each cropland management practice in Sweden

Banagemant Aren uider His managemenl (i)
15896 i Hiib Motas

[ T 2044 597 2 TS g6t 270501 i
Tric-Lhagn H] 1} H 2
Riatetsai e 0 ] 0 2
Sélakile gk M T 715 k|
Apanias 2o | uflar avios 0 i} i 4
Coimeerl i parmananl oogs and pemnil grasses ] a ] 2
ITcw R MarERRTET of SenTaneT COns and el [rREses i) i) 2
Chiaps aonling caopes 611 €35 JEH 163 ]
5ol arimal maner [FYM] area sssaimng 201 dm bas1 g 354 WD T 5D g
Shury oraa assuming A1 Edm ket pt 431 0D G168 500 1]
Ciop resohies gTaTrs = Ry T
Sewage shpspe (tonnes dry matier 16200 462300 A
Compoatng o il k]
mpowed nrasons ] ] 4
N wrihon |nompanci 10 ki 11
mgalinn 4] 1] ] ]
Drpivgage ] 1] ] it
Bemsery crops el 15070 15,070 16078 12
Fiernisl DNeneny Crogs (el |
E e Muaien | daiass aaden ] i} ] q
Dngaies Feaning [arabd| TEA 1A L0000 1R 13
Coatakdl mahle 10 et q
Coaresrl atabie 1 grassland 1
Commednl grasskand o s 9
Crametil pETRanent oeops ks arahin q
Comenr fonest o arabis |
Comser oropland io erbas |

Notes: 1 = SCB, Farms with more than 2 ha, including leys and grassland; assume 2010 same as 2000, 2
= No data given, 3 = SCB, 1990 including black fallow, green fallow and other not utilized land, 2000 black
and green fallow; assume 2010 same as 2000, 4 = Included in set aside, 5 = SCB, winter cereals, sugar
beet, rape oil seed included; assume 2010 same as 2000, 6 = SCB, data from 1991and 2001 respectively;
in 2001 including all manures from "other animals"; areas calculated from dry matter tonnes assuming
application rate of 20 t dm ha-l y-1. 7 = SCB, data only available from 1997; areas with incorporated crop
residues; no other data so assume 1990 and 2010 same as for 2000, 8 = SCB; no other data so assume 1990
and 2010 same as for 2000, 9 = No data so assume none or no change, 10 = SCB data for 2001; no other
data so assume 1990 and 2010 same as for 2000, 11 = In principle all arable land, 12 = SCB. Energy for-
est; no other data so assume 1990 and 2010 same as for 2000, 13 = SCB. 2002; no other data so assume
1990 and 2010 same as for 2000.
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The areas under each cropland management practice in Belgium for 1990, 2000 and
2010 are shown in table A2.4 below. The data sources and assumptions made are
given in the notes.

Table A2.4 Areas under each cropland management practice in Belgium

Managemant A st this mansgement [ha)
4 L] 000 1010 Holes
Toda! CrogWiasd ovsd Tadzdd T4Ea3 5T T4RH5T f
el pas L =R n 24740 ")
Hedtard 3lage 4] L Fr | TS ]
S l-anEll 14 Fd 2354 FLEs 1] 1
Aparan 2onos | bufler sings [ 1] a2 4
IC0ATRETL 00 PR ONOfE R pETEN A ImssEE L 0 i a]
brprese] mpnapermen| of pEreaneT Cmee. pnd permeripl e 123110 i 1T En fi
Cleng roasiog) g 1] I n - |
Sk arkmal mareie (Fre s 241000 123030 T
Sy o ERRE- N 1050 a
oo reaidyes ] n 0 ]
“awngm wurige i 1] 1
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Irrpewod eol pbiong. REa] disg joi047 i3
N ferikralion (nosganid) ad 1] ] 12
Irmigniion THEE] J5HE 2T 14
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AnrH Deoaniegy CIne. (5od| i 00 1o 15
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] 308 ] 12
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Carmeail fodisl 10 diaish [ a i} 5
Comettl ceopland o wrban ] B F3H 13

Notes: 1 = Cropland assumed to be the same in 2010 as in 2000, 2 = The total for no till and reduced till (49490
ha) is assumed to be split 50:50 between zero and reduced till, assuming adoption over 20 years for suitable
soils (>18 % clay and non hydromorphous; Arrouays et al., 2002); also assume 2000 value is mid way between
1990 and 2000 value, 3 = 1990 and 2000 INS data; set-aside rose sharply in the early 1990s as a result of the
CAP reforms and is currently fluctuating; estimates for 2010: 10% of the 2000 cereal area, 4 = For 2010, the
Walloon region gives subsidies for a max of 8% of the cultivated area under the headland conservation scheme;
we assume again an uptake rate of 0.35, 5 = No data, 6 = 1990 and 2000 INS data for the surface of orchards;
nearly all orchards have grass strips (assume 2010 same as 2000), 7 = FYM production 10.14 Tg dm (1990);
10.44 Tg dm (2000); Tg dm based on animal numbers, FYM production, type of housing, time spent in housing
(Dendoncker et al., 2003); for 2010 we assume a reduction of 25 % of the dairy cow numbers and 55% of the
calves (0-24 months) based on EU regulations (Van Steertegem et al. 2000: Mira S 2000 page 189): FYM pro-
duction 5.73 Tg dm (2010), 8 = Slurry production 2.34 Tg dm (1990); 2.25 Tg dm (2000); Tg dm based on ani-
mal numbers, slurry production, type of housing, time spent in housing (Dendoncker et al., 2003); For 2010 we
assume a reduction of 25 % of the dairy cow numbers and 55% of the calves (0-24 months) based on EU reg-
ulations (MIRAS 2000 page 189); slurry production 1.93 Tg dm (2010), 9 = There is an import of straw for ani-
mal bedding: 1.18 Tg (1990) and1.14 Tg (2000) cereal straw produced and 2.80 Tg (1990) 2.77 Tg (2000)
required for bedding based on requirements per animal, time spent in housing and type of housing (Dendoncker
et al., 2003), 10 = Sewage sludge is only spread in the Walloon region; 90% is applied to arable land, howev-
er it is expected that the spreading will soon be forbidden, 11 = Based on Flanders: 75 k t waste composted in
1991 and 675 kt in 1998, Walloon region 156 k t waste in 1998. We assume that 1 kg waste produces 0.17 kg
DM compost (Kiely 1997 page 661) and application rates of 10 Mg DM /ha, 12 = 1990 and 2000 INS (winter
rapeseed): For 2010 we assume a maximum calculated as follows: the whole area of winter cereals to include
a cover crop and maize in the Walloon region to be under-sown with grass over an adoption period of 20 years
i.e. 35% of the area (Dendoncker et al., 2003); subsidies for cover crops are available in both regions, whereas
subsidies for maize are restricted to the Walloon region, 13 = All agricultural land is fertilised: N fertilisers
decreased from 125 kg/ha in 1990 to 115 kg/ha in 1995 so trend away from increased fertilization; assume zero,
14 = INS 2000 data: this is the area that can be irrigated using the available equipment. We assume that crop-
land is irrigated and not grassland and assume 2010 same as for 2000. Since there is no evidence of a change
between 1990 and 2000, 1990 values assumed to be the same as 2000, 15 = INS 2000: rapeseed for the pro-
duction of non-alimentary oil in 1994 for the Walloon region 2010: Flemish and Walloon policies; assuming
50% annual crops and 50% perennial crops; 1990 values assumed to be the same as 2000, 16 = Probably not
relevant in the Belgian context since less intensive systems will convert to organic farming (see note 17), 17 =
Based on overall areas of organic farming, assuming a ratio of 0.55 cropland and 0.45 grassland (same as for
conventional farming) (Dendoncker et al., 2003). This could be an overestimation for 2000 since extensive cat-
tle breeding converted first to organic farming, 18 = 1990 and 2000 from INS; For 2010; 6300 refers to the EU
‘on farm woodland' scheme. 5500 to Flemish policies (10000 ha by 2020) assuming reforestation of 0.55 arable
and 0.45 grassland for Flanders. The mean of this figure is used here, i.e. 5900 ha, 19 = 1990 and 2000 from
INS; land used for non agricultural purposes (280 220)
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The areas under each cropland management practice in Finland for 1990, 2000 and
2010 are shown in table A2.5 below. The data sources and assumptions made are
given in the notes.

Table A2.5 Areas under each cropland management practice in Finland

Managemenl #ras undeer thim managemes [ha)
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Notes: 1 = Finland Area of crops (ha) (including cereals and cultivated grass). Yearbook of Farm Statistics
2000 and 2001, (Utilised agricultural area in 2001 in Finland was 2216900 ha), Scenario: Expert judge-
ment, National Expert: Heikki Lehtonen, MTT Agrifood Research Finland, 2 = Expert judgement, National
Expert: Laura Alakukku, MTT Agrifood Research Finland, 3 = The area of reduced tillage (ha) in 2000.
National Expert: Eila Turtola, MTT Agrifood Research Finland, 4 = Yearbook of Farm Statistics 2001,
Scenario: Expert judgement, National Expert: Heikki Lehtonen, MTT Agrifood Research Finland, 5 = In
2002 the area of riparian zones was 4724 ha and the area of buffer strips was 4150 ha (if width of the strip
is 3 m), National Expert: Eila Turtola, MTT Agrifood Research Finland, 6 = The area of green fallow was 134
072 ha in 1995, 111 678 ha in 1999 and 121529 ha in 2002. National Expert: Eila Turtola, MTT Agrifood
Research Finland, 7 = No data available, 8 = Total N in manure divided by the maximum allowed appli-
cation rate (kgN ha-1); 2010 figure assumes same change 2000-2010 as for 1990-2000, 9 = Residues most-
ly left on soil, 10 = Total N in sludge divided by the maximum allowed application rate, 11 = Total culti-
vated area minus area of organic farming, 12 = Irrigation is very rare in Finland, 13 = Yearbook of farm sta-
tistics 2002, *Expert judgement, National Expert: Aulis Ansalehto [according to Laikari (1989)], 14 =
Leinonen et al. (2003); reed canary grass for solid fuel, forage crops grown for biogas, spring turnip rape for
diesel fuel, cereal for fuel ethanol (cereal straw harvested from 200 000 hectares excluded from scenario),
15 = Leinonen et al. (2003); spring turnip rape for diesel fuel, cereal for fuel ethanol, 16 = Yearbook of farm
statistics 1998 and yearbook of farm statistics 2002; assumed stays same as for 2000, 17 = Finnish Statistical
Yearbook of Forestry 2002; 2010 figure assumes same change 2000-2010 as for 1990-2000, 18 = Area con-
verted to arable was 10088 ha in 2000 (Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry).It is not known whether this
area comes from permanent crops, abandoned land, peatlands or other forms of land-use.* = Yearbook of

farm statistics.
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