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ABSTRACT

Touber, L., 1990. Landforms and Soils of Turkana District, Kenya; a site evaluation for rangeland
use. Wageningen (The Netherlands), The Winand Staring Centre. Report 41. 63 p.; 7 figs.; 6 tables;
1 map and legend; 3 annexes.

Within the framework of the Range Management Handbook Project, Kenya, an inventory has been
carried out of landforms and soils of Turkana District at a scale of 1: 1 000 000. It concerns a site
evaluation for rangeland use, which is based on a limited amount of field observations, and relies
heavily on visual interpretation of satellite imagery. The physical data of landforms and soils are
interpreted for aspects of primary production (fertility and soil-water relationships) and for management
aspects (erosion status and -hazard; accessibility for livestock; flooding hazard; possibilities for the
construction of dams and waterpans). Attention is paid to local names (Turkana language) of landforms
and soils.

Annex I deals with the organisational and logistic aspects.
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1 INTRODUCTION

The Range Management Handbook Project is a collaboration project between the Ministry
of Livestock Development of Kenya and the German Organisation for Technical
Cooperation (GTZ). It aims at the inventory of the potential for extensive rangeland
use of the dry northern and northeastern regions of Kenya, through studies on climate,
landforms, vegetation, soils and hydrological and socio-economic aspects.

It is the purpose to present the results of these inventories per District in the form of
1 : 1 million scale maps and their interpretation. Maps and reports should be easily
intelligable to staff of the extension services and planning division of the Ministry of
Livestock Development.

The Winand Staring Centre (formerly STIBOKA) already participated in the inventory
of landforms and soils of Marsabit, Wajir, Mandera, Samburu, Baringo and Isiolo
Districts. The present report deals with the landforms and soils of Turkana District.
As was the case with former district surveys, the present one is based on satellite image
interpretation and a restricted amount of field observations. Field checks were directed
towards the assessment of range potential rather than towards the execution of a
conventional "multi-purpose” soil survey. Hence it is preferred to use the term "Site
evaluation for rangeland use" as subtitle for these land inventories.

Acknowledgements are contained in the mission report, Annex 1.









