..
Theme 7 .o..K m
Governance and adaptation Adaptation to Climate Change o

Klimaat

Summary

Summary

Climate proofing the Netherlands is not only a technical issue but also a demanding matter of governance.
The specific complexities of adaptation governance call for new advanced governance knowledge.
Governance is defined as the interactions between public and/or private entities ultimately aiming at the
realization of collective goals. A governance arrangement is the ensemble of rules, processes and
instruments that structure these interactions. This programme will develop and test governance
arrangements that can contribute to realizing adaptation options, and to increasing the adaptive capacity of
society. These arrangements should be effective, legitimate and resilient. The program will be concentrated
around four key questions and corresponding work packages:

1. How can we organise connectivity within the existing complex governance structures?

2. Which economic instruments and governance structures to (re)allocate risks and responsibilities
between the public and the private are promising?

3. What are the consequences of uncertainties, stakeholders’ perceptions and contested knowledge,
and which methods help to cope with them in decision-making processes?

4. How can the principles of legitimacy, effectiveness and resilience be elaborated and what are the

implications for the governance of adaptation?

To fulfil the dual ambition to develop practically relevant and scientifically sound knowledge, two supporting
methodological work packages will be set up: collaborative action research and comparative analysis
across regional and national boundaries. Collaborative action research means that we take guidance from
the hotspots as the primary source of questions, dilemmas and empirical data regarding the governance of

adaptation, but also collaborate with them in testing insights and concepts and evaluating their usefulness.

This interdisciplinary programme will result in new insights in climate adaptation governance; tested
governance arrangements; innovative research methods; and international comparison of adaptation efforts

between Netherlands, Sweden, Germany and UK.
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Overview of main research questions on three levels
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Overview of main research questions

What kind of governance arrangements can be developed and tested that will contribute to
(1) developing and implementing adaptation options; and
(2) increasing the adaptive capacity of society so that future climate changes can be confronted?

How can the
development of
practically relevant and
scientifically sound
knowledge be
achieved?

How to realize
connectivity within
fragmented
governance systems
through innovative
experiments,
leadership approaches
and process designs

What kind of
re(allocation) of
responsibilities,
burdens and benefits
are useful for
increasing adaptation
capacity?

How to deal with
uncertainties,
stakeholders’ frames
and contested
knowledge, especially
concerning relevant
scales for adaptation?

What are the underlying
normative principles of
governance of
adaptation and how can
they be updated when
necessary?

Which new scientific
insights can be gained
from comparatively

of adaptation across
the boundaries of work
packages, regions and

countries?

1.1 how can the development of practically
relevant and scientifically sound knowledge be
carried out best through setting up boundary
amrangements?

2.1 What are the societal, bureaucratic and political
dynamics surrounding experiments, and how can
experiments be designed and implemented so that
they effectively contribute to leaming for the
governance of climate change adaptation?

2.3 Which leadership and leadership
strategies enhance chances for a
successful development and
implementation of regional and local
adaptation policies and projects?

3.1 What kind of considerations can play a role in
the allocation of responsibilities to public andfor
private parties when taking measures in the field of
climate adaptation and what kind of govemance
arrangements can be developed on the basis of
these considerations for a number of climate
adaptation themes?

4.1 how to realize effective, legitimate and resilient
adaptation strategies in a situation of diverging
frames about spatial, temporal and administrative
scales for climate adaptation, within and between
governments, businesses, scientists, societal actors

and the media?

5.1 Which concept of public interest and which
guiding principles can best be leading in the
govemance of adaptation, or may differentiation in
public interest and the accompanying principles lead
to a better govemnance of climate adaptation?

6.1 How are the dilemmas of climate adaptation
governance handled in different countries, what
are the advantages and disadvantages of doing so
and what ideas does this comparison provide for
the development of effective governance
arrangements in the Netherlands?

1.2 What is collaborative action research
within the context of complex governance
systems and how can it successfully be
applied in practice?

2.2 Which management interventions
are helpful to overcome the various
boundaries that have to be crossed to
realize successful projects of climate
robust multifunctional land-use?

2.4 Which institutional, organizational, cultural
and relational factors hinder the emergence of
symbiotic coevolution with regard to regional
climate adaptation and which govermnance
strategies can contribute to coherent muitilevel
adaptation strategies?

3.2 What kind of economic
instruments can be developed to
stimulate the supply of climate
adaptation services, taking into
account efficiency, legitimacy and
fairness considerations?

4.2 How is the transfer and translation
of scientific knowledge processed by
the respective hotspets and in what
way are science-policy amangements
at hotspot level gradually becoming
institutionalised?

5.2 What is the relationship between
normative principles and
transboundary policy practices?

6.2 How can the results and concepts
across the different work packages be
integrated in order to answer the
central question of the programme:
what govermnance arrangements can
contribute to realizing adaptation
options, and to increasing the adaptive

capacity of society?
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