The consortia of the Knowledge for Climate research programme
organize for researchers in climate change - (KfC) PhD students,
junior and senior researchers - an Autumn School about

Dealing with uncertainties
in research for climate adaptation
Date: 8-10 October 2012
Location: StayOkay Bunnik
As a SENSE course
Climate adaptation research inevitably involves uncertainty issues - whether you are building a
model, using climate scenarios, or evaluating policy processes. However, do you know which
uncertainties are relevant in your field of work? And which uncertainties exist in the data from other
disciplines that you use (e.g. climate data, land use, hydrological data) and how they propagate? Do
you want to learn about how policy makers deal with uncertainties and what information they
actually need for robust decisions?
This course reflects on a broad range of uncertainties which could be relevant for climate adaptation.
Both uncertainties in climate- and socio-economic scenarios, in impact models, as in the decision
making process will be discussed. In the morning lectures of a broad range of experts will be given,
the afternoon is reserved for discussions and cases.
In the Autumn school you learn about:
• different types of uncertainties in your own research and other disciplines;
• uncertainties in policy making (risk perception, framing, adaptation pathways, bottom
up/ top down approach);
• methods for assessing uncertainties and determining the relevance;
• the relation between the type of uncertainties and the method to use: when to use
scenarios, a probabilistic approach or statistics;
• communication about uncertainties to different target groups.
Together we want to work on the development of a common frame of reference for the use of
scenarios and dealing with uncertainties.
With contributions from:
Jeroen van der Sluijs (Utrecht University) - the concept of uncertainty, methods for assessing
uncertainties
Anthony Patt (IIASA) - communicating the uncertainties that matter, in order to make them matter
Suraje Dessai (University of Leeds) - dealing with uncertainties in practice
Joop de Boer (IVM/VU) - frames and uncertainties: about the way we see things and do things
Tiago Capela Lourenço (CCIAM), Annemarie Groot (Wageningen UR), Erik Min (KNMI) - case study
analysis sessions
Wilco Hazeleger (KNMI) - differences in uncertainties between past, current and future climate
Michiel van Drunen (IVM/VU) - uncertainties in socio-economic scenarios
Eelco van Beek (Deltares) - uncertainties in impact modelling and strategy development
Ekko van Ierland (Wageningen UR) - financial aspects in climate adaptation
Pieter Bloemen, Jeroen Veraart (Delta Programme) - the Delta Programme view on adaptation
Arjan Wardekker (Utrecht University/The Health Council) - framework for visualization techniques
Rob Swart (Wageningen UR) - communication about uncertainties
Up to date information & registration (scroll down and click on Enroll): s360.sense.nl
Course fee: € 500, € 250 (SENSE/PERC/WASS), € 150 (KfC); Lodging and catering included
Credits: 1 ECTS
Course coordinators: Bernadet Overbeek (KNMI): +31 (0)30-2206861, overbeek@knmi.nl
Janette Bessembinder (KNMI): +31 (0)30-2206853, bessembi@knmi.nl

