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DUTCH DIALOGUES 
LIVING LINES OF DEFENSE 



ADAPTABLE 
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MULTIPLE LINES OF DEFENSE 



NEW ORLEANS  
A. BALDWIN WOOD PUMP 
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DRAINAGE SYSTEM 
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MADAME JOHN ’S LEGACY 
ARCHITECTURE 

CULTURE
MARDI GRAS PARADE 



FOSTERING CONNECTIONS
CONNECTING DELTA CITIES 2010 

GREATER NEW ORLEANS URBAN WATER PLAN  
PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED  

Drainage systems 
are regularly 
overwhelmed by 
too much runoff, 
causing flooding

Excessive pumping 
causes the land to 
sink by lowering 
groundwater levels

Critical water assets 
are wasted, hidden 
behind walls, buried 
underground, or 
pumped out of the 
city
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LIVING WITH WATER 
PLANNING APPROACH 

Inhabitation 
Land Cover

Infrastructure 
Networks

Soils
Water 
Biodiversity

GREATER NEW ORLEANS URBAN WATER PLAN  
AVOIDABLE COSTS: FLOODING 

Estimated Damages Due to Flooding 
Over Next Fifty Years:  $7.99 Billion



GREATER NEW ORLEANS URBAN WATER PLAN  
AVOIDABLE COSTS: SUBSIDENCE  

Estimated Damages Due to Subsidence
Over Next Fifty Years:  $2.19 Billion

High Subsidence Potential

Moderate Subsidence Potential

GREATER NEW ORLEANS URBAN WATER PLAN  
LANDCOVER ANALYSIS 
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ELMWOOD FIELDS AND WATER LANES 
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ELMWOOD FIELDS AND WATER LANES 
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LOWLAND CANALS: TYPICAL CONDITION 
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LOWLAND CANALS: PROPOSED CONDITION 
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NEW ORLEANS EAST
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BACKSLOPE STREETS 
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BACKSLOPE STREETS 

ASPHALT OVERLAY

GREATER NEW ORLEANS URBAN WATER PLAN  
BACKSLOPE STREETS EXISTING  
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10 YEAR STORM 
WATER ASSIGNMENT 

PONTILLY HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT 
BACKSLOPE MANAGEMENT 



PONTILLY HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT 
MANAGEMENT BENEFIT 

PONTILLY HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT 
URBAN NETWORK 
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LAKEVIEW WATER SYSTEM 

GREATER NEW ORLEANS URBAN WATER PLAN  
LAKEVIEW FLOATING STREETS 
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POLICY

ARCHITECTURE



CAFFIN EARTHLAB S&WB GRANT
GROUNDWORK



SEWERAGE & WATER BOARD GRANT

ADVOCACY · COMMUNITY EDUCATION · K-12 EDUCATION
BUILDERS & DESIGNERS · RESEARCH & POLICY 



NETHERLANDS 


