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      Situated on the western fringe of Europe 

- the South-West region of Ireland is 

exposed to some of the most extreme 

weather patterns generated by the 

Atlantic Ocean 

 

 

Meteorological image dated 03-01-2014 

Source: Met Éireann, 2014 

Experiences more rainfall 
annually than most other 
parts of Ireland 

 

It is the location of Cork City, 
Irelandôs second largest city 

 

Cork has been described as 
Irelandôs ómost flood proneô 
city ï(Irish Independent, 2014) 

 

Since 2009, there have been 
four large scale flooding 
events 

Source: Met Éireann, 2014 
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RAINFALL COMPARISON 

The above graph shows the annual rainfall in Valentia Observatory meteorological 
station, Co. Kerry (South-west region) in comparison to annual rainfall values 
recorded at the Phoenix Park meteorological station which is located in Dublin, on 
the east coast.   

Met Éireann data based on a 30 year running mean of the national annual rainfall 
recorded an increase in average national rainfall of approximately 70mm over the 
last two decades. 

Source: Met Éireann, 

2014 

SOUTH-WEST REGION 
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SOUTH-WEST REGION 

Population for the South-West Region 

Cork City   119,230 

Cork County    519,032 

Kerry    145,502 

Total    664,534 

Source: Central Statistics Office (CSO), 2014 

TYPES OF FLOODING 
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ÅFlooding from rainfall generated overland flow 
before the runoff enters any watercourse or sewer 

PLUVIAL 

ÅDischarge from a water course e.g. river  FLUVIAL 

ÅDischarge from tidal waters ï largely based around 
astronomical high tides, and influenced by prevailing 
winds, spring tides & low atmospheric pressure 

COASTAL 

ÅCombination of Pluvial, Fluvial and/or Coastal COMBINATION 

TYPES OF FLOODING 

FLOODING: INFLUENCING FACTORS 
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CORK CITY: PROFILE 

HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 

The centre of Cork city is built on marshy 

islands in the tidal estuary of the River Lee 

 

Channels of the river originally separated 

these islands, and some of these channels 

were spanned in the 18th century by city 

merchants to form the principal streets of 

Cork city centre 

 

Among these streets is St. Patrick's Street 
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CORK CITY, CA.1545 

Source: Cork City Council, 

2014 

The position and general shape of the city centre and 

notably St. Patrickôs Street is visible in an early plan of Cork 

City, dating from circa 1545 

ST. PATRICKôS STREET, CORK 

St. Patrickôs street was a curving channel of the River Lee and 

turned into a canal with quays, shops and warehouses on 

both sides of it  
 

Circa A.D.1780, the canal was filled, which created a wide and 

elegant thoroughfare 

Source: 

Cork City 

Council, 

2014 

Cork City centre, circa. 1893 



25/09/2014 

8 

CORKôS HISTORIC INFRASTRUCTURE 

Sample of tidal waterway under 
city-centre streets. Most of these 
waterways were diverted through 
culverts in the 18th and 19th 
centuries.  

This old waterway was exposed 
near the junction of St. Patrick's 
Street and Grand Parade during 
pavement refurbishment in 
February 2005. 

Source: Cork City 

Council, 2014 


