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7 ALFA lessons in rural Europe: combining 

flood management, farming and forestry 

 
J.M.T. Stam  - Rijkswaterstaat (Nl) 

L. Butler  - Eden Rivers Tust (U.K.) 

H.P. Wierig ï Struktur- und Genehmigungsdirektion Süd 

W. Kretschmer - IUS Weibel & Ness GmbH 

F. Dijkstra ï Stichting Keizersrande 

ALFA partners 
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Goal: to create storage 

and discharge capacity 

along our rivers 

 

ERT - UK 

SGL - France 

VMM - Belgium 

RWS - Netherlands 

EG - Germany 

SGD - Sud Germany 
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Eden (GBR) 
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Hördt (Dui) 

http://www.sauerland-toerisme.nl/bildansicht_des_hauses-20712-1-Haus+Leben+am+Strom+Neupotz.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_lVOyAdMbWSI/TDXS68WFv9I/AAAAAAAAAIE/w4FLj4NCXUA/s1600/IMG_2238.JPG
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Deventer (NLD) 

Our three examples along  

an imaginary river 
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Downstream Mid-stream Upstream 
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//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:KinderdijkMolens02.jpg
http://staatsbosbeheertexel.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/dsc07042.jpg
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Upstream (GBR):  

holding water and farming 

Å Tailor-made schemes 

Å Controlling runoff at  

source and  

managing soils 

Å Managing  

livestock  

and river banks 

 

Permeable cow track 

Hedgerows planted 

and fenced off 

Ditch buffer of 

rough vegetation 

Newly planted  

streamside  woodland  

Improve soil structure 
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Improvement of wood habitats 

Mid-stream (DUI): water retention and forestry 

NaturaI dynamic growth 

Forest conversion 

Reference area 

../Video_Hördt/Baumfällung.dmsd
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Mid-stream (DUI):  

water retention and forestry 

Å Natural dynamics: 

no forest management 

 

Å Improvement of wood  

habitats: replantng species suitable 

for future water dynamics 

 

Å Forest conversion: 

substituting flood sensitive with 

flood tolerant species 

 

elm, oak 

planting 

woody debris 

maple, ash 

elm, oak 
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Downstream (NLD):  

discharging water and farming 

Å Room for the river:  

side channel at Deventer  

Å Land tenanted to a famer; 

water friendly organic diary farm 

and Natura2000 

Å Famer maintains floodplain  

using her livestock 

Å Includes a visitors and info centre 

 


