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The BSIK is the Decree on Subsidies for Investments in the Knowledge Infrastructure (Besluit Subsidie Investeringen Kennisinfrastructuur). The
CcSP programme runs from 2004 to the end of 2011. It has a total budget of 90 million euros, including 40 million euros in BSIK subsidies.
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Wageningen UR, the Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute (KNMI), Environmental Assessment Agency
(PBL), the Energy Research Centre of the Netherlands (ECN) and the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) have been 		
coordinating the development of the programme since 2000, with input from government departments, the business community, civil 		
society organisations, the provincial councils and other regional authorities.
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Hotspots
Hotspots have a special place in the Climate changes Spatial Planning programme. They focus
on regions in the Netherlands that are already or will be affected by climate change and which
face important spatial development or restructuring challenges. Research and practice are closely
linked in these projects. An example is the Zuidplaspolder, one of the deepest polders in the
country. The National Spatial Strategy designates the polder as a development area within the
southern wing of the Randstad to accommodate a range of future development requirements,
including greenhouse horticulture complexes and housing. Parts of the polder are vulnerable to
land subsidence and because the area is situated next to the Hollandse IJssel river, which is connected to the main rivers in the delta, a breach of the dike could have serious consequences. In
addition, climate change will increase the likelihood of flooding after intensive rainfall, drought
and upward seepage of saline groundwater. Development in the polder will have to be laid out in
such a way that future residents and businesses are not adversely affected by any of these impacts.
The project is investigating the risks and exploring potential climate-proof development options.
Other hotspots are Tilburg, Rijnenburg, the Biesbosch and the spatial vision for a climate proof
Groningen.
Zuidplaspolder (photo: Florrie de Pater) and water homes (photo: Dura Vermeer)
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These are the type of questions being investigated
in the integration theme.
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