

















Still, it could help the ccosystems survive aLAleast unt1l
the flow of groundwater has rcgenerated.through ending the
withdrawal of drinking water from the hills.
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ABSTRACT

/

The impacts of a project on the water environment
may be such that health, economic or ecological
consequences are considerable or even unacceptable.
Therefore the prediction and assessment of these
impacts should be executed in an early stage of the
decisionmaking process on the project, to enable
the formulation of alternative solutions or mwiti-
gating measures. This paper presents a conceptual
framework for the conduction of an EIA-study, which
has been elaborated for the water environment. The
emphasis of this paper is on the crucial element:
prediction. For several categories of water
impacts available predictive methods are presented.
The development in the state-~of-the-art of predic-
tion methods in the water environment is reviewed,
and the problem of how to select suitable methods
is discussed. Some examples of applications of pre-
dictive methods illustrate the concepts presented
in this paper,

1 INTRODUCTION

It goes without saying that water is one of the
most essential elements for everything alive on
earth. Man, apart from needing water for drinking,
uses water for many purposes., Not only waste
removal, but also a lot of economically important
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