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SUMMARY 

In the comprehensive introduetion a number of problems in this genus are discussed, in particular: 
I. polymorphy; 2. diversity of the species concepts; 3. hybridisation in nature and in cultivation; 4. 
misidentification of some cultivated clones; 5. the smal/ basis of the genus in cultivation; 6. the 
importance of introductions from the wild; 7. their suitability for cultivation. 
The Botanical Gardensof the State University of Utrecht started research on Betu/a in the V on 
Gimbarn Arboretum in accordance with the establishment of a Decentralized National Plant 
Col/eetion in The Netherlands. A large scale introduetion wil/ provide a reference col/eetion and 
result in the distribution of material true to type. Studies of the genus and initia/ experiences in their 
cultivation indicate that the following lesser known species are suitable for wider cultivation: 
Betu/a costata, B. dahurica, B. lenta subsp. uber, B. medwediewii and B. schmidtii. Further 
selections are needed in B. alleghaniensis, B. nigra and B. papyrifera. 
The taxonomie studies ofthe genus undertaken by the author have led to the acceptance of 30-35 
species and the recognition of several subspecies. Further studies are needed for some complex 
species, notably in the area of the U.S.S.R. 
The survey of cultivars includes some new narnes for long cultivated c/ones plus a number of new 
selections: 

B. albosinensis 'Fascination' 

B. albosinensis 'Hergest' 

B. ermanii 'Blush' 
B. ermanii 'Grayswood' 
B. ermanii 'Holland' 
B. medwediewii 'Gold Bark' 

B. nigra 'Heritage' 
B. pendu/a 'Crispa' 
B. pendu/a 'Purple Splendor' 

B. platyphylla 'Whitespire' 

B. utilis 'Doorenbos' 

B. utilis 'Grayswood Ghost' 

B. utilis 'Hillier' 
B. utilis 'Inverleith' 

B. utilis 'Jermyns' 
B. utilis 'Sauwala White' 

B. 'Edinburgh' 

28 

- Very attractive bark; originally imported from England as B. 
caerulea-grandis. 

- Known as B. 'Hergest'; seedling found at Hergest Croft Gar-
dens, Herefordshire, England. 

- Long cultivated as B. costata. 
- Known as B. costata from Grayswood Hili, England. 
- Known as B. ermanii (type Holland). 
- Selectionfrom A/ph. van der Bom Nurseries, The Netherlands; 

Si/ver Medal in 1985. 
- Selection from the U.S.A. 
- Correct name for 'Darlecarlica' of the trade. 
- Introduced by D. Belcher, Gresham, Oregon, USA; laciniate, 

purplish-brown leaves. U.S. Plant Patent 2107. 
- Distributed by the University of Wisconsin, U.S.A., as B. 

platyphylla var. japonica 'Whitespire'; resistant to the Bronze 
Birch Borer. 

- Cultivated in The Netherlands as B. jacquemontii (previously as 
B. utilis). 

- Known as the Grayswood Birch from Grayswood Hili, Eng
land. 

- Distributed by Hiliier & Sans, England, as B. jacquemontii. 
- The well-known B. jacquemontiifrom the Royal Botanie Gar-

den Edinburgh, recently named B. 'lnverleith '. 
- Known as B. 'Jermyns'; distributed by Hiliier & Sans, Eng land. 
- Originally grown at Wisley Gardens, England, from seeds col-

lected by Stainton, Sykes & Williams (na. 4382) in the valley of 
the Sauwala Khola, Central Nepal. 

- Fast growing hybrid, selected by the author in the nursery of the 
Royal Botanie Garden Edinburgh; colurnnar shape. 


