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Shaping the future

Two years under way
Started in November 2009, MESMA is now
halfway.
In this second newsle er we inform you on
the progress of this EU 7th framework pro‐
gram. In the past year, the basic building
blocks for the project have been established,
and which are explained in this issue.
In the coming year, 2012, we will further de‐
velop and test the MESMA method. With over
20 ins tutes we will work on the future of
marine spa al management in Europe.
Luc van Hoof, project leader

Case Studies as laboratories
In 2010 we carefully selected and described 9
case studies that represent 6 EU marine re‐
gions, and a range of na onal and interna‐
onal aspects of marine spa al planning. The
case studies serve as laboratories for tes ng
the MESMA framework.
In 2011 the case studies performed the first
‘test run’ with the MESMA framework. A lot
of useful feedback and recommenda ons
were generated based on diverse range of
issues and contexts encompassed by the case
studies. These recommenda ons will be in‐
corporated through adapta ons to the
framework.

Being halfway the project, we are star ng to shape the final product. The MESMA
method will become accessible via a user friendly website, where the MESMA framework
can be followed step by step, and relevant tools can be accessed as well as the MESMA
geoportal containing well organized spa al data. By the end of 2012 we should have a
prototype working, which then can be further developed in the final year of the
project.
E‐manual makes life easier

AGENDA

In 2012, MESMA will develop an e‐manual, to
make the process of going through the MES‐
MA framework easier. The e‐manual will be
an online tool, that guides the user step by
step through the MESMA framework and
helps the user fill in the fields. The e‐manual
will have pre‐printed fields, where the user
can pick from diﬀerent op ons. Also it will
duplicate previously entered informa on
where necessary so the user does not have
to type in the same informa on twice. The e‐
manual will be tested by the case studies in
the second ‘test run’ of the framework in
2012. Feedback from this ‘test run’ will help
to improve the e‐manual.
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In 2012, the case studies will focus on a se‐
cond ‘test run’ to see whether the feedback
has helped to further improve the frame‐
work. Also, in this run the e‐manual will be
tested for the first me.
Later on in the project we will produce a
posi on paper and a comparison paper based
on the lessons learned.

Stay connected
MESMA can also be found as a group on
LinkedIn. Join us and be informed about all
the big MESMA news.
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Workshop on Biological Valua on as a
tool for Marine Spa al Planning
June 2012
Workshop E‐manual and Tools
Summer 2012
Workshop on Governance

MESMA is an FP7 project on
monitoring and evalua on of spa ally
managed marine areas (2009‐2013)

MESMA General Assembly, October 2011, Athens
Tools make it work

MESMA the movie!

Over 70 tools that can be used in combina‐
on with the MESMA framework have been
collected over the last two years. They are
available at our website. Case studies have
worked with tools and provided informa on
on tool use and tool evalua on.

“Coming soon, in a cinema near you!” Maybe this is a bit too ambi ous, but MESMA has
indeed been working on diﬀerent short videos to inform the public and interested par es
about the project. We have held interviews with diﬀerent work package leaders and case
study leaders during the General Assembly in Athens in November 2011, and in IJmuiden.
The 15 min MESMA introduc on video can be watched online on the MESMA website.

Governance on full speed

First test run of MESMA framework com‐
pleted!
The MESMA framework, developed in 2010,
is a step wise approach to systema cally
evaluate management plans in diﬀerent
(European) marine areas.
The framework provides a clear analysis of
the management situa on in areas where
spa al planning is in place, is desired, or
where conflicts in spa al use occur. It is ex‐
pected that the framework should also prove
to be a useful instrument for spa al plan‐
ners, policy makers and
other stakeholders.

Nine case studies serve as laboratories for
tes ng the framework, each with their own
specific se ng of human uses, nature con‐
serva on targets and policies. The first 'test
run' in 2011 resulted in a huge amount of
informa on, experiences and recommenda‐
ons.
In 2012, adapta ons will be made to the
framework based on the feedback. A second
‘test run’ will take place to see whether the
adapta ons are suﬃcient.

MESMA framework, showing how all the pieces work together
MESMA and science
MESMA has produced two peer reviewed
papers in 2011:
Katsanevakis et al. (2011) Ecosystem‐based marine spa‐
al management: review of concepts, policies, approach‐
es, and cri cal issues. Ocean and Coastal Management,
54: 807‐820
Salomidi et al. (in press) Assessment of goods and ser‐
vices, vulnerability, and conserva on status of European
seabed biotopes: a stepping stone towards ecosystem‐
based marine spa al management. Mediterranean
Marine Science

MESMA was also present at several confer‐
ences in the form of presenta ons or post‐
ers.

Furthermore, the following MESMA deliver‐
ables are now available online:
D1.1: review of marine spa al management
D1.2: catalogue of EU seabed biotopes, providing infor‐
ma on for the majority of EU seabed biotopes following
the EUNIS system.
Working paper on the emerging policy landscape for
Marine Spa al Planning in Europe: overview of key
policies, direc ves and regula ons.

Go for the full list of outreach to our web‐
site.
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Last year, the work package responsi‐
ble for governance visited the case
studies in their respec ve countries to
explain and discuss the governance
analysis. The governance analysis runs
parallel to the MESMA framework and
complements it by providing in‐depth
analysis of the socio‐economic and geo
‐poli cal reali es. Based on the experi‐
ences of the case studies, the guide‐
lines for the analysis were revised. The
revision has received posi ve feedback
from the case studies.
Next to that we have wri en a working
paper on the EU policy landscape. This
working paper provides an overview of
the emerging policy landscape for
marine spa al planning in Europe,
which consists of various policies, di‐
rec ves and regula ons related to
MSP in the EU, and their interac ons.
The working paper can be found on
the MESMA website.

AIM
With the help of its stakeholders,
MESMA is aiming to develop inte‐
grated management tools such as
guidelines, concepts, models and
tools for monitoring, evalua ng
and implemen ng Spa ally Man‐
aged Areas (SMAs).
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