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(a) Common garden bean, a eudicot with thick cotyledons. The |
fleshy cotyledons store food absorbed from the endosperm before
the seed germinates. -
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(b) Castor bean, a eudicot with thin cotyledons. The narrow,
membranous cotyledons (shown in edge and flat views) absorb
food from the endosperm when the seed germinates.
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(c) Maize, a monocot. Like all monocots, maize has only one
cotyledon. Maize and other grasses have a large cotyledon called a
<cutellum. The rudimentary shoot is sheathed in a structure called
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