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1 Synopsis 

The Netherlands .... ., Holland .. .. .. ., the Low 
Counmes ........, three names for the same 
country? No, not exactly. The Netherlands is 
the correct name of this little lungdom in the 
north-western corner of the European 
continent, butmany people, bothabroad andin 
rhe alunrry itselt: &l1 il-dlso IIolland. The 
rcasonis. that in rhetimcofthe 1)utch Reouhlic 
of the ~ k t e d  Provinces (AD 1572-1795j 
HoUandconstimedone of the predominant and 
most prosperous provmees of that repubhe. 
The name of the Low Countries is sometunes 
used for the lngdoms of Belgum and the 
Netherlands together. 
Since theriseof the ocean level fromprehistoric 
umes up to its present level the habi tants  of 
the low-lying areas in the south- western, 
western and north-western parts of the country, 
had almost permanently to fight agiunst the 
water. The present country a largely the result 
of this stmggle representing the balance of 
successes and failures. Dutch Me is closely 
linked to the water and its history is full of 
stories about floods, dlke bursts, but also of 
successful land reclamations and other 
conquests upon the sea. 
A recent disaster, sil l  in the memories of the 

6 people, happened during the tremendous storm 
of Febmary 1953, when many dkes  in the 
south-western part of the country were 
breached, thousands of hectares were flooded 
and over IS00 people drowned. In 1.1 
one of the many dike bursts is shown. 
Thedangermay comenot only from thesea, but 
alsofrom the rivers, as durmg high river floods 
thedikesmay not be able to contam all the water 
and are overtopped or swept away. This also 
happened in history in the rivenne areas of the 
ixgher eastern and southern parts of the 
counuy. 

Although many hooks and reports have hren 
written on soecific flood events and the Dutch 
experience in conquering water, there are no 
p"blicauons which encompass the 
hvdrometeoroloeical conditions. the water 
manaement system, the planning of water 
1esou;ces and the org.ini.!atiun and legislatiorl of 
the water indusrn.. .4 booklet with rhircunrents. 
writtenin English, wasthought to beofinterest 
not only to the hydrologist and water engineer 
from abroad but also to the Layman. 
The 40th anniversary of the TNO Committee 

Ftgure I .  I One of the dtke bursts d u n e  rhe stom 
of Fe6ruay I953 

on Hydrologwd Research provided an 
opportumry to pubhsh such a book. 
With great gratitude it is recorded that this was 
made poss~blc by the volunrary ~u~ntr~burions of 
s number of Dutch soccialists from varlous 
institutions. Their n k  and afiilhtions are 
given in rhc list of authors. 
For their r r u r  efforts in comnilinr the various 

A 

contribu&ns, many thanks are due to the 
members of the editorial uumnittee: 
3lessr.i K.1'. Blumenthal. W'. Cramer. 
A. Voker and J. W~SS&. 

The workof Mr A. Gustard (U.K.] in correcting 
the English language and in improving the 
consistency of the vanous chapters of the book 
is highly apprec~ated. Special thanks go to 
Messn G. Santing and J.C. Hooghart and 
MrsC.W.S.Posthumus for theucarefulreadimp: 
of the manuscript 2nd rheir u.reful \uggcstions. 
'The final shape uf this booklct depended 
strongly on the accurate typing by 
Mrs G.J. Quint and colleaques under 
supervision of Mrs M.S. Keisrie and on the 
high quality of the drawings produced by 
Messrs M. Jansen, F. Arnoldussen and 
H. vanLedden. 
For the fmal production and layout were 
responsible Messrs H.W.A.M. Frenken and 

A. 

society is grateful mentio 

H.J. Colenbrander, TNO Committee on 
Hydrological Research 
The Hague, November 1986 

For the introduction to annex 1 see page 61. 






















































































































































































