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1 Synopsis

The Netherlands ....., Holland ....... , the Low
Countries ........ , three names for the same
country? No, not exactly. The Netherlands is
the correct name of this little kingdom in the
north-western corner of the European
continent, but many people, both abroad and in
the country itself, call it also Holland. The
reason is, that in the time of the Dutch Republic
of the United Provinces (AD 1572-1795)
Holland constituted one of the predominant and
most prosperous provinces of that republic.
The name of the Low Countries is sometimes
used for the kingdoms of Belgium and the
Netherlands together.

Since the rise of the ocean level from prehistoric
times up to its present level the inhabitants of
the low-lying areas in the south- western,
western and north-western parts of the country,
had almost permanently to fight against the
water. The present country is largely the result
of this struggle representing the balance of
successes and failures. Dutch life is closely
linked to the water and its history is full of
stories about floods, dike bursts, but also of
successful land reclamarions and other
conquests upon the sea.

A recent disaster, siill in the memories of the
people, happened during the tremendous storm
of February 1953, when many dikes in the
south-western part of the country were
breached, thousands of hectares were flooded
and over 1800 people drowned. In Figure 1.1
one of the many dike bursts is shown.

The danger may come not only from the sea, but
also from the rivers, as during high river floods
the dikes may not be able to contain all the water
and are overtopped or swept away. This also
happened in history in the riverine areas of the
higher eastern and southern parts of the
country.

Although many books and reports have been
written on specific flood events and the Dutch
experience in conguering water, there are no
publications which encompass the
hydrometeorological conditions, the water
management system, the planning of water
resources and the organization and legislation of

the water industry. A booklet with this contents,

written in English, was thought to be of interest
not only to the hydrologist and water engineer
from abroad but also to the layman.

The 40th anniversary of the TNO Committee

Figure 1.1 One of the dike bursis during the storm
of February 1953

on Hydrological Research provided an
opportunity to publish such a book.

With greart gratitude it is recorded that this was
made possible by the voluntary contributions of
a number of Dutch specialists from various
institutions. Their names and affiliations are
given in the list of authors.

For their great efforts in compiling the various
contributions, many thanks are due to the
members of the editorial committee:

Messrs K.P. Blumenthal, W. Cramer,

A. Volker and J. Wesseling.

The work of Mr A. Gustard (U.K.)in correcting
the English language and in improving the
consistency of the various chapters of the book
is highly appreciated. Special thanks go to
Messrs G. Santing and J.C. Hooghart and

Mrs C.W.S. Posthumus for their careful reading
of the manuscript and their useful suggestions.
The final shape of this booklet depended
strongly on the accurate typing by

Mrs G.]. Quint and colleaques under
supervision of Mrs M.S. Keisrie and on the
high quality of the drawings produced by
Messrs M. Jansen, F. Arnoldussen and

H. van Ledden.

For the final production and lay-our were
responsible Messrs H.W.A.M. Frenken and
J.A.F.]. Bontje.

Finally the financial support of the Hydrological
Society is grateful mentioned.

H.]J. Colenbrander, TNO Committee on
Hydrological Research
The Hague, November 1986

For the introduction to annex 1 see page 61.

















































































































































































































































































