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Developments in ornamentals  
with focus on nursery stock in The Netherlands  

Marco Hoffman  

Topics  

 

Â Introduction  

ÂDevelopments in production  

ÂDevelopments in marketing  
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Â Functions of ornamentals (Green city)  

Â Environmental conditions and 
maintenance  

 

Introduction  

 

 

 

The Netherlands in Europe  

Well known for horticultural knowledge  Ornamental industry in the Netherlands  

Nursery Stock  
(trees, shrubs & perennials)  

Bulbs   Greenhouse  
(cut flowers, & pot plants)  
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Nursery stock in the Netherlands  

Â Extent    17.000 ha  

Â Number of companies 3.000  

Â Number of workers  15.000  

Â Average farm size  5 ha  

Â Range    1 ï 300 ha  

Â Production value  592 m ú 

Â Production value/ha  34.500 ú (= 300.000 yuan)  

Â Export    >70%  

Ornamental plants for cities and gardens  

More than 30.000 different species and 
cultivars in The Netherlands  

Developments in production 

Production in pots and containers  

  

Â Easier for mechanisation  

Â Easier for trade and transport  

Â Also selling in growing season  

Â Big auctions based on pot plants  

Production and selling in pots  

http://tolweb.org/Spermatopsida/20622
http://tolweb.org/eudicots/20666
http://tolweb.org/Austrobaileyales/20650
http://tolweb.org/Nymphaeaceae/20651
http://tolweb.org/Amborella_trichopoda/20652
http://tolweb.org/Monocotyledons/20668
http://tolweb.org/Ceratophyllaceae/20667
http://tolweb.org/Chloranthaceae/20669
http://tolweb.org/magnoliids/20670
http://tolweb.org/Conifers/20634
http://tolweb.org/Pseudotsuga/21630
http://tolweb.org/Pinus/21626
http://tolweb.org/Larix/21629
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Auction Aalsmeer  Scaling up and mechanisation  

 
 

Â Strong push towards m echanisation  
¸ Labour expensive  

¸Work heavy and dirty  

¸Seasonal peaks  

¸Alternative for chemical weed control  
 

ÂDisadvantage  
¸High investments  

¸Only for large scale production  

Plant collector & robot transporter  Tree production  

Mechanisation of weed management  New production systems and techniques  

 
 

Â For quality improvement  

Â Easier for mechanisation  
 

Â For environmental care  
¸Biodegradables instead of plastic  

¸Closed production systems (no waste of 
minerals)  

¸ Legislation on fertilisation (e.g. Nitrogen 
and Phosphate)  
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Production in gutters  

Innovation 

Biodegradable pots  

Biodegradable binding tube/tape  
(in research)  

Closed production systems  
(no waste of minerals, etc.)  

Uniformity and quality  

 

Â Starting material  

¸Seed upgrading  

¸Timing of uprooting  

¸Dormancy measuring  

¸Precision sowing  

Â Product standards & Certification  

Â Standardisation of plant names  
 

 

Improving seed quality and seeding  
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Quality standards & certification  
Uniformity of nomenclature  

65.000 names of trees, shrubs and perennials in 
Europe (see www.internationalplantnames.com )  

Reduction of chemical crop protection  

Â Legislation  
¸Many agents banned  

¸Number of available chemical agents strongly 
decreased  
 

ÂManagement strategies based on  
¸Prevention  

¸Non -chemical control  

¸Computer based warning and advise systems  

¸Reduction of release to environment  
ÅSpraying equipment  

ÅTiming: warning systems  

ÅInjection experiments  

Injection techniques  
(Reduction of chemical release)  

Use of Tagetus  
(Non -chemical control of nematodes)  

Use of ground cover crops  
Non chemical control of weeds  

http://www.internationalplantnames.com/

