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Abstract 

Farmers at Chorie, North Wollo, are smallholders engaged in a mixed crop-livestock system.  

In Ethiopia, smallholder crop-livestock farming systems produce about 90% of the total grain 

production and keep 70%  the livestock. Mixed farming systems also support two-third of 

the world population. Despite the importance of the system, the tradeoffs between food 

and feed productions are major constraints for system sustainability. The general objective 

of this study is to explore and analyze crop residue and manure management practices and 

their influence on farm productivity. Data on resource allocation and other socio-economic 

aspects were gathered using semi-structured questionnaire. Current biomass production, N 

content and digestibility of crop residues (teff straw  and different parts of sorghum stover) 

and soil nutrient status of the area were studied from fields of sixteen farmers. Yield data 

were collected at normal harvesting period of the main cropping season by taking samples 

using quadrants of sizes 0.25m2 for teff and 1m2 for sorghum. Soil samples were performed 

using Edelman auger from the top 0-30 cm depth. Different varieties of teff and sorghum 

were sampled. Accordingly, from teff varieties, Sikuar magna  produces higher grain 

(P=0.001) and both Sikuar magna and Abat magna produce higher straw (P=0.000) yields. 

However, Tikurie showed higher straw digestibility than Abat magna(P=0.040). From 

sorghum varieties, Jigurtie produces higher grain yield (P=0.000) whereas Abola produces 

higher stover yield (P=0.000). In N content, significant differences were observed at leaf 

sheath (P=0.023), middle and lower stem parts (P=0.014; 0.036 respectively); whereas, in 

digestibility, differences are only at lower stem parts (P =0.029). High percentage of maize 

and sorghum grains are used for home  consumption but teff grain is used for sale. About 

90% of teff straw, 74% sorghum and 81% of maize stovers are used for livestock feed as 

stubble grazing and stall feeding. Allocation of sorghum stover for fuel is high next to 

livestock feed. Manure sharing is about 46% and 28% for fuel and for fertilizer respectively; 

the remaining is left un-used. Nutrient contents and physical structures of arable plots are 

declining. To reverse this situation, farmers should retain about 70% of crop residues in the 

field; but retention should ensure incorporation into the soil. Scarcities of feed, fire wood, 

labor;  gender of a household head and open access to crop residues are influencing factors 

for making decisions. Therefore, the study area needs strong interventions to: a) increase 

biomass production to satisfy the competing uses of crop residues, b) improve manure 

usage as fertilizer, c) enhance soil and water conservation practices, d) diversify alternative 

livestock feeds and energy sources, and e) introduce legal support for crop residues 

property right and for land renting/sharing agreements. 

 Key words: crop residue; feed; livestock; manure; soil fertility; farm type; main crop plots  
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Chapter 1. Introduction 

1.1 Background information 

Farmers at Chorie, North Wollo, are smallholders engaged in a mixed crop-livestock system. 

Small holder crop-livestock systems are dominant in Ethiopia. In the country, these systems 

produce about 90% of the total grain production (Anderson, 1987; Jagtap and Amissah, 

1999) and keep about 70% of the livestock (Shitahun, 2009). One can see the potential of 

this smallholder crop-livestock integrated farming to provide food and feed to peopleǎΩ 

livelihood in the country. The systems also play significant role in other parts of the 

developing world. According to Herrero et al. (2010), mixed crop-livestock farming systems 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ м ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇƻƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΤ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǿƻ-third (2/3) of the global 

population live in small holder crop-livestock systems.  

Crop-livestock integrated farming is complex and dynamic with many interacting biophysical 

resources (Mark et al., 2009) and socio-economic factors.  Productivity and sustainability of 

a system depends on appropriate decisions on resource allocations on to the different 

sectors and efficient use of available resources. Key resources that can form constraints for 

crop-livestock systems include land, livestock, feed, labor, soil nutrients, cash and market 

(Giller et al., 2006; 2009). Decisions on these resources are influenced by a number of 

factors such as rainfall, tenure security, household endowments (Di Falco et al., 2010), 

gender, as well as short term and long term needs of households. Since the most 

responsible person to make decision is the head of the household, gender of the head of the 

household is an important factor for resource allocation. 

In the study area, Chorie, there are households headed by different genders (male or 

female). Males are the dominant decision makers on land management activities, selection 

of crop varieties, management of crop residues and livestock activities. Females in male 

headed households do not make decision independently; sometimes they decide jointly 

with their husband. Female headed households depend on decisions of family members 

(son/daughter if available) or land tillers/shareholders. When female headed households 

rent out their crop land, the renter do not worry about fertility management of rented plots 

aiming at short-term benefits.  Likewise, lands given for share are managed after all land 

activities are performed for the private plots so that there is a delay in the timing of land 

preparation, weeding and harvesting activities for the shared plots. Delayed land activities 

also influence the type of crop to be planted which determines the yield at the end. As a 

result of these, productivity and sustainability of rented/shared plots is at risk.  

Different varieties of teff (Eragrostis teff), sorghum (Sorghu bicolor L. Moench) and maize 

(Zea mays L.)  are grown in the area. The availability of alternative varieties increases 

ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΣ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ (di Falco et al., 2010). 

For example, farmers at Chorie village, plant Bunign (early maturing teff variety) if they 

expect food shortage at September and October. Otherwise, they plant market demanded 
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ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ άSikuar magnaέΦ Variety selection for sorghum depends on rain fall. High yielding 

varieties (Abola and Jigurtie) require longer periods to mature. They can be planted if there 

is sufficient rain in April and May. The low yielding but early maturing variety Wedhakir is 

used as an alternative if there is failure of rain in these months. Mostly, teff grain is used for 

sale whereas, sorghum and maize grains are used for home consumption. Residues from 

both teff, sorghum and maize crops are mainly used for livestock feed. Moreover, sorghum 

stover is also used as energy source for cooking in the house. 

In the northern part of Ethiopia, where there is pasture land, 45% of livestock feed is 

derived from crop residues (Berhanu et al., 2002). However, in areas where there is limited 

pasture land, crop residues account over 90% of total livestock feed including stubble 

grazing and stall feeding (de Leeuw, 1997). Farmers at Chorie, have no pasture or grass land 

for their livestock year round feed supply. Their pasture area is common reserve for 

selective grazing (high value livestock like a milking cow or an ox) at severe feed shortage in 

the rainy season (in the period when farmers have exhausted the stored straw/stover and 

green fodders are not ready yet to fill the gap). Hence, crop residues form the single most 

important feed source for farmers in the area. Crop residues are also highly demanded 

livestock feed in other parts of the developing world, especially in semi-arid zones (Latham, 

1997; Adrian, 1997; Powell and Williams, 1993).  

At Chorie, farmers cut the residues close to soil surface during crop harvesting, separate the 

grain by threshing, transport it to homestead and store for later use. The part of crop 

residue left in the field is subject to repeated grazing during the prolonged dry season 

(November to June; but livestock get sufficient amount of feed by grazing on crop residues 

only up to February). The main reason for using crop residues for livestock feed is because 

of the limited availability of range land and the existing livestock types. Farmers at Chorie 

keep cattle, sheep, goat, camel and donkey; sometimes farmers own composition of two or 

three livestock types but most of the time they have only one type. Few farmers own small 

ruminants such as sheep and goat, and pack animals such as camel and donkey.  Sheep and 

goat normally obtain their feed from grazing on pasture lands throughout the year. The 

decreased number of these animals could be due to shrinkage of pasture lands as a factor of 

increasing land cultivation due to human population increase. 

The dominant livestock owned by farmers at the study area is local bread cattle (Raya 

breed). According to Rufino (2008), cattle are also the main livestock type in other African 

smallholder crop-livestock systems. Cattle have the ability to digest low quality feeds and 

roughages (Williams et al., 1997).  They graze stubble in the field after main crop harvesting 

and also feed in stall the stored residues (mainly in the months March to August with 

increasing order). 
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This research is part of the SLP-ILRI (System wide Livestock Program- International Livestock 

Research InstituǘŜύ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άhǇǘƛƳƛȊƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

benefits from crop residues in smallholder crop-livestock systems in sub-Saharan Africa and 

{ƻǳǘƘ !ǎƛŀΥ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎέΦ Lƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ conducts research at South Africa, 

West Africa and East Africa. Kenya and Ethiopia are the East Africa countries for the project. 

In Ethiopia there are two sites: Nekemte (western Ethiopia) and Kobo (North-Eastern 

Ethiopia); at each site eight villages are selected. This thesis explores farming system at 

Chorie village, one of the eight selected villages at Kobo site. The village is one of the two 

near-near (near to market- near to road access) villages. In the village, farmers settled on 

higher slopes following the contour of the mountain. Their main arable plots are far from 

home. Majority of the farmers own less than 1.5 ha of land.  

In the study area, farmers depend on crop residues for their livestock feed through direct 

grazing in the field  and in stall after livestock clear stubbles and when crop lands are 

planted. However, they do not apply soil fertility inputs such as manure or chemical fertilizer 

to the main arable plots. In crop-livestock farming, nutrient cycling of crop residues in to 

manure (Harris 2002; Zingore et al., 2007a; Samaddar, 2008) governs system sustainability 

but farmers in the study area do not  sufficiently use manure for soils while they total 

depend on crop residue for their livestock feed. Furthermore,  they use sorghum stover as 

energy source for cooking.  This practice without soil amendment strategies resulted in 

severe soil fertility degradation. This report presents investigation of current biomass 

production and crop residue and manure management practices of farmers at Chorie 

village, North Wollo, Ethiopia. Furthermore, it describes factors that are influencing ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ 

decisions, and indicates the long-term impacts of current practices on soil fertility and land 

productivity status. 

1.2 Research questions 

1. How important are crop residues and manure for farm productivity in smallholder 

crop-livestock system? 

2. What is the current crop residue and manure management practice of farmers at 

Chorie village? Are there differences among farm types or not? 

3. ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎe allocation?  

4. How important is the influence of current crop residue and manure management 

practices on future land productivity? 

1.3 Objectives 

General objective:- the general objective of this research is to explore and analyze how crop 

residues and manure management practices influence farm productivity in smallholder 

crop-livestock farming systems. 
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Specific objectives:-the specific objectives of this research are: 

¶ To review literatures on the role of crop residues and manure in a mixed farming 

system 

¶ To characterize the farming system (crops and livestock) of Chorie village 

¶ To quantify biomass production, analyze N content and digestibility of crop residues 

¶ ¢ƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

influencing factors for decision makings 

¶ To assess long-term impact of crop residues and manure management practices on 

land productivity 

  



5 
 

Chapter 2. Literature review 

2.1 Role of  crop residues as livestock feed  

According to Zingore et al. (2007a), livestock have multiple functions in the economy of 

smallholder farms in sub-Saharan Africa. To mention few of the benefits, they are major 

capital investment, play significant role in food security through products such as milk and 

meat; they provide labor for land cultivation and threshing, and they add nutrients to soils 

through manure (Tangka et al., 2000; Herrero et al., 2010). Furthermore, livestock play 

significant role in recycling nutrients from pasture lands and grazing stubbles to arable plots. 

The economic and social values of livestock ensure their importance in the mixed 

production system. However, feed shortage due to land use changes from grazing/pasture 

lands to crop lands caused by population growth (Anderson, 1987; Berhanu et al, 2002; 

Harris, 2002; Ebanyat et al., 2010) limits the number and type of livestock. The problem 

forced farmers to shift their feeding strategy from pasture/range source to crop residues.   

Crop residues are considered as by-products in crop production activities but they are vital 

source of livestock feed in the mixed crop-livestock system (Williams et al., 1997). Crops 

provide residues (straws/stover) and un-marketable surpluses to feed livestock. This role 

may not be significant in places where there is range land that livestock can get considerable 

amount of feed. However, since crop-livestock farming system is historically created due to 

increased human populations (Harris, 2002), in the process, range lands are converted to 

crop lands; and thus, major feed sources for livestock are becoming crop by-products such 

as the residues.  Livestock, especially large ruminants, convert these materials into high 

value products: milk and meat for human consumption and dung/manure which can be 

returned back to the soil. Nevertheless, over use of crop residues for livestock feed could 

result in declining productivity of the farm due to extreme nutrient export from arable plots. 

Strategies to ensure sustainable productivity of mixed crop-livestock systems should focus 

on balancing the flow of nutrients between the crop and livestock sectors (Tittonell et al., 

2008; Benjamin et al., 2010).  This can be done by efficient use of manure for soil fertility 

management, substantial amount of crop residue retention in the field and additional inputs 

from outside of the field to replenish nutrients that are lost in the process. Maintaining soil 

fertility guarantees good crop biomass production and sustainable crop residues supply for 

livestock; hence sustaining the nutrient flow.  

2.2 Crop residue allocation and trade-offs  

Poor soil organic matter content and limited nutrient availability to crops are key problems 

to low agricultural productivity of sub-Saharan Africa (Schlecht and Hiernaux, 2004).  The 

physical, chemical and biological properties of soils can be improved through addition of 

organic materials (Waswa et al., 2007).  The level of organic matter or carbon in agricultural 

soils depends on additions from crop residues and manure, and losses from erosion and 
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decomposition (Beauchamp and Voroney, 1994). Benjamin et al. (2010) identified that crops 

that produce more residues have greater potential for increasing soil organic carbon than 

crops which produce low crop residues. The finding is in line with Tittonell et al. (2008). 

According to their report carbon supply to soils is a factor of biomass yields, harvest index 

and the proportion of feed carbon retained in the manure. In crop-livestock mixed system 

where there is high percentage of crop residue allocation for feed, soil C maintenance is 

only from manure and root-C inputs.  

Besides livestock feed and other uses like construction materials and energy supply, crop 

residues are extremely important to soils to improve its chemical and physical 

characteristics. They enhance soil structure, reduce soil erosion and improve water 

availability to plants (Latham, 1997; Tittonell et al., 2008). The work done by Hartkamp et al. 

(2004) in Mexico revealed that retention of small amount of crop residues (1.5t ha-1) 

doubled maize yield even at low rain fall areas.  The result shows 40% increase in soil water 

content whereas 50% and 80% decrease in surface and soil particles run off respectively.  

Crop residues are also nutrient sources for soil fertility improvement. Crop residues 

represent about half of the nutrients exported through the main commodity production 

(Unger 1990, cited in Latham, 1997). Therefore, substantial amounts of crop residue 

retention increase soil fertility. The effect is high when combined with other nutrient 

sources like manure or inorganic fertilizer (Aggarwal et al., 1997). Addition of crop residues 

and farm yard manure improved N and P availability, soil water availability, soil organic 

matter content and enzyme activity compared to no residue treatments. Furthermore, their 

study showed higher mineral fertilizer use efficiency for crop residue applied plots. This soil 

fertility enhancement increased grain and straw yields.  

The research done by Tittonell et al. (2008) also confirmed the importance of crop residues 

to increase fertilizer use efficiency in soil nutrient restoration activities. Application of basal 

fertilizer rate maintained initial soil C content on fertile fields where 70% of crop residues 

were retained. This was not possible on fields where 10% of crop residues were maintained. 

From these findings, one can appreciate the role of crop residues in sustaining soil fertility 

and productivity. However, Aggarwal et al. (1997) reported that the benefit from crop 

residues and manure in tropical regions may not be as evident as for temperate regions 

because of rapid oxidation in the area. Yet, crop residues are basic components of a number 

of agronomic technologies. 

Effective soil and water conservation practices are possible when crop residues are 

adequately available (Unger et al., 1991; 1997). In dry land areas moisture and soil 

characteristics are major production limiting factors. Since crop residues have the potential 

to reduce soil degradation and improve water infiltration, they can be used as a strategic 

intervention to improve land productivity through effective soil and water conservation 

practices. Thus, crop residue allocation for livestock feed and for soil fertility measures are 



7 
 

key management aspects to avoid negative trade-offs between the livestock and crop 

sectors in crop-livestock systems.  

There are different ways of balancing the trade-offs. Unger et al. (1997) suggested 

alternative crop residue management practices such as: 1) selective residue removal, 2) 

substituting crop residues to animal feed by high quality forages, 3) practicing alley cropping 

of nitrogen fixing plants at field margins/hedges, 4) more effective use of waste lands,  5) 

improving the balance between feed supplies and animal populations, and 6) using 

alternative fuel sources. These alternatives require inter-disciplinary and integrated 

approaches based on realities existing under local circumstances. The extent of feed 

shortage and or seasonal biomass production determines degree of selective residue 

removal from fields. Technology availability, accessibility, land size and tenure system may 

be the frontier bottlenecks to substitute crop residues with high quality livestock feed and 

so on. However, the farming system cannot be sustainable unless farmers are determinant 

to allocate appropriate amount of crop residues and manure and other fertilizers to improve 

the fertility of their soils (Benjamin et al., 2010). 

Therefore, exhausting local resources and synthesizing situations from different point of 

views are needed to design the best appropriate technological combinations to improve 

allocation of crop residues for various needs. Single technology may not solve crop residue 

trade-offs; equally important is the fit of technologies to farming system (Rufino, 2008). 

2.3 Method of crop residue application/rete ntion 

Different views are reported on the method of crop residue retention practices: direct 

application on the soil (Samaddar et al., 2008) and application after composting (Abegaz et 

al., 2007).  Abegaz et al. (2007) argue that the  C:N ratio of crop residues is high and direct 

application can result in negative effect on soil productivity due to N immobilization during 

the process of decomposition. However, composting requires labor for collecting, 

preparation of peats and re-distribution. It is unlike that composts will be evenly distributed 

throughout crop fields as the practice of farmers is evident in manure application (Zingore 

et al., 2007b). Hence, composting crop residues and re-distribution may result in nutrient 

gradients such that more nutrients near to compost peats and less nutrients to marginal 

fields. On the other hand crop residue retention alone may not ensure soil organic matter 

supply because; in some places they might be exposed to wind erosion, communal grazing 

and or free collection for fuel in addition to N immobilization.  This needs a practice that 

ensures even distribution and proper incorporation of crop residues in the soil.   

One way to do this may be burring crop residues by early tillage. In Ethiopian farming, tillage 

operation is done   mostly after crop residues are cleared from arable plots and when rainy 

months are approaching with the objective to increase water infiltration and storage 

through trapping run off and reducing evaporation (Temesgen et al., 2008). In the study 

area there is no tillage schedule to incorporate residues in to the soil. Having many research 
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findings on the role of crop residue retention in improving soil nutrients and physical 

characteristics, can residue retention alone ensure their availability as an organic input to 

the soil? To what extent are retained residues incorporated in to the soil?  

Zeleke et al. (2004) reported that incorporation of crop residues by tillage operation 

improved rain water use efficiency and soil tilth. Since crop residues are vulnerable for free 

grazing and collection to fuel, at Chorie, tillage need to be scheduled as early as possible 

before they disappear from the farm. Early tillage operation following crop harvest may trap 

residues at the place where they are produced. The practice could give more benefit to 

farmers that have few or no livestock than those who have more livestock. Since nutrients 

are freely exported from poor farmers and accumulated to rich farmers who own more 

livestock through free grazing, farmers who have no or few livestock are the losers in the 

system. Hence, early tillage practice may give guarantee to poor farmers (who are unable to 

buy fertilizer and do not have access to manure) to return nutrients back to their soil. Early 

tillage also allows incorporation of weeds and grasses while they are relatively green which 

probably have better benefit than their effect after drying. It becomes apparent that early 

tillage still have negative trade-offs for livestock feed from stubble grazing. However, it may 

also influence farmers to limit the number of livestock to available resources and avoid over 

exploitation of nutrients and environment degradation as a factor of competition for 

communal resources. 

2.4 Effect of manure management strategies to whole farm nutrient flow 

Cycling of biomass through livestock excreta is an important linkage between livestock and 

soil productivity (Powel and Williams, 1993; Rufino, 2008) in crop-livestock mixed farming 

system. Manure is a corner stone to improve the chemical and physical characteristics of 

soils in smallholder crop-livestock integrated systems (Harris, 2002). Manure can improve 

soil pH, cation exchange capacity, water holding capacity, and soil structure. Nutrients from 

manure are released slowly over the growing season and have residual effect to the next 

crop. Studies reveal that farmers in sub-Saharan Africa have the knowledge about the role 

of manure in supplying nutrients to soils and improving its fertility, but they lack sufficient 

quantity to cover all of their plots and labor to distribute over fields. Manure production can 

be increased by increasing herd size, but this is not possible for the current smallholder 

farmers because of droughts (Zingore et al., 2007a) and feed shortage due to range land 

shrinkage (Ebanyat et al., 2010). Manure application is therefore concentrated around 

homesteads as a result of small quantity to cover all plots and labor constraints for 

distribution.  

Farmers in the study area do not apply manure to their main arable plots. This could be 

influenced by their settlement location which creates inconveniencies to transport manure 

and lack of knowledge regarding manure management and uses. Villagers live following a 

raised mountain belt far from their main crop plots. Previous studies reported that farmers 
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apply more manure and other organic inputs on close to home plots than on distant plots  

(Zingore, 2006; Zingore et al., 2007a; b; Bationo et al., 2007; Okumu et al., 2011). As a result 

of this preferential land management, soil fertility decline was observed as plots are more 

distant from the homesteads. However, it is not only the physical distribution of manure 

that matters, but also low quality in its nutrient content can create low effect in improving 

soil fertility.  

Manure storage and handling practice of smallholder farmers of sub-Saharan Africa is poor; 

conditions that allow excessive aeration have high potential for ammonia loss (Powell and 

Williams, 1993; Nzuma et al., 1997; Rufino, 2008). These researchers suggest developing 

manure management options to minimize nutrient losses and enhance manure quality. 

Rufino (2008) showed considerable reduction in manure mass and N losses by covering the 

manure heap with polythene film. Farmers can use locally available covering materials or 

shades to improve manure storage conditions. Farmers may be discouraged by their manure 

application practice because of the weak effect of local manure in restoring the productivity 

of degraded soils. However, combination of poor quality manure with small amount of 

mineral fertilizer may give attractive response in the short term and more balanced build-up 

of soil C and nutrient stock in the long term (Tittonell et al., 2008; Giller et al., 2011).  
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Chapter 3.  Methodology 

3.1 Study area selection 

The study area, Chorie, is selected by SLP-ILRI. The village is among the eight villages for the 

project work at Kobo site. Parameters to select villages were access to market and access to 

road. Accordingly, the project selected two villages near-near, two villages near-far, two 

villages far-near and two villages far-far (from market and road). Chorie village is 

geographically located at 120млΩртΦлΩΩ borth latitude, 390офΩсрΦфΩΩ 9ast longitude (Fig. 1) and 

1460 masl altitude; can be reached after driving 588 km from Addis to Kobo (north east of 

Addis Ababa) and additional 3 km drive towards the east departing from Kobo.  

Annual averages of rain fall and temperature for the area are 82.7mm and 27 0C respectively 

(Tsegaye, personal communication). The dominant soil for the main crop plots is black 

vertisol. There are no trees or shrubs around crop lands but different Acacia spices are 

found around homesteads. Total human population of the village is about 515 in 103 

households. The main crops grown in the area are teff, sorghum and maize. Farmers are 

totally dependent on rain fall for their farm activities (Annex 1). 

 

 

Fig. 1. Geographical location of Chorie, North Wollo, Ethiopia. 

3.2 Farmer selection 

Farmers were selected based on their wealth status using herd and land size as a main 

parameter for wealth classification. Cattle are the most important wealth indicator in sub-

Saharan Africa (Zingore et al., 2007a); other important asset is land. Farmers that have 

relatively Fewer livestock and Smaller land size are grouped under farm type FS; those with 

Fewer livestock and Larger land size in  farm type FL; those with  More livestock and Smaller 

land size in farm type MS; and those with More livestock and Larger land size in farm type 

ML (Fig. 2). There were five female headed and eleven male headed households.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ethiopia_Topography.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ethiopia_Topography.png
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3.3 Plant sampling and analysis 

{ƛƴŎŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŎǊƻǇǎ ōȅ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎΣ ǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Ǌƻǿǎ ǿŀǎ not possible. To 

sample a defined area for later conversion in to hectares, quadrants were used for teff and 

sorghum crops.  For teff crop 0.5m x 0.5m (0.25m2) quadrant was used whereas for 

sorghum 1m x 1m (1m2) quadrant was used (Njie and Reed, 1995).  

Teff sample was collected by throwing the quadrant randomly by walking a certain distance 

diagonally in the field. Walking distance was estimated by observing the dimension of the 

field and five samples per plot were collected. Fresh weight for total biomass was measured 

at spot using field balance (spring salter). Dry weights were measured at Kobo agricultural 

research sub-center after drying them under the sun.  

¢ƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǉǳŀŘǊŀƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƻǊƎƘǳƳ ŎǊƻǇ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΩǎ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΦ 

Instead, one side open quadrant was prepared to insert it from the side. After inserting the 

quadrant, the open side was closed by the same sized moveable piece to ensure accurate 

sample area. Protecting knots are welded on tip of the two sides of the quadrant after 1 m 

length so that the closing side cannot move beyond the limit. Five representative samples 

per plot were collected by walking a certain distance diagonally within the crop. Total 

biomasses was split in to head, leaf blade, leaf sheath, stem  and fresh weights for these 

different parts  were measured on spot (Njie and Reed, 1995). After taking fresh weights, 

samples of similar parts were bulked per plot and sub-samples were taken for further 

measurements and analysis. Sub-samples of stover and grain yields were measured at Kobo 

agricultural research sub-center laboratory after threshing grains and drying stovers under 

the sun. The weight of threshed panicle was added to stover weight to evaluate grain and 

stover productivity of sorghum varieties.  

Chemical analysis for the residues and grains of both crops were done at ILRI laboratories. 

Grinding samples and scanning using NIRS (Near Infrared Reflectance Spectroscopy) was 
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Fig. 2. Average herd and land sizes owned by different farm types. 
 FS= few livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; MS=more 
livestock/small land and ML=more livestock/large land. 
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done at ILRI-Addis, Ethiopia; and NIRS results were sent to India for estimation of nutrient 

ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŎŀƭƛōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΦ άbLw{ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ōȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

standards committees to carry out many constituents of various tissues of many plants [...] 

ώƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎϐ ƎǊŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛōŜǊǎέ ό.ŀǘǘŜƴΣ мффуύΦ  {ŀƳǇƭes were crushed to pass 1 mm sieve 

(Njie and Reed, 1995), dried overnight at a temperature of 600C and filled in caps for 

scanning by the NIRS  machine.  

NIRS results for teff and sorghum residues are estimated using mixed feed global calibration 

model, teff grains (seed and flour) are predicted using  millet grain and flour calibration 

model, and sorghum grain (flour) is predicted using millet flour 195 calibration model (Jean, 

personal communication). 

3.4 Soil sampling and analysis 

Soil samples were taken from all plots owned by the four farm types. The type of crop 

grown on a plot was recorded during sampling. Sampling was performed using Edelman 

auger from top 0-30 cm depth. Representative samples were taken from 3-5 points per plot 

depending on the size and uniformity of plots.  The collected samples were submitted to the 

laboratory of national soil testing center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia for pH, SOC, N, P and K 

analysis.  

3.5 Model initialization and scenario analysis 

Long-term impact of the current crop residues and manure management practices on land 

productivity and soil carbon stock is simulated using FIELD (Field scale resource Interactions, 

use Efficiencies and Long term soil fertility Development), the CROPSIM (Crop production 

SIMulator), in the AfricaNUANCES (Nutrient Use in Animal and Crop systems-Efficiencies and 

Scales) framework. The model was parameterized for maize and extensively used in Kenya 

and Zimbabwe. It was adapted to predict sorghum and pearl millet grain yields in Mali 

(Dagnachew, 2008; Fig.3).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 3. Fitness of the Model FIELD against measured and predicted yields (After Dagnachew, 2008). 
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Site, soil and crop specific parameters (Annex 2a-d) are used from Dagnachew thesis work 

to initialize the model.  After initializing the model, only rain fall and some soil parameters 

of Chorie village are used to simulate future biomass production and soil carbon status of 

the area. Parameters changed to adapt the model are seasonal rain fall (560 mm; Tsegaye, 

personal communication) and soil parameters given below. 

Table 1. Soil parameters  changed to adapt the model, FIELD. 

No. Description Remark 

1. Soil texture (%)  Values for each 
parameter are 
not given here; 
because, they 
differ as per the 
plots and farm 
types.  

Clay 
Sand 
Silt 

2. Soil organic carbon (g kg-1) 
3. Total soil N (g kg-1) 
8. CEC (cation exchange capacity) 
9. PH 

 

Three scenarios (Table 2) are simulated to see the impact of different levels of crop residue 

retention on above ground sorghum ōƛƻƳŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƛƭ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŦƻǊ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ 

settlement location created considerable distance between main crop plots and homes; 

because of this reason, manure application is not feasible for the time being; hence, no 

scenario test is performed considering manure as soil amendment strategy.  Besides, data 

on quantity and quality of manure were not collected as per the model requirement. 

Table 2. Different scenarios used to simulate above ground biomass 

production and soil carbon stock for the next 10 years. 

 

1
. Fraction of residue removal.  

3.6 Socio-economic data collection 

Socio economic data (age, gender, literacy level, land and herd characteristics, crops and 

area coverage, food self-sufficiency, resource allocation, decision making processes and 

limiting factors) were collected by interviewing selected farmers(N=16) using semi-

structured questionnaire (Annex 3).  Literacy level was determined by the number of study 

years (formal or informal education system; 1 year =1 grade level). Land is quantified using 

ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǳƴƛǘ άtimdέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ǇƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ƻȄŜƴΤ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƻ 

hectare (4 timds =1 ha). Type and number   of livestock owned by each farmer is converted 

to TLU (Tropical Livestock Units).  Exploration of crop types and their area coverage was 

done by constructing a resource flow map for each farmer during the interview. Resource 

allocations such as grain, crop residue and manure were quantified using the five fingers of 

Scenario FRREM1 

1 1 

2 0.7 

3 0.3 
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a hand to make easy for farmers to estimate the proportion of their allocation; then values 

were converted to percentages. Stall feeding of crop residues was estimated from the 

amounts farmers gave to their livestock each day in each month of the year and converting 

it to kilo grams and finally to percentage (ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ 1 ekif crop 

ǊŜǎƛŘǳŜ Ғ рkg).    

3.7 Data analysis and presentation of results 

Socio-economic data are analyzed using Excel. Straw/stover and grain yields as well as 

nutrient contents of these plant parts were analyzed using Excel and SPSS version 16 

statistical software. Statistical differences between varieties and parts of a crop were 

determined using Analysis of Variance (one way ANOVA procedure). Mean separations were 

ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜŘ   ǳǎƛƴƎ [{5 ŀƴŘ 5ǳƴŎŀƴǎΩ ƘƻƳƻƎŜƴŜƛǘȅ ǘŜǎǘ ŀǘ ʰҐ лΦлм ŀƴŘ лΦлрΦ a!¢[!. όa!¢ǊƛȄ 

LaBoratory [a numerical computing environment and fourth-generation programming 

language]) is used to run the simulation. 

Results are presented in figures and tables with supportive explanation. Pictures taken at 

the field during sampling are also used to illustrate some of the existing practices.   
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Chapter 4. Results 

4.1 Characterization of farming system 

4.1.1 Herd characteristics 

Total herd sizes in TLU (Tropical Livestock Units) for FS and FL farm types are smaller than 

MS and ML farm types (Fig. 4A). The higher share of livestock composition in all farm types 

is local breed (Raya breed) cattle (Fig. 4B). Farm type ML has more number of cattle 

followed by farm type MS. However, there is variability in the type of livestock holding 

among individual farm types. In addition to cattle, FS owns a few numbers of goats, FL owns 

donkey, MS owns sheep, goats and camels, and ML owns camel and donkey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the village there is no range land for livestock to obtain their feed from grazing or 

browsing. This could have limited the number of sheep and goats in the system. During the 

long dry season, livestock are left for free grazing on stubble from crop lands; in the rainy 

season, arable plots are covered with crops; hence, feeding  livestock targets on stored crop 

residues (straw/stover) which large ruminants can utilize better than the small ruminants. 

Furthermore, cattle are used for labor during land preparation and threshing, milk and meat 

production, saving and prestige. These purposes of cattle could have attracted farmers to 

have them in their farming system rather than other livestock types.  

4.1.2 Land holding 

The land holding of each farmer is assumed to be equal in size during the land distribution. 

However, youths who were not given land during the time of land distribution currently 

possess land in different ways: given from relatives, renting and sharing from other farmers. 

There is also land splitting to children when a farmer dies. These and similar socio-economic 

and socio-cultural circumstances create large variability in land holding in the village. 

 

Fig. 4. Total herd size in TLU (A) and livestock type in average number (B) for the different farm 

types. FS= few livestock/ small land; FL= few livestock/ large land; MS=more livestock/small land 

and ML=more livestock/large land. TLU= Tropical Livestock Unit. 

A 
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Average land holding of the 4 farm types ranges from about 1.5 in FS to about 4 hectares in 

ML (Fig.5).  

 

4.1.3 Gender of the household head 

From the sixteen farmers selected for the study, there are five female headed households 

and eleven male headed households. Three of the five female headed households are in the 

FS (Fewer livestock/ Smaller land) farm type and two of them are in the FL (Fewer livestock/ 

Larger land) and MS (More livestock/ Smaller land) farm types. There is no female headed 

household in the ML (More livestock/ Larger land) farm type (Fig.6).   

 

In FS farm type two females in the age of 66 each and in FL farm type one female in the age 

of 45 missed their husband due to death where as one female in FS farm type who is in the 

age of 25 and one female in MS farm type who is in the age of 28 are divorced. One of the 

two aged females from FS and the one in the FL farm types have children to manage their 

farm activities but the other old female in FS farm type has no children or close relative who 

can support her; so that she totally rent out her land and has no livestock. Both aged 
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Fig.5. Average land holding of  different farm types. FS= few 
livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; MS=more 
livestock/small land and ML=more livestock/large land. 
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females do not have the chance of marrying again due to various social and biological 

constraints to manage their farm by themselves. Most likely they continue being dependent 

on the decision of family and land tiller.  

The two younger females in FS and MS farm types try to manage their farm partly by 

themselves; still they rent out part of it. The one in the FS group has no livestock. She gets 

little support from her ex-husband. He sent little money from Saudi-Arabia to raise their 

children born before divorce. 

4.1.4 Household head literacy level   

Literacy level of household heads and leading female for all farm types is very low (Fig.7). 

There is no family head for FS farm type that can at least read and write. In FL farm type, the 

household head has better literacy level than the leading female whereas the reverse is true 

for MS farm type.   However, household heads and leading females in MS farm type have 

better education level than in the other farm types. In ML farm type only the leading female 

can read and write. These could be due to age effects. Farmers in MS farm type are younger 

whereas farmers in ML farm type are older than farmers in other farm types (Fig. 8). 

Currently a new elementary school is established close to the village. Many children from 

the village have started their education. Hopefully, this will increase literacy level of the 

future generation living in the village. 

 

4.1.5 Age characteristics 

The age of farmers selected for the study is between25 and 70 years. The mean value of 

their age distribution is 32 years for MS and 56 years for ML farm types. Others are between 

the values. Some farmers in the FS and FL farm types are new comers; however, on average, 

they lived over 30 years in the village.  Farmers in MS and ML farm types lived all of their 

ages in the village (Fig. 8).  
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Fig.7. Literacy level of household heads and leading females in different 
farm types. FS= few livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; 
MS=more livestock/small land and ML=more livestock/large land. 
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Farmers in the FS farm type have less key resources available (livestock and land;Fig.2). This 

could be due to complementary effects of being newcomers, their age and gender. Farmers 

in MS farm type are younger and are born in the village; they could have been very young at 

the time of land distribution which could be the reason for receiving small pieces of land at 

the time. Farmers who lived in the village for longer times (ML farm type) seem to have 

good access to key resources. They have relatively more livestock and larger land areas.   

4.1.6 Labor availability 

The laborious crop production activities such as tillage, harvesting and transporting the 

harvest to home are done by male family members that are in the age groups between 16 

and 60 years. Females in this age group have good participation during hand weeding 

activities. Family members with ages less than 16 and greater than 60 contribute less labor 

in to such activities. Farm types FS and ML have more family members in these age groups 

(Fig. 9), indicating that labor largely influence their farm activities.  Different farm types use 

various strategies to fulfill their labor demand; some rent out their land, some hire 

temporary labor and some others employ permanent labor (Table 3).  

The major strategy followed by all farm types is hiring temporary labor at peak crop 

activities like tillage, weeding, harvesting, threshing and transporting the produce to home. 

They employ permanent labor at different level for their permanent support as well. Specific 

farm type uses strategies depending on gender, age and key resources like land and 

livestock holdings. For example, FS and MS farm types rent out land. However, the 

percentage of renting out farm is higher for FS farm type than MS farm type because FS 

farm type is dominated by female headed households (Fig. 6). FL farm type also has a 

female headed household but she does not rent out land; her children can manage it. FL and 

ML farm types own larger land  than others  (more land activities); so that their temporary 

labor utilization is higher than other farm types, MS farm type employ permanent labor 
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maybe due more livestock  holding of this farm type which demands  year round activities 

(Table 3). 

 

Major reasons for shortage of labor for FS farm type are gender, insufficient family labor 

and age in order of importance (Table 3). For FL and MS farm types the reasons are 

insufficient family labor and gender. The percentage of gender and family labor shortage 

pointed out as constraints for FS, FL and MS farm types are in accordance with gender of the 

household heads (Fig. 6). Labor shortage problem for ML farm type is due to age and to a 

lesser degree insufficient family labor availability.   

Table 3. Reasons for labor shortage and strategies used by farm types to solve the 
problem of labor shortage (Mean value; N=16). 

Farm 
type 

Reason for labor shortage 
 (% of respondents) 

Strategies used to solve labor problem 
 (% of respondents) 

age gender 
insufficient 
family labor 

Rent out/ 
share 
land 

Hire 
temporary 
labor 

Employ 
permane
nt labor 

FS 21.25 46.25 32.50 37.50 50.00 12.50 

FL  12.50 87.50 
 

93.75 6.25 

MS  12.50 87.50 12.50 62.50 25.00 

ML 50.00 
 

50.00 
 

93.75 6.25 
FS= few livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; MS=more livestock/small land and 
ML=more livestock/large land. 

4.1.7 Land preparation and fertility management 

Seed bed preparation is done by tilling the land repeatedly using an ox driven plow. 

Generally, farmers do more tillage operations for teff than for other crops; but there is 

inconsistency in the frequency of tillage (Fig. 10). Variability could be due to availability of 

oxen, labor, as well as land tenure system (owned/rent/shared). Teff plots are tilled more 

frequently than sorghum and maize plots in FL, MS and ML farm types; whereas, for 

sorghum plots, FS and FL farm types use different frequencies (higher frequency in FS,  
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Fig.9. Average number of family members  that have lower and higher labor 
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lower frequency in FL).  This variation could be due to either of the above mentioned 

reasons. 

 

All respondents (N=16) apply neither chemical nor organic fertilizer to their main crop lands. 

They apply very small amount (1-5t ha-1) of manure available in the barn (mixture of fresh 

and dry) and other organic materials like ash only to small homestead plots where they 

plant maize for early grain consumption (Fig.11A). Nevertheless, the quality of manure and 

other organic inputs is questionable. Farmers do not have structures where they store 

manure and protect N volatilization mainly due to insufficient knowledge about manure 

handling techniques. Dung dropped overnight is picked to spread on stones and dried for 

fuel. The other part remains in the open barn exposed to sun and continuous destruction by 

animal hoe (Fig. 11B). Thus, manure quality may not be sufficient enough to restore soil 

nutrients. 
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Fig.10.  Seed bed preparation for different crops  performed by farm 
types. FS= few livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; 
MS=more livestock/small land and ML=more livestock/large land. 
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Fig.11. Manure management practices: A) amount used as fertilizer for homestead plots by 
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4.1.8 Crop types and land allocation  

Major crops grown in the area are teff, sorghum and maize. Average area coverage by teff is 

larger than by sorghum and by maize in FS, FL and MS farm types.  Larger area is allocated 

to sorghum followed by teff in ML farm type. Average area coverage by sorghum is larger 

than average area coverage by maize in all farm types (Fig. 12).  

Teff is a cash crop in the area.  Land allocation for teff is relatively larger for FS and FL farm 

types than MS and ML farm types. This could be due to the low number of livestock owned 

by these farm types, which limits their ability to sell and get money for their routine 

activities. MS and ML farm types may fulfill their cash demand from selling livestock.  

 

There are different varieties of teff and sorghum used by farmers. Variety selection depends 

on a number of reasons but availability of sufficient moisture at planting time and demand 

of the variety for market and home use are the key ones. Characteristics of different 

varieties of teff and sorghum are presented in Annex 4. Figures 13 and 14 below show teff 

and sorghum varieties planted in 2010 cropping season with their relative area coverage.  
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Fig. 12.  Average land allocation by farm types for different crops. FS= few 
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4.1.9 Food self sufficiency 

Except for the FS farm type, farmers in all categories can feed themselves year round at 

average rain fall condition (Table 4). However, they are not self-sufficient at lower rain fall 

times. Various farm types have different level of resilience to drought shocks. FS and MS 

farm types can feed themselves only for about half year at drought time. Better tolerance to 

drought impact is observed in ML farm type. FS farm type is not food self-sufficient even at 

the time of average rain fall. This indicates the impact of land size for food self-sufficiency. 

Table 4. Average cereal crop self-sufficiency and number of years food 
aid received in last 10 years. 

  
Farm type 

Food self-sufficient months  Food aid received 
in last 10 years 
(# of years) 

At time of 
average RF 

 At time of 
low RF 

FS 10.50 5.50 3.00 
FL 12.00 7.50 3.50 
MS 12.00 5.75 3.25 
ML 12.00 9.00 1.00 
#= Number; FS= few livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; 
MS=more livestock/small land and ML=more livestock/large land. 

When farmers face food shortage, their immediate decision is to purchase food from local 

markets (Table 5).  Mainly, the source of money to purchase food is from selling livestock 

though the price they receive during drought periods goes down. Livestock is a saving 

strategy for almost all of the respondents who have livestock (Annex 5). Furthermore, 

livestock can be used as a guarantee to borrow food items from others.   

Farm type MS obtains more grain loans from other friends than farm type FS.  Farmers who 

could have grain at hard times seem to show less interest to lend to FS  farm type; this may 

be because of lack of trust on the ability of the borrower to pay back or fear of lower future 

product price. In any case if borrowing is the last option, FS farm types borrow in agreement 

to pay back at an expensive rate. 
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Table 5. Percentage of food remedial sources at scarcity periods. 

Farm types Purchase Subsidy  
Given by 
others Borrow * 

FS 75.00   12.50 12.50 

FL 71.25 8.75 20.00   

MS 50.00   50.00   

ML 100.00       
FS= few livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; MS=more livestock/small land and 
ML=more livestock/large land. 
* Borrow at expensive return: If they borrow 1 quintal of sorghum, the agreement could be to 

pay back 1 quintal of teff or 1.5- 2 quintals of sorghum at the next harvesting season. 

4.2 Quantity and quality of biomass production  

4.2.1 Teff biomass production 

Analysis of variance for grain and straw yields of teff varieties shows significant difference 

όtҐ лΦллм ŀƴŘ лΦлллΤ ғʰҐлΦлрύ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǾŀǊƛŜǘƛŜǎ ό¢ŀōƭŜ сύΦ 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭƻǿŜǊ 

yielders Bunign and Tikurie, and higher yielder Sikuar-magna for grain yield; and between 

lower yielders Bunign and Tikurie, and higher yielders Abat-magna and Sikuar magna for 

straw yield.  

Table 6. ANOVA Table showing significant differences  όʰ Ґ лΦлрύ in grain 

 and straw yields of different teff varieties.    

 Sum of 

squares df 

Mean 

square F Sig. 

Grain yield Between Groups 4.944 3 1.648 6.353 0.001 

Within Groups 21.011 81 0.259   

Total 25.955 84    

Straw yield Between Groups 64.227 3 21.409 12.172 0.000 

Within Groups 142.463 81 1.759   

Total 206.690 84    

 

No statistical difference is observed between Bunign and Tikurie; and Abat-magna and 

Sikuar-magna for both grain and straw yields (Table 7).  However, higher grain yield for 

Sikuar-magna and higher straw yield for Abat-magna are observed (Fig.15). 
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Table 7. Mean separation for grain and straw yields of teff varieties. 

Local names of teff 

varieties 

Grain yield 

 (t ha-1) 

Straw yield  

(t ha-1) 

Dunkcan1  Buningn 0.8344a  2.1160c  

Tikurie 1.0656a  3.2200c  

Abat-magna 1.2158a 1.2158ab  5.5122d 

Sikuar-magna  1.600b  5.1753d 

Sig.  0.089  0.6010 

 

 

Farmers were asked to estimate grain and straw yields. Analysis indicates very low 

correlation betweeƴ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ(both grain and straw yield; 

r2=0.031; r2=0.0654 respectively; Fig. 16). 

  

For straw yield, higher difference is observed between measǳǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ in 

FS farm type (Fig.17). This could be due to the influence of gender. In this farm group the 

ratio of female to male is 3: 1 (Fig.4); female head households either share/rent out their 

land or give all land management activities to their family (son/daughter if applicable; Annex 

6); so that they have less control on land activities which hinders them to adequately 
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estimate land outputs. Especially those who share their land cannot estimate quantity of 

crop residues, because shareholders take all of it. The agreement with land tiller is to share 

only grain yield. 

 

4.2.2 Sorghum biomass production 

Analysis of variance shows significant difference between sorghum varieties for grain and 

stover yields (Table 8). Higher grain yield for Jigurtie, and higher stover yield for Abola are 

observed (Table 9). However, the proportion of softer parts of the stover (leaf blade, leaf 

sheath and panicle) to stem is lower for these varieties indicating lower palatability of stover 

to feed livestock. Low yielding varieties Wedhakir and Berhan+Meko have thin stem and 

higher softer parts to stem ration (Fig.18).  All parts of the stover from these varieties are 

palatable by livestock. However the quantity of softer stover parts is still higher for the high 

yielding varieties (Fig. 19) indicating the benefit of such varieties to increase biomass 

production to satisfy different (competing) uses of residues such as for soil organic matter 

input, feed, fuel and construction materials.  

Table 8. ANOVA Table showing significant differences όʰ Ґ лΦлрύ between grain and stover yields of 

different sorghum varieties. 

 

Sum of squares df 

Mean 

square F Sig. 

Grain yield Between Groups 98.298 4 24.574 7.526 .000 

Within Groups 244.902 75 3.265   

Total 343.200 79    

Stover yield  Between Groups 3849.671 4 962.418 34.828 .000 

Within Groups 2072.484 75 27.633   

Total 5922.155 79    
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Fig. 17. Teff yields (grain and straw) estimation: measured vs. farmers' 
estimation. FS= few livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; 
MS=more livestock/small land and ML=more livestock/large land. 
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Table 9. Mean separation for grain and stover yields of sorghum varieties. 

                                                    Grain yield (t ha-1)  Stover yield (t ha-1) 

Dunkan1    Wedhakir  2.89a  Wedhakir 7.96c   

White wedhakir  3.52a 3.52ab Berhan+Meko 9.18c   

Berhan+Meko  4.12a 4.12ab White wedhakir  17.72d  

Abola  4.36a 4.36ab Jigurtie  21.35d  

Jigurtie   5.390b Abola   27.07e 

Sig.  .156 .070  .653 .184 1.000 
1Φ ¦ǎŜǎ IŀǊƳƻƴƛŎ aŜŀƴ {ŀƳǇƭŜ {ƛȊŜ Ґ тΦрмфΤ ʰҐлΦлрΦ Means followed by different letters differ 

significantly. 
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Farmers were asked to estimate sorghum yields similar to that of teff. Their estimation for 

sorghum is also lower than the measured values (Fig.20) resulted in low correlation 

between yields of mŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ(Fig.21).  

 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 

a number of reasons. Few of them may be: 

 мύ /ǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΥ  we cut the stover near the 

surface to measure the whole above ground biomass as totally as possible. However, 

farmers cut at higher position leaving between 5- 30 cm stover at the field.  

2) Inclusion of threshed panicle/head in the sample:  Threshed panicle is included in the 

measured stover yield, to split the total biomass in to grain and stover yields. However, 

farmers normally leave this part at field after they thresh and take grain yields. The threshed 

panicle is left at the threshing spot where livestock graze it over there. 
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Fig.20. Estimation of sorghum yield: measured vs. farmers' estimation.  
FS= few livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; MS=more 
livestock/small land and ML=more livestock/large land. 
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3) Unit used for estimation: CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŎŀƳŜƭ ǇŀŎƪ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 

estimation in to quintals and tons is required. Depends on the power of the camel and 

convenience of packing, one camel pack is estimated to be 0.2 to 0.4 tons.. This creates 

difficulty to adequately estimate.  

4) Attention to the resource: CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǇ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŜǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǎǘƻǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

as high as for the grain yield. They estimated grain yield better than residue yields. Reasons 

may be quite a lot and complex; whatever the case may be it seems difficult to rely on 

ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ. 

4.2.3 Nitrogen content and digestibility of teff  straw 

ANOVA shows significant difference (Table 10)between varieties in straw digestibility 

(Ivomd%; Invitro organic matter digestibility percentage). The difference is observed 

between Tikurie and two varieties (Abat-magna and Sikuar magna); with higher digestibility 

percentage in Tikurie (Table 11). In straw nitrogen content, there is no significant difference 

between teff varieties.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 10. ANOVA Table showing   significant difference in straw digestibility but  

non-signifƛŎŀƴǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ όʰ Ґ лΦлрύ ƛƴ nitrogen content for  teff varieties. 

  Sum of 

Squares df 

Mean 

Square F Sig. 

Digestibility 

(Ivomd%) 

Between Groups 23.271  3 7.757  2.900  0.040  

Within Groups 216.685  81 2.675    

Total 239.956  84    

Nitrogen content 

(%dm) 

Between Groups 0.221 3 0.074 1.072 0.366 

Within Groups 5.562 81 0.069   

Total 5.783 84    

Table 11. Mean separation for straw digestibility of 

teff varieties. 

 Local name of 

teff varieties  

Straw digestibility  

(Ivomd%) 

Duncan1 Abat magna  50.48a  

Sikuar magna  50.87a  

Bunign  51.83a 51.83ab 

Tikurie   52.66b 

Sig.  .112 .294 

1.  Uses Harmonic Mean Sample Size = 8.544. Means 

followed by different letters differ significantly 
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4.2.4 Teff grain nutrient content  

Teff grains are very small in size (Fig. 22:1a). Laboratory analysis was done for both the 

grain/seed and the flour to see if the size is enough to scan using NIRS and fit models for 

estimating values. Scanned results of grain (seeds) and flours segregated in to two different 

patterns (Fig.22:2).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Protein content is higher for the flour part than the seed whereas for all other parameters, 

the grain seed showed higher values (Fig.23). Much higher difference between seeds and 

flour parts is observed in starch content.  
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Fig. 23. Protein, fat and starch content of teff varieties before grinding (seed) and after 
grinding (flour) in %dm (percent of dry matter). 
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Fig. 22. Teff grain/seed and flour before scanning (1) and after scanning (2). Results separated 

in to two sets showing that teff seed, though very small in size, needs to be ground for 

nutrient content analysis by NIRS analysis. 

 
2. Teff grain/ seed (a) and Teff flour (b) after 

scanning.  
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4.2.5 Nitrogen content and digestibility of sorghum stover 

Statistical analysis for nitrogen content and digestibility was performed for all stover parts 

(Threshed panicle, leaf blade, leaf sheath, upper stem, middle stem and lower stem). 

ANOVA shows significant differences between sorghum varieties in nitrogen content at leaf 

sheath, middle stem and lower stem (Tables 12 and 13). At lower parts of the stem, 

sorghum varieties significantly differ both in nitrogen content and digestibility (Table 14). It 

makes sense to focus on the stem parts than on leaf sheath; because, stem part is higher in 

proportion of total biomass production (Figs 18 &20).  

Table 12. ANOVA Table showing significant difference  όʰ Ґ лΦлрύ in nitrogen content but  

non-significant difference in digestibility for leaf sheath of different sorghum varieties. 

 Sum of 

Squares df 

Mean 

Square F Sig. 

Nitrogen content (%dm) Between Groups .090 4 .022 4.368 .023 

Within Groups .056 11 .005   

Total .146 15    

Digestibility (ivomd%) Between Groups 5.263 4 1.316 .485 .747 

Within Groups 29.824 11 2.711   

Total 35.086 15    

 

Table 13. ANOVA Table showing significant differences όʰ Ґ лΦлрύ in nitrogen content but non 

-significant difference in digestibility of middle stem parts of different sorghum varieties. 

 Sum of 

Squares df 

Mean 

Square F Sig. 

Nitrogen content (%dm) Between Groups .576 4 .144 5.116 .014 

Within Groups .310 11 .028   

Total .886 15    

Digestibility (ivomd%) Between Groups 93.737 4 23.434 1.604 .242 

Within Groups 160.713 11 14.610   

Total 254.451 15    
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Table 14. ANOVA Table showing significant difference (h  Ґ лΦлрύ in nitrogen content and 

digestibility of lower stem parts of different sorghum varieties. 

  Sum of 

Squares df 

Mean 

Square F      Sig. 

Nitrogen content (%dm) Between Groups .199 4 .050 3.951 .036 

Within Groups .126 10 .013   

Total .325 14    

Digestibility (ivomd%) Between Groups 257.259 3 85.753 4.550 .029 

Within Groups 188.449 10 18.845   

Total  445.708 13    

 

Mean separation was not possible, because of limited number of entries for two varieties 

(White wedhakir and Berhan+Meko ), to see which varieties differ from the other.  However, 

results of laboratory analysis show higher nitrogen content and higher digestibility for 

Berhan+Meko variety; whereas, lower nitrogen content for Jigurtie and lower digestibility 

for White Wedhakir varieties (Table 15).  

Table 15. Nitrogen(n-dm%) content and digestibility     
of lower stem parts of different sorghum varieties. 

Variety name n-dm% ivomd% 

Jigurtie 0.34 43.18 

Abola 0.44 49.58 

White wedhakir 0.47 40.25 

Wedhakir 0.63 50.74 

Berhan+Meko 0.65 52.22 

No statistical difference was observed in digestibility at threshed panicle, leaf blade, leaf 

sheath, upper stem and middle stem for different sorghum varieties. Therefore, varieties 

that produce higher biomass may be options to balance competing use of crop residues 

such as for livestock feed, fuel and soil organic input. For Jigurtie (high biomass producing 

variety), leaf sheath and all stem parts (upper, middle and lower) are statistically similar in 

nitrogen content; only threshed panicle and leaf blade show significant difference from the 

above mentioned parts (Table 16). However, they are small portions of total plant biomass 

(Fig. 18).  
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Table 16. Nitrogen content  in %dm (percent of dry 

mater) of different stover part for Jigurtie variety. 

 Stover parts N-content (%dm) 

Duncan1 Middle stem 0.33a  

Leaf sheath 0.33a  

Lower stem 0.34a  

Upper stem 0.40a  

Leaf blade  0.61b 

Threshed panicle  0.62b 

Sig. 0.309 0.859 
1. Uses Harmonic Mean Sample Size = 5.000.  

Means followed by different letters differ significantly 

For digestibility analysis, ANOVA shows significant differences between lower stem and 

other parts (middle stem, upper stem, leaf sheath; and leaf blade, threshed panicle), and 

between leaf blade, threshed panicle and the other parts with higher percentage of 

digestibility in leaf bland and threshed panicle.  Leaf sheath, upper and middle stems are 

observed to be statistically the same for digestibility (Table. 17).  

Table 17. Digestibility (Invomd% [invitro organic matter digestibility 

percentage]) of Jigurtie stover parts. 

 Stover parts of 

Jigurtie Digestibility (Invomd%) 

Duncan1 Lower stem 43.182a   

Middle stem  47.050b  

Upper stem  49.256b  

Leaf sheath  49.366b  

Leaf blade   53.418c 

Threshed panicle   55.142c 

Sig.   1.000              .224                 .336 
1. Uses Harmonic Mean Sample Size = 5.000.  

Means followed by different letters differ significantly. 

4.2.6 Sorghum grain nutrient content 

Grains of sorghum varieties show differences in their nutrient contents (Fig. 24). Generally 

late maturing varieties, Jigurtie and Abola, have higher starch content than early maturing 

Wedhakir varieties. Conversely,  these early maturing varieties show higher protein content 

than late maturing varieties. However, sample size limited statistical analysis to see whether 

the differences are significant enough or not. Both varieties show similar percentage of 

fat content. 



35 
 

 

4.3 Resource allocation 

4.3.1 Grain allocation 

There is higher difference between grains allocated to home consumption and to market for 

sorghum and maize crops in all farm types. Higher percentage of sorghum and maize grains 

are used for home consumption  while higher percentage of teff is allocated for sale except 

in FS farm type (small difference between sale and home consumption); however, 

differences between sold and consumed are not as high as for sorghum and maize (Fig.25).  

 

4.3.2 Crop residue allocation 

For the major crops (teff, sorghum and maize) high allocation of crop residue is to stall 

feeding followed by stubble grazing (Figs 26, 27 &28).  The amount of crop residue left in 

the field is subject to grazing during the long dry season; because, after the period of 

harvesting arable plots are left for open grazing until the next cropping season. Allocations 

of crop residues for fuel, for construction and for other purposes vary depending on crop 

type. However, there is higher use of sorghum stover for fuel next to stall feeding and 
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Fig.24.  Grain nutrient content (percent of dry matter) of sorghum 
varieties. 
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stubble grazing. There is no allocation of teff straw for fuel and maize stover for 

construction (Fig. 27). 
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Fig. 26 . Estimation of teff straw allocation by different farm types.  
FS= few livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; MS=more 
livestock/small land and ML=more livestock/large land. 
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Fig.27. Estimation of sorghum stover allocation by different farm types.  
FS= few livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; MS=more livestock/small 
land and ML=more livestock/large land. 
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4.3.3 Crop residue feeding strategy 

In the months from November to February livestock obtain their feed from stubble grazing; 

because in this period stubbles are available in the field. From March to November, there is 

scarcity of dry feed from grazing areas (Fig. 29). Stall feeding strategy from stored crop 

residues is planned depending on feed availability from grazing areas and cut- carry 

methods. Even if, farmers provide their cattle additional feed install from stored residues 

starting from the month of January, higher percentage of stall feeding is observed from April 

to August (Fig. 30).  LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ǌŀƛƴ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΣ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǊƻŀŘκǊƛǾŜǊ ǎƛŘŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ 

provide supplementary green fodder for livestock. Hence, severity of green feed shortage 

drops a bit at April (Fig.31).  From August to October farmers get fodder for their livestock 

ŦǊƻƳ ǊƻŀŘκǊƛǾŜǊ ǎƛŘŜΩǎΣ ǿŜŜŘǎΣ ǘƘƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ όǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀƛȊŜ ŀƴŘκƻǊ 

sorghum to make appropriate plant density) and from communal grass reserves. In these 

months, major livestock feed is green fodder (Fig. 31).  
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Fig. 29. Graph showing severity of dry feed shortage from grazing areas. 
FS= few livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; MS=more 
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Fig. 32. Teff straw (middle) and sorghum 

stover heaps (sides) at home stead. 

 

Crop residues for stall feeding are kept by heaping them firmly to avoid the entrance of 

rain/moisture and to protect the heap from falling (Fig. 32). The techniques to heap teff 

residue is different from that of sorghum and maize stovers.  

Teff straw is packed in a circular manner and very fine parts such as husk are put on top 

to seal the end of the heap.  Sometimes farmers heap residues of different species 

separately to feed their ox or cow (for example a plowing ox or a milking cow).  

Sorghum and maize stover is heaped by 

putting them upright.  Sorghum stover 

of shorter varieties like Wedhakir is 

heaped separately for the ease of 

management. If it is mixed with the 

longer stalks, it creates an empty space 

in the middle which obscures firm 

contact of all stalks that allows moisture 

entrance. Furthermore, stover from 

Wedhakir is used only for feed but 

stover form Abola and Jigurtie are used 

for feed, construction and fuel. Heaping separately helps them to easily allocate the 

residue to targeted purposes.  

Nevertheless, heaping technique practiced in the area needs improvement to increase 

shelf life and reduce quantity and quality deterioration of crop residues due to exposure 

to moisture and sunlight in the open air.  
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Fig. 31. Graph showing  severity of green feed shortage. FS= few 
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40 
 

4.3.4 Manure allocation 

In the village, higher percentage of manure is allocated for fuel (Fig. 33). Due to reduction of 

fire wood to satisfy their energy demand, there is an increasing use of dung for fuel from 

time to time. Farmers apply manure as organic fertilizer only at the homestead plots where 

they usually plant maize. No one in the village applies manure to the main crop plots; 

because these plots are far from homes and paths are not convenient to transport with. In 

addition, transporting manure from homestead to far plots requires labor and capital for 

camel/donkey rent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nutrient export from main crop fields that are far from homestead through stubble grazing 

and removal of residues for stall feeding coupled with  manure application limited only to 

homestead plots creates nutrient concentration around homesteads while degrading distant 

plots. Still the amount of nutrients lost through burning is considerable. Large proportion of 

manure and substantial amount of stover is used for fuel. In this way, the continuous 

nutrient removal from crop plots indicates the need to design strong intervention strategies.  

4.4 CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-making on resources and limiting factors 

4.4.1 Decision maker 

From male headed households (N=11) the dominant decision maker is male (Fig. 34). The 
responses of 5 female headed households are not included in this figure; because some of 
ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ƻƴ ƭŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΤ ǎƻƳŜ of them have 
son/daughter who take the responsibilities to make necessary decisions; and some of them 
do not have livestock at all. Females in male headed households have better participation in 
making decision, at least jointly, on cash crops and livestock than on main crop and crop 
residues. They do not make decision by themselves on any of these resources. This situation 

 

Fig.33. Proportion of dung allocation to different uses (A) and allocation by farm types (B). FS= few 

livestock/small land; FL= few livestock/large land; MS=more livestock/small land and ML=more 

livestock/large land. 
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indicates that there is large influence of gender on making decisions on the use of 
resources. 

 

4.4.2 Factors influencing decision making processes 

Influencing factors in making decision are complex. For example, factors that affect 

selection of teff varieties for planting differs from factors that influence selection of 

sorghum varieties.  

To select teff variety the factors are: immediate food demand (earliness), grain yield, and 

market demand and seed availability.  Farmers plant Bunign if they expect food shortage in 

September and October otherwise they go for varieties in high demand by the market. 

Bunign is an early maturing variety; it takes about 2 months to mature (Annex 7). The 

variety Sikuar magna gives relatively higher grain yield (Fig. 15) and has higher market 

demand. That could be the reason for the higher area coverage in the production season 

(Fig.13) because teff is the main cash crop in the area (Fig. 25).  

To select sorghum variety the main factor is moisture availability at planting time. Though 

there are a number of reasons for making decisions in the production system, the main ones 

are availability of: water, land and labor. Moreover, gender and open access to crop 

residues at field influence decision making strategies.  

4.4.2.1 Water availability 

Sufficient moisture availability at planting time determines the type of crop variety to be 

planted. Time of rainfall affects especially sorghum variety selection in the area. When 

farmers get sufficient rain in March and April, they plant late maturing but high yielding 

varieties, Abola and Jigurtie. If rain is late (July), they plant early maturing but low yielding 

variety, Wedhakir. There are two Wedhakir varieties: relatively higher yielding White-

wedhakir and low yielding Wedhakir. Late maturing varieties, Abola and Jigurtie, are highly 

demanded ones for their grain (quantity and quality) and higher stover production (Fig.18); 
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Fig.35. Water purchasing for livestock 

consumption in December (early dry period). 

however water availability limits variety selection at planting time. Respondents rank water 

as the first limiting factor (Table 18). 

Table 18. Influencing factors in making decisions: ranks according to fŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ 
priority. 

Limiting factors 

Number of farmers giving  
rank for major limiting factors 

1st priority 2nd priority 3rd Priority 

Water 15 1 0 

Labor 1 4 7 

Land size  6 2 

Livestock feed  2 0 

Soil Fertility  1 1 

Fertilizer   1 

Information on new technologies   1 

 Water also limits livestock productivity. In 

the long dry season, farmers  have to buy 

tape water every day to their livestock (Fig. 

35). There are only two watering points 

serving for human  and livestock 

consumptions of 103 households. One can 

imagine the stress on livestock  and the loses 

in their body weight due to insufficient 

water access. spell 

4.4.2.2 Land and herd size 

Farmers who have relatively larger land leave more crop residues in the field, where as 

those who have smaller do not. Farmers who have more livestock collect as many crop 

residues as possible and transport it to their homesteads for stall feeding. Whereas those 

who have fewer livestock go for latter sale after they satisfy other needs (feed, fuel and 

construction). 

4.4.2.3 Labor scarcity 

Labor scarcity is seasonal for some farmers (at peak planting, weeding and harvesting times) 

but it is a permanent factor for others especially for aged and female household heads. For 

seasonal activities they hire labor that comes from the uplands; labor is available but the 

price increases at peak periods. Labor scarcity affects many land management activities such 

as harvesting, crop residue transporting and many livestock activities. 

4.4.2.4 Feed shortage 

A high proportion of livestock feed is crop residues, either from stubble grazing or stall 

feeding (Fig. 36). Due to erratic rainfall and crop failure, farmers can face feed shortages to 

the extent that they lose many of their cattle. As a result, they try to gather as many crop 



43 
 

 
Fig.37. Poorly managed plot: 

owned by female headed 

household but shared. 

residues as possible from crop lands, transport it to homestead and keep for later use; 

either to sell or to use as fodder or fuel. 

 

 

4.4.2.5 Gender of a household head 

There is clear influence of gender on decision making processes (Fig. 34). The influence of 

gender greatly affects especially land management and utilization of outputs. Female 

headed households give their land to tillers while 

sharing grain yields on a pre-set ratio. Grain sharing 

ratios in the village are: half-half (½: ½), one third to 

two third (1/3:2/3) and one-fourth to three- fourth 

(¼:3/4) owner to tiller respectively. This affects 

productivity of the land in such a way that the 

renter/shareholder gives higher priority to his own 

plots to till, weed and performs necessary field 

management. Figure 37 shows a plot owned by a 

female headed household whereas rented out. The plot is highly devastated by many weed 

species such as Parthenium hysterophorus, Xanthium strumarium,  Digitaria spp., etc. The 

reason for less attention to shared or rented plots on the side of the tiller is that extra costs 

for managing the plot to increase productivity are not included in the agreement set at the 

beginning. They agree only to share grain yield; then, if the tiller invests extra labor or 

money to the land he has no legal ground to compensate extra costs from the output. 

In the village, very laborious activities such as land preparation, harvesting crops and crop 

residues, transporting crops and crop residues etc. are the responsibility of males.  Timely 

tillage, weeding, harvesting and threshing activities positively affect quantity and quality of 
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Fig. 40. Backing Injera using  

sorghum stover. 

 
Fig.41. Dry dung collected 

from crop plots: for house 

use fuel. 

 
Fig.38. Livestock freely grazing 

on previous cropped lands. 

 
Fig.39. Crop residue collection for fuel. 

outputs. Thus, lands owned by male headed households have better productivity than 

female headed holdings. Moreover, males have the possibility to rent/share additional plots 

leading to better access to resources. When they take plots for share or rent, the agreement 

is only for grain yields. Decision on the use of crop residues is solely made by the tiller.   

4.4.2.6 Open access to crop residue 

Arable plots, after crop harvest, are converted to 

communal grazing lands for longer time in the dry season 

(Berhanu et al, 2002). They are accessed by everyone for 

free grazing and free collection to home use fuel (Figs 38, 

39 and 40). This leads to crop residue competition in such 

a way that  farmers transport it  from field to homestead 

as much as they can, to maximize their share and allocate 

it later for various uses. This practice worsens the removal 

of crop residues. As a result the physical and chemical characteristics of soils deteriorate. 

4.4.2.7 Energy demand 

Woodlots are very limited in the vicinity of the 

ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ CŀǊƳŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

energy demand from these wood lots. For this 

reason, people in the village, even some people in 

the nearby town, kobo, are using crop residues 

and dung as main energy supply (Figs 39 and 40).  

According to the information obtained through 

discussion with farmers, during tillage people from the 

nearby town (Kobo) come with carts to collect 

sorghum stover together with the roots for fuel. This 

indicates the severity of crop residue removal from the 

arable plots.  In addition, dung dropped overnight at 

the homestead is picked, spread over stone fences to 

facilitate drying and then used for fuel. Only the part 

that is not possible to use for fuel due to repeated 

animal trampling is applied as fertilizer at homestead plots.   

Similar to crop residue collection, in-situ dung is also 

removed freely for fuel after it dries in the field (Fig. 41). 

Even though dung dropped at crop fields while livestock 

graze on stubbles can be one source of soil organic input, 

people from the surrounding come with sacs or other 

containers, collect and take it to home for their cooking 

energy source. This is done throughout the dry period until 
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fields are covered by crops. One can see the negative effect of this practice on soil organic 

matter status. 

4.4.2.8 Others 

¶ Increased market demand: - at the time of rain failure, the demand for crop residue to 

livestock feed increases. Some farmers in the village gather as much crop residue as 

possible and store it for later sale expecting a possible market demand. 

¶ Transportation from field to home: - Camel is the main pack animal for transporting 

crop residues from field to homestead. Having camel or ability to pay for camel rent 

(current rent is between 35-сл ōƛǊǊ Ғ Ϸ2.1-3.6/camel/trip) determines the transport of 

crop residues from field to homestead. Farmers who cannot afford this are forced to 

leave residues at field.  

¶ Plot distance (from home):- Farmers collect crop residue first from nearby to home 

plots and then move to far plots. If the plot distance is far enough that they cannot 

manage due to shortage of labor & capital, then crop residues are left at field which 

latter are taken by anybody for free. Many farmers in Chorie village have plots at Denbi 

which is about 1 and ½ hour walk from their village. None of them bring crop residue 

from Denbi to home. In addition to plot distances, farmers who have relatively large 

plots satisfy their demand from nearby plots and leave crop residues that are relatively 

on far plots.   

4.5 Soil fertility 

4.5.1 Current fertility status 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ όʰҐлΦлмύ ŀƳƻƴƎ Ǉƭƻǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎǊƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

planted in N, P and K contents (Table 19).  Mean separation using LSD shows that 

differences are between the homestead maize plots and the main crops (teff and sorghum) 

Ǉƭƻǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ό¢ŀōƭŜ нлύΦ 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ / 

ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳŀƛȊŜ Ǉƭƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǊƎƘǳƳ Ǉƭƻǘǎ ŀǘ ʰҐ лΦлм ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

due to the fact that sorghum has deep root system and higher root biomass to build up soil 

ŎŀǊōƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ ǘŜŦŦ ŎǊƻǇΤ ¸ŜǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ʰҐлΦлр ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 

significance. ANOVA shows non-ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ όʰҐлΦлрΤ !ƴƴŜȄ млύ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŦŀǊƳ 

types in soil C, N, P, and K contents with in plots that are planted similar crops. 

 

 

 

 

 
































































