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Preface

The Exploratory study Nature Development has been published in 1988 as
a background document for the Nature Policy Plan of the Netherlands (1990).
The study can be seen as the basic document for the development of the
Ecological Network laid down in the Nature Policy Plan. In the study, nature is
discussed with regard to its origin, present state and possibilities for improve-
ment and restoration. It describes the different biogeografical regions of the
Netherlands.
The concept of nature development is worked out as a new, offensive strategy for
nature conservarion in the Netherlands. There is a compelling need for nature
development in the Netherlands on account of the considerable loss of area of
natural habitats and fragmentation of natural areas with far reaching effects on
ecosystem functions and the survival of plant and animal species.
Preservation alone is not likely to result anymore in sustainable conditions for
the remaining ecosystem s.
This analysis holds for more countries in Europe and other parts of the world.
As both necessity and opportunities for nature development are broadly recog-
nised now, thïs English edition may contribute to further discussions on the
topic of nature development and nature conservation.
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