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Stellingen 

1. The fact that rain ceremonies in Zimbabwe are held at full moon has less to do 
with the relationship between rainfall and the position of the moon, than with the 
need to find one's way to the site of the ceremony, (with thanks to Alex Bolding) 

2. A heavy reliance on the colonial state's archival sources has contributed to a 
hegemonic view of the colonial state in Zimbabwe historiography, (this thesis) 

3. Interpretations of Zimbabwe's current crisis often confuse people's 'interest in 
land' with an 'interest in farming', (this thesis) 

4. Social scientists preoccupied with theoretical and methodological issues should 
realize that in 'science as in love a concentration on technique is quite likely to 
lead to impotence.' P.L. Berger (1963) Invitation to Sociology: a humanistic 
•perspective, (with thanks to Joost Beuving) 

5. Urbanization studies have too easily conflated spatial differences between rural 
and urban areas with socio-cultural differences. 

6. In channelling funds to researchers, one has to bear in mind that many good 
researchers do not hold academic positions. 

7. Dat hoogleraren projectverantwoordelijken zijn in onderzoek is een politiek-
administratieve constructie. 

8. De portretten van collegevoorzitters in de Aula van de Wageningse Universiteit 
laten een verschuiving van een academische naar een management-identiteit 
zien. (van toga naar kostuum) 

Stellingen behorend bij het proefschrift: Going places, staying home: Rural-urban 
connections and the significance of land in Buhera district, Zimbabwe, te verdedigigen 
door Jens A. Andersson, op vrijdag 4 januari 2002. 
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1. Introduction 

This book is about people who spend many hours of their lives on buses, 
travelling between the rural district of Buhera and Harare, Zimbabwe's capital. 
Such people are usually designated 'migrant workers' and, in Southern Africa, 
their movements have often been studied in demographic terms from a macro 
perspective. In contrast, the present book comprises detailed studies of the lives 
of a relatively small group of people. An obvious question, then, concerns the 
wider relevance of these studies. This problem of generalization is, of course, 
inherent in any academic enquiry as the popular saying suggests: 'the academic 
is somebody who knows a lot about very little.' 

The central premise of this book runs counter to this point of view, since it 
maintains that the intensive study of the particular - here, the lives of 
'travelling' people - can indeed provide important general insights. This does 
not mean that the understanding of the particular can be generalized, or be 
considered representative of a wider social world. Rather, it means that the 
perspective developed in the study of the particular enables us to critically 
review received understandings, and interpret better the nature and 
constitution of the wider social world. This introductory chapter aims to do 
exactly this. It elaborates on how the detailed ethnographic studies that make 
up this book challenge pervasive dichotomies in our thinking about 
development. The oppositions to which I refer relate to the rural and urban 
geographical spaces connected by 'travelling' people; the contrast between 
urban and rural geographical spaces is often associated with dichotomies such 
as modern-traditional, progressive-conservative, change-continuity, etc. 
(Ferguson, 1999; Kearney, 1996). Though such oppositions have been strongly 
criticized by anthropologists, they seem to appear time and again, both in 
popular and academic thought. At the same time, these oppositions present us 
with a common development perspective on the relation between the urban 
and the rural - i.e. that of state-directed modernization. It is with this 
conceptualization of the rural and the urban in common thinking about 
development that the ethnographic studies presented hereafter take issue 

The perspective put forward in the following chapters does not merely 
deconstruct the common oppositions associated with the rural-urban 
distinction, challenging academic and developmental understandings of social 
life in Buhera (see for instance: Holleman, 1952a; Ranger, 1985): it also leads to a 
different perspective on a wider social world - on events and situations that 
were not the immediate object of study. Here I refer to the political and 


